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Our missions: “To appreciate, experience, and conserve birds, other wiMUfe and their habitats, To encourage and support environmental education in New Mexico.”

Dateline, Washington, DC -  
Thursday, April 23, 2004

A ndrew  Rom inger, Audubon volunteer, field trip leader, 

CBC compiler, artist, and dedicated environmentalist, was 
, congratulated by President Bush in the W hite House Rose 
Garden as he accepted his Environmental Youth Award 
given by the U.S. Environmental Protection Agency. There is 
an excellent article by Carolyn Carlson in the Albuquerque 
Journal issue of Friday, April 23, 2004. W e’re proud to join 
in recognizing and congratulating Andrew, and we’re 
privileged to share his first-person report below. You’ll know 
immediately it was written by Andrew, as his humility, 
character, passion, and hum or shine through:

In an  em ail to  the CNM AS B oard  -  
M a rch  25, 2 0 0 4

There’s some good news that I wanted to share with you 
folks. I was recently notified by the EPA that some of the bird 
conservation work I’ve been doing was chosen for this year’s 
ten “Presidential Environmental Youth Awards.” In brief, ihe 
pioject, Birds o f a Feather; Working fo r Avian Conservation, 
includes the East M ountain Open
Space and Talking Talons, the contribution of data to EM OS 
site management planning and fieldwork in the Magdalena 
Mountains last summer. Also in there, which I’m  very excited 
about, is the environmental education and bird migration 
project I did with Stephanie Kasprzak’s fourth graders at Lew 
Wallace Elementary School last spring and will be doing 
again this year. Audubon has played an active role, direcdy 
and indirectly, in this work, from participating in bird counts 
to providing grant money for the education projects and 
helping shape who it is I am as a conservationist and 
naturalist. I am .very appreciative o f your encouragement and 
support.

DC Trip Report, M ay 1, 2004
W ashington was quite the experience! I am finding myself 
describing it as “outrageous,” “exciting,” “inspiring,” and 
also, “somewhat overwhelming.” It was hard to conceptualize 

. that this was the Capitol of our country, the place wli.-ic wit tt 
happens on the big scale happens. Visiting the House and 
Senate mirrored my entire experience o f the visit; there is an 
overpowering sense o f magnitude in walking through the 
buildings that embody the governing of the country. The 
magnitude, the experience in its entirety truly was, and

remains to be, an 
inspiration. I met other 
young people from all 
over the country, ranging 
from elementary students 
to freshman in college, 
whose projects included 
such work as salmon 
monitoring in the Pacific 
Northwest, stream
stewardship in Georgia, 
environmental education 
in Denver, recycling 
programs in ( lalilornia. 1 
was iluillcd by such a 
demons! radon nl the 
ability of these young 
people to impact their

communities, both biotic and human, through their work 
and through the sharing of their passion for nature and 
conservation. I am proud to have added bird conservation to 
such a display. W e as a group took the opportunity at hand 
and encouraged our government to step up further to the 
challenge of fostering environmental ethics, conservation and 
restoration. I also found great fulfillment in  meeting with the 
state’s Congressional leaders and presenting them with 
artwork, as a thanks for the positive contributions , they have 
made to the environment, both on state and national levels.

The trip was definitely fast-paced, and seeing such a 
congested city was literally a culture shock compared to my 
former experience. I was definitely glad to get home and find 
my feet again in the Magdalenas. I came away from D C  with 
a new found drive for environmental service, and also with a 
sense of hope. W hat I experienced there led me to conclude 
that environmental issues have such importance, we must be 
nonpartisan in our pursuit of their solutions. Creating 
opponents, creating “fences” to stand on one side of, merely 
hamper progressive leadership and effective problem-solving. 
Many fences have been strung across the landscape; they 
delineate wilderness areas, preserves, ranches and multiple-use 
public lands. In actuality, lands arc interconnected and all 
people, those who ranch or those who legislate for wilderness, 
are united by the simple fact o f dependency on Earth for 

*v««urvivaL The .question of, “Which side of the. fence, pte. - 
on?” should no longer be asked: there is no fence. Open 
mindedness must prevail over polarization if our goals of a 
sustainable and beneficial human community are to be 
realized.

I also came away from the visit reflecting on how I had 
come to this place. Again, as I wrote in March. I realized that

Audubon has been an integral 
part o f my' growth as a 
conservationist. It would be 
amazing if all kids could grow 
up on Audubon field trips, 
learning birds, learning the 
landscape, and finding a sense 
of respect and devotion for 
the natural world.

