BIRD ALLIANCE BULLETIN

July-August 2025

BIRDATHON 2025

A great big THANK YOU to all of our Birdathon 2025 birders and donors! We are excited to
announce that there were 161 total species identified by all teams during their 24-hour adventures
and Birdathon 2025 raised a total of $1,594.00! These funds will help our chapter continue its
important work to protect birds and their habitats.

Drumroll please!

First Place for species identified:
Desert Thrashers — 129 species
Team members: Nolina Bryant, Jim Rhodes, Allison Schacht and Michelle Dent

Second Place for species identified:
Judy Liddell and Barbara Hussey — 60 species

First Place for funds raised:

Desert Thrashers — $850.00

Team members: Nolina Bryant, Jim Rhodes, Allison Schacht
and Michelle Dent

Second Place for funds raised:
The Starlings — $310.00
Team Members: the Ramona Buzard Family Black-capped Chickadee near

Tingley Beach in Albuquerque.
Other Wonderful Birders: Photo by Lefty Arnold.

Lisa Gould — 43 species
Basin Birders — 34 species

To learn more about this

annual fundraiser, click this
Team members: Rex Myers and Susan Richards link to access our website’s

Arno Redpolls - 18 Species Birdathon page then scroll
Team member: Beth Cohen down to FAQs.

Generous Birdathon donor:
Shannon Caruso

The Bird Alliance of Central New Mexico’s annual Birdathon happens every May in celebration of
World Migratory Bird Day. See you in 2026!
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https://www.bacnm.org/birdathon/

Bird Alliance of Central New Mexico Annual Members Meeting

Please join us from 9:00-11:00 a.m. on Sunday, July 20 SEE YOU THERE!
at the Rio Grande Nature Center Education Building in '
Albuquerque for our annual members meeting. 9:00-11:00 a.m., Sunday, July 20

The meeting will include updates of activities from

Education Building, Rio Grande
Nature Center State Park, 2901
Candelaria Road NW, Albuquerque.

the past year and discussion about our plans for the
future, as well as voting on retention of our Board of

Directors.

We will provide snacks and will tour the bird-safe
window treatments that our organization helped provide at Wildlife Rescue of New Mexico. We'll
also visit the prototype “Catio” at Wildlife Rescue that serves as a model for those who want to keep
their cats indoors but entertained by nature.

A silent auction (cash or online donation) of wonderful framed nature photos taken by the late
George Perry, our beloved board member and volunteer, also is scheduled.

The address is 2901 Candelaria NW Albuquerque. The Education Building is south of the parking
lot (not in the visitor center). If you do not have an annual pass for the State Park, please bring $5
cash for parking. If you have any questions about our annual meeting, please email us at

contact@bacnm.org.

The Bird Alliance of Central New Mexico is a not-for-profit chapter
of the National Audubon Society. Our mission is to protect and
conserve birds and wildlife habitats in our region, support responsible
stewardship of land, promote environmental education, and welcome
all communities to join us in the love and appreciation of birds.

Please visit our website at www.bacnm.org.

DID YOU KNOW? eBird indicates that by the first day of summer 2025,
a total of 564 species of birds have been reported in New Mexico by 28,177
? different people or groups such as Thursday Birders. That ranks the state as
sixth in the nation. The top six states with most birds species reported are:
® California (715); Texas (681); Alaska and Arizona (572); Florida (569); and
New Mexico, 564.
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BREEDING BIRD SURVEYS IN NEW MEXICO

by Bob Wilcox

Some of you may know about BBS counts, but some of you don’t. All birders represent an

untapped resource. Breeding Bird Survey counts are done every year in the early summer around the

United States. New Mexico has about 100 routes and other states likely have similar numbers. They

are administered by the Patuxent wing of the US Geological Survey.

The counts are done in the early summer when breeding birds are starting to nest and raise

young. Those birds are very vocal at this time of year, and the data gathered represents some of the

earliest attempts to fill range maps through crowd sourcing. Each count is done on a 25-mile transect

that is usually a lonesome stretch of road. We start at the same end and at the same time every year,

A presumed female Plumbeous Vireo at her nest
in the Sandia Mountains. Photo by Lefty Arnold.

documentation makes it there too.

namely about 5:25 a.m. At the first stop, I listen
carefully and watch for three minutes and note the
birds seen or heard. Then I move on a half mile to stop
number 2, where I do the same thing. The first three or
four stops are the ones that often document owls,
nighthawks, and poorwills.

