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Welcome to the Central New Mexico Audubon Society!
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Audubon ébtiéty

A 501(c)(3) organization. cnmas.newmexicoaudubon.org

Come join us! All our meetings and field trips are open to the public.

We Know You Would Rather Be Out Birding, so...

Here is a Summer Newsletter That Will Be a Quick Read

Thursday Birders’ Birdathon
By Judy Liddel

Barn Swallows swooped in and out of their nests under
the entrance to the Visitor Center at Bitter Lake NWR, a
Curve-billed Thrasher made forays in and out of its tightly-
woven nest in a cactus, and a Scaled Quail called from a
nearby wall while 20 Thursday Birders waited for the 10:00
start of the Birdathon. One team set off for the north and
east tour roads, while the other team first went to view the
Lesser Nighthawk roosting just outside of the residences,
and then started down the west tour road, stopping when
we heard Cassin’s Sparrows calling and sky-larking from
the scrub. Both teams converged at the oxbow where there
were Snowy Plovers and a hoped-for Tri-colored Heron
turned out to be a Green Heron.

Black Tern
Photo by Michelle Weisz

After a quick lunch we headed south to Brantley Lake
where we were blessed with seven species of shorebirds and
three species of terns, including a Black Tern.

more on the next page
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Belen Marsh Clean-up Another Big Success

On Saturday, April 30, the Belen Marsh Committee
of CNMAS held a clean-up event on Don Felipe road
in Belen. Don Felipe road runs parallel to the Belen
Marsh, a favorite birding stop for many. In the nine years
the committee has been cleaning the area, this event had
the largest group ever. Over 30 adults and children picked
up trash along the road. As always, the haul to the dump
was huge. The trash picked up included a couch, cardboard,
particleboard, bottles, cans and many other items. The
Valencia County Road Department provided vests,
gloves, and trash bags as well as small backpacks and water
bottles for the kids. The road and marsh area are cleaned
twice a year in April and October. Event notices are sent
out via e-mail and Facebook. If you are interested in
receiving an e-mail notice, please contact Eileen Beaulieu
at dulcebeaulieu@comcast.net.

'The marsh can be reached by taking the first I-25
exit into Belen and heading east for about a mile and a
half. The marsh is on the south side of the road across
from Taco Bell. It is recommended that you park in the
Taco Bell lot as there are nesting birds in bushes along
the road. There is an abundance of birds to be seen at the
marsh during the summer, including Cinnamon Teal,
Black-necked Stilts, American Avocets, American Coot,
nesting Killdeer, Red-winged Blackbirds and Great-tailed
Grackles. At dusk, Snowy Egrets fly in to roost.

BioBlitz

at Nature Center
August 5 & 6

\/ Fri en d s

¥\ Nature Center

Children and adults are invited to help identify as many
species as possible—birds, herps and insects; grasses, forbs
and shrubs—during the annual Summer Wings Festival at
the Rio Grande Nature Center.

Hummingbird banding and a talk by Bill Talbot are also
scheduled.

The Festival will be August 5 from 5:00 to 8:00 p.m. and
Saturday from 8:00 a.m. to 4:00 p.m.

The Nature Center, a New Mexico state park, is at 2901
Candelaria NW. A day use fee of $3 will be charged to
those who do not have permits from Friends of the Nature
Center or State Parks.

...more Birdathon

After picking up dinner and checking into our motel,
we headed to Rattlesnake Springs to bird until dusk.

We arrived at Slaughter Canyon just before 6 a.m.
Friday and 17 of us hiked into the canyon. While the
crunching of 17 pairs of boots on the rocky trail prevented
us from hearing a Gray Vireo calling, we were delighted
to get good views of a Varied Bunting as the sun began
spreading onto the canyon walls.

Back at Rattlesnake Springs, we spread out in pairs
to cover all of the habitats. Some of the delights seen by
many in the final hours were Indigo and Painted Buntings,
Bronzed Cowbird, Gray Hawk and Lucy’s Warbler. When
we tallied our species at 10 am, we were delighted our total

was 122.

The Birdathon is Central New Mexico Audubon’s
main fund-raising event to support conservation
and education activities. You can support this effort
by sending a check to CNMAS at P.O. Box 30002,
Albuquerque, NM 87190-0002
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June 18,2016

Otero Canyon

Wialk Otero Canyon with Karen Herzenberg and Laurel
Ladwig (RSVP to Karen: CNMASPresident@gmail.com).

Meet at 7:20 a.m. for a 7:30 departure from the Sandia
Ranger Station in Tijeras on NM 337.The group will car
pool from there to Otero 3.5 miles south on NM 337.
Target species include Black-throated Gray Warbler,
Virginia’s Warbler, Gray Flycatcher and Plumbeous
Vireo. There will be a 1.5 mile walk on uneven trails
ending before noon. Bring water. The only bathroom
accommodations are at the Ranger Station.