I would like to reiterate 
hay thanks to you all for 
sharing the joy of Prairie- 
Chickens booming in the 
predawn and migrant warblers 
singing in the springtime 
canyons, and for supporting 
the passion of young people.

-Andrew

In Fond Memory
W e’ve been saddened by the loss o f these close 
friends of Central New Mexico Audubon 
Society, and extend our sympathy and 
condolences to the family and friends who 
have lost their loved ones. These special 
people will be remembered by us for 
their generosity, their love of life and 
nature, and for the examples they 
ga\c us in living life and sharing joy,

Wally Finley 
Jim l\am

Cindy Claik Drawing of Scrub Jay drPinyon
Bell 1 indsav by Andrew Rominger

Look-Alikes: 
Pinyon Jay 

Western Scrub Jay 
b y  A r t A ren h olz  

w ith  d raw in g  b y  A n d r e w  
R om inger

ln ih eO a k .m il Pimnn-luiiipci loiesi, we 
find two boisterous jays, similar in size 
and color, but quite different in other 
w.ns. Bmh ihe I’i11 \ <111 Jay aui1 the 
WAstcrn Scrub Jay are mostly blue and 
often noisy, but we can consistently 
separate lliein li we i.u'eluilv oh.-,, r.e  : heir * 
appearance and behaviors.

The Scrub Jay is bright blue above, 
pale gray below, with a grav-brown patch 
on the back. The fail is quite long with a 
rounded tip, while the bill is heavy, blunt 
and of medium length.

In eonuast, tin I’invon Jay’s entire 
body is dull blue. Its tail is short and 
square-tipped, and its bill is longer and 

.sharper ilian other jays- it is like a spike**.
Mo have a srav-white rhis
part of their anatomy is no help to us.)

Ihe Scrub Jay is most o lnn  seen
alone or in siuah groups oi 2 lo 6 birds. 
Its flight is undulating, often with a long, 
gliding arc. It nests as isolated pairs, not 
in cooperative flocks. Its call is harsh, a 
rapid. rising-in-inflection series o f 
“check-check-check-check. ~

O n the other hand, the Pinvon Jav 
travels and n e s rs  in  large flocks o f 2 0  to 
100 birds. They fly in tight, noisy, flocks,

!jiving harsh, nasal calls. Often you will 
tear a tlm k ol P im m  Jays before you see 

them. They' are sociable in all seasons,; 
lor.iging, feeding, and nesting in large 
group-..

So the keys to identifying the less 
ohen seen Pinyun Jav are the all-blue 
body, short tail, long sharp bill and the 
noisy, often large flocks. The St rub lay, 
which might nest in your neighborhood, 
is both blue and gray, has a long tail, a 
medium bill and is usually alone or in a 
very' small flock. Now when you visit the 
Pinyon-Juniper country, you are ready to 
identify which jay is which.

Jay



r

’L ke^te's a  d o y  itv J w e  b e fo r e , u s,
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CNMAS Field Trip Reports
com p iled  b y  Sei T ok uda

Saturday, M arch 13: Las Vegas N W R

Sixteen birders were on this trip on a mild spring day. The 
notable species of birds included two adult Bald Eagles 
soaring up from their roost tree and about 100 M ountain and 
Western Bluebirds put into flight by a Red-tailed Hawk. The 
notables o f the 15 waterfowl species seen were Cinnamon 
Teal, Bufflehead and Common Goldeneye. The total num ber 
o f species seen for the day was 45.

Saturday-Sunday, April 17-18: Fort Sumner &Milnesand, N M  

Sixteen birders led by Christopher Rustay made this trip to 
see the display o f the Lesser Prairie Chickens. At one point 
there were at least 19 males displaying with only one female 
visible. It was a great show. The group also birded in Fort 
Sumner and some went on to other sites. O ne group saw 
close to 100 species.

^ filia tions to our 
very awn Raymond Van 
Buskirifeof Jackson Middle 
School on winning in the 
Science Fair Junior 
Divisjpgf with the project 
The f& sy Finch Project:

x gjfg ^fidelity iff Rosy

Finches?, which was
■r--n--_ • sponsored h y . Steve and- 

Nancy Cox o f Rio Grande 
Bird Research, Inc.

Thursday Morning Birding Group
Weekly birding outings every Thursday. M eeting time and 
location, as well as duration, vary. Call Margaret Wallen at 
341-0928 for details o f outings. Send an e-mail to Fes 
Hawkins at.leshawknm@aol.com to get on the TBer's e-list 
o f scheduled trip announcements.