One of my counts is near Gage, New Mexico, west
of Deming. I hear and see the most glorious displays of
Lesser Nighthawks there. They have wild cartoonish
Mel Blanc noises that are secret sounds only I can hear.

After doing 50 stops of three minutes, I've finished
the count. It is usually about 9:45 a.m. and starting to
get hot and dusty. I'll head back to lodging, get some
breakfast, and spend an hour inputting the results
online. I've started making an individual eBird list for
every stop while I'm in the field, so all that

Nowadays, most of us who do these counts are a bit long in the tooth. Any birder interested in

turning up their skills another notch might want to consider training to do a BBS count. We even have

the Merlin app as a supportive backup if we're not sure on a call you're hearing.

Often there are counts with no “owners” available. In New Mexico there are seven routes

unassigned right now. Click on this link to learn more about those routes: BBS - USGS Patuxent

Wildlife Research Center.

In the future, I plan to write about what I think is the best BBS route in New Mexico. It starts near

Lordsburg and crosses the exotic Sonoran terrain called the Gila River valley at Redrock. I see and

hear some intoxicating stuff down there.

I urge you to consider becoming a BBS counter.
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MEMBERS’ PHOTO GALLERY

Perrianne Houghton captured
these two birds on a recent
Thursday Birders outing to the
Doc Long Picnic Ground and
Bill Spring Trail in the Sandia

Mountains.

The top image features a
Chipping Sparrow and the
other bird is a Warbling Vireo.

We would love to showcase your photos!

Please email your photos to Perrianne Houghton at
phoughton@bacnm.org. When you do, please include your
name, the name of the bird(s) and the location. Thanks!
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Deterring bird strikes on windows

Bird Alliance volunteers spent several hours in June
installing bird-safe markers on windows at Bernalillo
County’s Bachechi Open Space Environmental Education
Building, marking the second structure to which they have
added markers to help deter birds from striking the
windows. (A visit to Wildlife Rescue at the Rio Grande
Nature Center during the July Bird Alliance members’
annual meeting will showcase the window markers.)

These markers are an ongoing effort to reduce the
number of birds that are killed every year due to window
collisions. And the June effort was the second time
volunteers visited Bachechi, covering more of the
building’s windows in two different kinds of markers.

These two different locations hopefully are a
beginning: Ideally, bird-deterring windows in many major
buildings in Albuquerque (and elsewhere) would save the
lives of many birds that cannot tell they are heading to
injury or death.

One of the motivations for installing these markers on
public buildings is to educate people about the
possibilities available for protecting birds that visit their
yards.

"Bird window collisions are one of the human causes
of bird decline that can be addressed by putting up
deterrents on home windows,” Sara Jayne Cole explained.
“These examples are installed to protect birds and to show
collision prevention measures that work."

Images: Top—Sara Jayne Cole and Liz Kuo working on
the east-side door; Middle—Denise Jones and Pete
Chandler working on the west-side door (note the visible
white dots); Bottom —This window has been treated with
the nearly invisible Bird Divert markers; Next page—Two
different signs attached to the doors describe the markers
and their purpose.
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BIRD ALLIANCE BIRDING OPPORTUNITIES

Have you participated in a Bird Alliance Thursday Birders field trip? Most Thursdays, except July
and August 2025, when there will be one trip a month,

birders—from beginner to expert—gather at a specific
location and either watch birds there or carpool to an out-of-

town location, where they explore one or more places that

offer an opportunity to identify a varied array of birds. The
schedule for Thursday Birders, which has been a much-
appreciated and well-attended event for decades, is on our

website. Please access it here: Thursday Birders.

The Alliance also is involved about once a month in an
Albuquerque-area field trip, often in conjunction with

Albuquerque Open Space or Bernalillo County Open Space.

Beginning birders are encouraged to attend these easy-going

. . . . What are you hoping to find? Northern Pintail,
outings and the Alliance will loan binoculars to those who Bosque del Apache. Photo by Lefty Arnold.

need them and provide guidance on how to determine which

birds are being seen. You can access the monthly schedule by clicking this link: Bird Alliance monthly

field trips. Give it a try: It's educational, enjoyable and a whole bunch of fun!
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