July 16

Road to Sandia Crest

Meet Robert Munro and others at 7:30 in front of the
Einstein Bros Bagels in the Four Hills Shopping Center.
We will then carpool to our first stop at Sulphur Canyon
Picnic Area. We will bird a number of spots up to the
Crest including Doc Long, the Log at Cupulin Spring,
and the 10K area. Once at the Crest we will hike toward
Kiwanis Meadow and if time allows we will also walk the
path adjacent to the communication towers.

'The expedition will end around the lunch hour. We
will convene at the Sandia Crest House for lunch and
compilation of our bird list.

Please feel free to contact Robert Munro at robert@
oniells.com with any questions.

CNMAS Leaders Schedule
Summer Weekend Field Trips

July 30

Valles Caldera National Preserve
Join Judy Liddell to explore the Valles Caldera National

Preserve, including the back country. We will explore birds
in a variety of habitats within the caldera.

'The trip will be limited to 14 people. Since there is
limited parking at locations where we will be stopping to
bird, participants must be willing to ride in the vehicle of
one of the four designated drivers who will have back-
country permits.

To reserve a spot and get a full itinerary, contact Judy

[jliddell@msn.com (505) 220-7998].

BIRANT

nature tours

Upcoming BRANT Workshops
Will Benefit Chapter

A May 28 workshop on owls and a session on
flycatchers June 10 and 11 will bring a $25 donation to
CNMAS for every chapter member who registers.

Details and registration information are on the BRANT
Nature Tours web page: http://www.branttours.com/tours/

workshops.
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Audubon Thursday Birders Schedule

For Summer 2016

To check for possible trip cancellationss go to the
Audubon web site: http://cnmas.newmexicoaudubon.org.

Click on Trips, then go to Thursday Birders.

June 2

Visit the Feltz family,A6s Jemez Mountain cabin
near La Cueva with Lou Feltz: 505-856-1322, Ivfeltz@
comcast.net. The elevation is 8,600,A6 in case anyone has
respiratory problems. One may view birds from the back
deck if walking a mile is difficult. Meet at 6:50 a.m. for
a 7:00 departure from the Far North Shopping Center
located on the east side of San Mateo and the north side
of Academy Boulevard. Meet in the center of the large
parking lot. Bring lunch. The trip will end in the early
afternoon. For those not driving, the shared gas expense is
$7 at five cents per mile.

June 9

Visit the Sandia Mountain Natural History Center
in Cedar Crest, NM, with Melissa Howard: 505-453-
6444, nmflicker@swcp.com. Meet at 7:50 a.m. for an
8:00 departure from the far west side of the Four Hills
Shopping Village on Central Avenue between Juan Tabo
and Tramway Boulevard or 8:30 at the SMNHC located
in Cedar Crest, 2.6 miles north on NM 14 from the 1-40
exit, on Columbine Road. The center consists of 128 acres.
It is a joint venture between the NM Museum of Natural
History and Science and the Albuquerque Public Schools.
'The walk will be 0.5 miles uphill and return downhill and
will end before noon. For those not driving, the shared gas
expense is $1 at five cents per mile.

June 16

Travel to Villaneuva State Park on the Pecos River
with Judy Liddell: Cell: 505-220-7998, jliddell@msn.com.
Meet at 6:50 a.m. for a 7:00 departure from the far west
end of the Four Hills Shopping Village located on Central
Avenue between Juan Tabo and Tramway Boulevard. A
rest stop will be made at Clines Corners at 8:00 in case
anyone wants to join the group there. Please let Judy know
ahead of time if you are one of these people so that she will
know to look for you. The park is 65 miles east on 1-40,
then 20 miles north on NM 3.There is a $5 entrance fee
per vehicle if you don,A6t have a state parks pass. Bring
lunch. The trip should end in mid afternoon. For those not
driving, the shared gas expense is $8 at five cents per mile.

June 23

Visit Ojito de San Antonio Open Space in Cedar Crest
with Leah Henzler: 505-280-2085, lfcairns@gmail.com.
Meet at 7:50 a.m. for an 8:00 departure from the far west
side of the Four Hills Shopping Village located on Central
Avenue between Juan Tabo and Tramway Boulevard.
'The Open Space is located behind the San Antonio de
Padua Church. Take the Tijeras/Cedar Crest Exit from
1-40, drive toward Cedar Crest on NM 14 and go one
mile. Make a left just before the church onto San Antonio
Drive. For those not driving, the shared gas expense is $1
at five cents per mile. The walk will end before noon.