Thursday Birders Weekend 
at the Hummingbirds of 

New Mexico Festival 
J u ly  1 7 - 1 8  at Lake Roberts, S ilver City

There will be bird banding each morning from 7 - 10:00AM, 
programs, educational slide presentation, and guided bird 
walks.

The Thursday Birders are planning to meet at the festival on 
Saturday at Lake Roberts. Most will drive to Lake Roberts on 
Friday, July 16, s ince . Silver City is 238 miles from 
Albuquerque by driving through Hillsboro and Lake Roberts 
is another 25 miles from there. People can stay at the Grey 
Feathers Lodge (505-536-3206, stay@greyfeathers.com), a 
double room costing $61 with breakfast. D inner is served 
there but the dining room closes at 5 or 5:30PM.

Rooms are available at the Lake Roberts M otel (505-536 
-9393). Two double beds $56, two doubles and a king for 
$61, and a cabin that has three double beds for $76. There 
are other options including kitchenettes. You can also try the 
Lake Roberts Cabins (505-536-9927) or camp at the 
campgrounds at the lake. .

The Spirit Canyon Lodge is already booked for the weekend, 
but the dining room will be open to visitors and serves until 7 
or 8:00PM. The owner said they have a good German chef. 

Call Margaret Wallen (341-0928) for info about car pooling.
TTnonLc t n  C Zrar(*\r fn r  rlruno- a ll t h e  rpcparrfi f o r  nU

CNMAS Field Trip Schedule
Our fie ld  trips, including Thursday Birders, can he found  at: 

http-.llwww. newmexicoaudubon.org!enmas/trips. htm l

Sunday, July 11; Dragonflies at the Rio Grande N ature 
C enter &  Shady Lakes
M eet Dustin H untington at 9:00AM at the viewing blind at 
the N E corner o f the Rio Grande Nature Center State Park 
parking lot. This dragonfly tour will start at the Nature 
Center and then car pool to Shady Lakes in Alameda. Please 
note that the Nature Center and Shady Lakes charge fees for 
parking. These sites are great to view a good variety of 
dragonflies and damselflies. Participants should bring 
binoculars — close focus is best, but any binocular will 
improve the view. Nets are not needed. Participants will 
probably be out until mid-afternoon and a snack is a good 
idea, along with plenty o f water and a hat. Hopefully it will 
be hot and uncomfortable — that is what dragonflies like best. 
Call Dustin H untington at 281-9390 or Beth Hurst-W aitz at 
898-8514(h), 243-7029(w) for details.

Saturday, July 31: Bandelier N ational M onum ent/Jem ez 
M ountains

This trip will be led by Rebecca Gracey and the target birds 
will include Hepatic Tanager, Cordilleran Flycatcher, Three
toed W oodpecker and Black Swift -  no guarantees, but 
worth a try. This will be a foil day trip. Meet at meet at the 
M arriott Pyramid at 7:00AM. Bring water, lunch and snacks. 
Contact Rebecca at 242-3821 for details.

Saturday-Sunday, August 14-15: Fort Sum ner &  Bitter Lake

The target birds will be passerines in Fort Sumner and shore 
birds, nesting Mississippi Kites and possible Upland 
Sandpipers in the Bitter Lake/Roswell areas. W e will 
overnight in Roswell. Meet at 7:00AM at the Four Hills 
Shopping Center parking lot. Call Sei at 266-2480 for 
details.

Saturday, August 21: R G N C  Summer W ings Festival

A Festival of Flight: Join the Friends o f the Rio Grande 
Nature Center State Park in celebrating N ew Mexico’s small 
but spectacular wildlife: hummingbirds, butterflies, 
dragonflies, and bees — 8:00AM - 4:00PM, 2901 Candelaria 
N W , 344-7240. Audubon members will be needed to do 
bird identification during the festival.

Saturday, September 4: M anzanitas M ountain &  Quarai 
N ational M onum ent

Karen and Gary Boettcher will lead this trip. Meet at the 
Four Hills Shopping Center at 8:00AM. The first stop will be 
at Boettchers in the Manzanita Mountains for coffee and 
doughnuts and hopefully some m ountain birds. Next we’ll 
bird our way south along the highway with a quick stop at 
Manzano Pond, then on to Quarai for more birds as we walk 
among the ruins and along the trails. Target birds: band
tailed pigeon, pygmy nuthatch, great-horned owl, rock wren, 
blue grosbeak. Bring lunch. The trip will officially end at 
Quarai after lunch. Contact the Boettchers at 281-6726 or 
nmkestrel@aol.com for details.