June 30

Visit Valle de Oro National Wildlife Refuge with
Becky Purvis: Cell: 505-688-1998, rpurvis3@yahoo.com.
Meet at 8:00 a.m. at the refuge entrance on 2nd Street by
the refuge sign. To reach the refuge, drive south on I-25
and take the Rio Bravo Exit. Drive west on Rio Bravo
to 2nd Street. Turn south on 2nd and drive 3.2 miles to
the entrance. The group will drive to different areas of the
refuge and take a couple of half-mile walks. The trip will
end before noon.

July 7

Walk in the Oak Flat picnic area in the Manzano
Mountains with Maurice Mackey: Home: 505-897-0415,
Cell: 505-220-9003, moemackey@comcast.net. Meet at
7:50 a.m. for an 8:00 departure from the far west side
of the Four Hills Shopping Village on Central Avenue
between Juan Tabo and Tramway Boulevard. To reach the
Open Space, exit I-40 at Tijeras and take NM 337 south.
Drive south 8.5 miles. Turn left on Oak Flat Road and
drive 0.9 miles. Turn left at the Group Use Picnic Area
sign, making another left that will lead to the parking lot
at the end of the road. The walk will end before noon. For
those not driving, the shared gas expense is $1.25 at five
cents per mile. The walk will end before noon.

continued on the next page
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... more Thursday Birders summer trips

July 14

Visit Balsam Glade and Capulin Springs in the
Sandia Mountains with Rebecca Gracey: 505-242-3821,
maryrebeccagracey@gmail.com. Meet at 7:50 a.m. for an
8:00 departure from the far west side of the Four Hills
Shopping Village on Central Avenue between Juan Tabo
and Tramway Boulevard. Balsam Glade is located on NM
536 past the Sandia Peak Ski Area on the right. There is a
$3 parking fee or Federal parking pass required per vehicle.
'The shared gas expense is $2 at five cents per mile. The trip
will end before noon.

July 21

Visit the Simms Ranch and Bonnie Long’s house in
the Manzano Mountains for hummingbirds, bluebirds,
and a potluck meal with Bonnie Long: Cell: 505-379-
1985, cantrade_1@yahoo.com. Meet at 8:50 a.m. for a
9:00 departure from the far west side of the Four Hills
Shopping Village on Central Avenue between Juan Tabo
and Tramway Boulevard or 9:50 at the entrance to the
Simms Ranch on NM 337, six miles south of Chilili where
Bonnie will meet people near her parked vehicle.

Since this event has grown in size to over 35 people,
at least six people are asked to bring a main dish such as
lasagna, enchiladas, macaroni and cheese, meat or vegetable
casserole, baked beans or sliced meat. Please contact
Bonnie if you can provide one of these main dishes. Other
attendees should bring beverages and side dishes that
would serve 8 ,Ai 10 people. For those not driving, the
shared gas expense is $3.50 at five cents per mile.

July 28

Explore spots along Hyde Park Road (NM 475) in the
Santa Fe National Forest with Barbara Hussey: 505-385-
1165, brhussey@flash.net. Meet at 7:20 a.m. for a 7:30
departure from the center of the parking lot at the Far
North Shopping Center located north of Academy and
east of San Mateo. If you prefer to meet the group in Santa
Fe, the first stop will be at Little Tesuque Picnic Area
on the left just past mile marker 8 on Hyde Park Road
(NM 475). Hyde Park Road is designated as the Santa
Fe National Forest Scenic Byway and passes through four
different life zones. Bring lunch and drinking water. For
those not driving, the shared gas expense is $6 at five cents
per mile. The group will return to Albuquerque in the mid-
afternoon.

August 4

Walk around the Tingley bosque ponds with Lefty
Arnold: 505-514-9398, wanderingtattlerja@yahoo.com.
Meet at 7:57 a.m. at the north end of the Tingley Beach
parking lot. To reach the area, drive west on Central
Avenue past Rio Grande Boulevard, then turn left on
Tingley Drive. Take the first right off of Tingley Drive and
at the stop sign, turn right to the dirt overflow parking lot.
'This leaves the few parking spots by the concession stand
for people who want to fish. The walk will be about one
mile in length and will end before noon.

August 11

Wialk in the Corrales bosque and view the Mississippi
Kites in Corrales with Joe Schelling: 505-797-9018,
joeschelling@msn.com. Meet at 7:50 a.m. for an 8:00
departure from the shopping area north of Alameda Road/
NM 528 and east of NM 448/Corrales Road, near the
Little Anita’s Restaurant. The group will carpool from
there. All are invited to have lunch afterwards at Village
Pizza in Corrales.

August 18

Wialk in Sulphur Canyon and Cienega Canyon in the
Sandia Mountains with Lannois Neely: 505-890-7881,
lfneely@aol.com. Meet at 7:20 a.m. for a 7:30 departure
from the far west side of the Four Hills Shopping Village
located on Central Avenue between Juan Tabo and
Tramway Boulevard. Sulphur Canyon is the first turn from
NM 536 when driving up the mountain. A $3 parking
tee or Federal pass is required per vehicle. For those not
driving the shared gas expense is $1.50 at five cents per
mile. The walk will end before noon.

August 25

Visit The Narrows southeast of Grants, NM, with Gale
Owings: 505-255-8333.

To arrange for car pooling, meet at 7:20 a.m. for a 7:30
departure from the northwest corner of the parking lot of
the Hotel Albuquerque, located at 800 Rio Grande NW.
From I-40, take the Rio Grande exit, and drive south to
the first stop light at Bellamah NW. Turn east toward the
hotel and enter the parking lot on the right.

more on the next page
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... August 25 trip

To reach the trips’s destination, drive west on 1-40
toward Grants and take exit 89 toward NM 117. There is
a gas station/convenience store there where participants
will gather. From there the group will drive about 21 miles
south on 117 to The Narrows picnic area for the second
stop, and then about 3.8 miles back to the La Ventana
Natural Arch for the third stop. Bring lunch. The distance
is 90 miles, 180 miles round trip. For those not driving,
the shared gas expense is $9 at five cents per mile. The trip
should end in the late afternoon.

Other Birding Opportunities

From May through the Balloon Fiesta in October there
are Tuesday morning bird walks in the Sandia Mountains
sponsored by the U.S. Forest Service. Meet at the Sandia
Ranger Station at 8:00 a.m. by taking Exit 175 from I-40
and driving south one half mile on NM 337 to the ranger
station on the left.

'There are Saturday and Sunday morning bird walks
starting at 8:30 a.m. at the Rio Grande Nature Center
State Park located at the far west end of Candelaria NW.
A parking fee of $3, State Parks pass, or Friends of the
RGNC pass is required.

Southwest Wings Birding & Nature Festival: August
3-6, in Sierra Vista, AZ: www.swwings.org.

NM Rare Bird Alert: www.nmbirds.org

Rare Bird Alerts for all states: www.birdingonthe.net

To report NM Rare Birds, contact Matt Baumann at
264-1052 or mb687@yahoo.com

For injured birds: Wildlife Rescue at the Rio Grande
Nature Center, 344-2500.

To find where reported bird species have been sighted,
go to www.ebird.com Click on Explore Data, then choose
one of the available options.
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Owl's Pick for Photo of the Quarter:

Roadvummer by Charles McCall
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CNMAS Directory and Contacts

Central New Mexico Audubon is a 501(c)(3) nonprofit chapter of the National Audubon Society, Inc.

Our mission: To appreciate, experience, and conserve birds, other wildlife and their habitats;
and to encourage and support environmental education in New Mexico.

Central New Mexico Audubon Society (CNMAS):
Phone (505) 255-7622
Mailing address CNMAS, P.O. Box 30002, Albuquerque, NM 87190-0002

Website http://cnmas.newmexicoaudubon.org

Officers

President «..ovuvenin et Karen Herzenberg

cnmaspresident@gmail.com
Vice President ... Judy Liddell
T LT g Lee Hopwood
Secretary . ... Jessica Allen
Webpage........oooiiiiiiiii i Joe Schelling
Burrowing Owl Newsletter Perrianne Houghton

and Melissa Howard
Membership.............oooiiii Marj Longenbaugh
Publicity.......oooviiiii Erin Radcliffe
Education ... Lynn Schuler
CONSErVAtIoN .. vvvt ettt eeeeeiaananen, Sara Jayne Cole (acting)
Programs ..o Judy Liddell (acting)
Field Trips ..o ooovvi i Jason Kitting
Thursday Birders. ..., Rebecca Gracey
Rosy-finch Project ..., Raymond VanBuskirk
Belen Marsh. ... Eileeen Beaulieu
Rio Grande Nature Center Restoration............... Robert Munro
Past Presidents

Raymond Van Buskirk, Beth Hurst-Waitz

Contacts

Other birding and wildlife resources:
http://cnmas.newmexicoaudubon.org
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Central New Mexico Audubon Society
P.O. Box 30002

Albuquerque, NM 87190-0002

NAS Chapter C12Q410Z
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Central New Mexico Audubon is a 501(c)(3) non-profit chapter of
the National Audubon Society Inc.

Our mission: To appreciate, experience, and conserve birds, other wildlife and their habitats;

and to encourage and support enviironmental education in New Mexico.

The CNMAS Membership Form is on the web site:

cnmas.newmexicoaudubon.org
Click “About Us” on the home page
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