Saturday, September 25: M anzano M ountain HawkW atch

Art Arenholz will lead this trip during one of the peak times 
for hawks flying south through this site. Dress for conditions 
at the site, bring water, snacks and lunch. Meet at 8:00AM at 
the Four Hills Shopping Center parking lot across the street 
from the Travelodge Motel (SW corner o f Central SE and 
Tramway Blvd). Call Art at 298-1724 for details.

Saturday, October 2: Bosque del Apache N W R  

This day trip will be led by Sondra Williamson and is for 
those who wish to get out o f A B Q  to do some birding during 
the Balloon Fiesta. Bring water, snacks, and food for lunch. 
Meet at 7:00AM at the U N M  Department of Physics parking 
lot on the N E corner of Yale and Lomas Blvd. Call Sortdra at 
255-7674 for details.

A  V  >  /  U X  V X  :
Burrowing Owl Deadline

Information and articles to be included in Fall 2004 issue o f 
the CNMAS Burrowing Owl newsletter, must be received by 
August 10th. Contact Turtle-Bear at 505-265-6094 or 
turtlebear@jensenbear.com.
\X7#» n n f  arr^ ni-tno- m m m p r r ia l  aH vp rfisin cr at t h i s  t i m e

CENTRAL NEW MEXICO AUDUBON SOCIETY 
CHAPTER DIRECTORY

CNMAS Phone: (505) 255-7-622 
Email: jmyers@peacocklaw.com 
Webpage: www.hewmexicoauduboh.org/cnmas/ 
Mailng Address: CNMAS, P.O. Box 30002, 
Albuquerque, NM 87190-0002

PRESIDENT
Beth Hurst-Waitz 804 Guadalupe Cir NW 87114 
home 898-8514, work 243-7029, fax 242-7343 
brave__e@juno.com

PUBLICITY CHAIRPERSON
Sylvia Chattin Fee 294-4073

VICE-PRESIDENT 
Nancy Murray njmur@aol.com

SECRETARY .
Christopher Rustay home 255*7786 
chrustay@aol.com

CONSERVATION & ELECTRONIC 
COMMUNICATION CHAIRPERSON 
Jeffrey Myers work 998-1502 
jmyers@peacockiaw.com

MEMBERSHIP CHAIRPERSON 
(for change of address only)
Ed Dover 1421 San Carlos SW 87104 
242-5427 dover5427@msn.com

TREASURER
Glen Finley 7404 Ankara-Rd NE 87122 
450-3782 grf@nmlrc.com

AUDUBON ADVENTURES CHAIRPERSON
Helen Haskell home 281-6453, work 281-5259
helennm@yaKoo.com

FIELD TRIP CHAIRPERSON
Celestyn Brozek home 266-9225 work 925-8611 
cbrozek@unm.edu

NEW MEXICO COUNCIL REPRESENTATIVE 
Andrew Rominger ecopiranga@cybermesa.coni

EDITOR, BURROWING OWL 
Pauline Turtle-Bear Guillermo 
265-6094 turdebear@jensenbear.a>m

BOARD MEMBERS AT LARGE
Dianne Cress work 842-2586 dcress@slcLstaie.nm.us
Ruth Burstrom 856-2901 rbui5trom@iaoLcom

Welcome Aloha
Thank you to Celestyn Brozek, who has 
volunteered to be our new Field Trip 
Chairman. H e will be wonderful, warm, 
and welcomed by all o f us who enjoy the 
variety and frequency o f birding 
opportunities offered by CNMAS, both 
to members and to the public at large. As 
the saying goes, “A bird in the hand is 
worth two in the bush,” and we’ll morph 
that to say that a day birding in the field 

, is worth -  well, it’s priceless in its ability 
to restore our spirit, reconnect us with 
Nature, and link us with friends who 
share our passion.

As Celestyn flies up to his new perch, we 
say “Aloha” and 10 years’ worth of 
“Thanks for the memories” to §ei 
Tokuda. Although Sei says h e ’s “retired,” 
we know that he can’t retire from being 
who he is, which means that he’ll 
continue to contribute his time, his 
presence, his organization and contact 
genius, and his sweet and serene company 
to all o f us, in the field, at our meetings, 
to our board, to the present landscape, 
and to the future of conservation. 
“Aloha, Sei” -  it doesn’t mean that we’re 
saying “Goodbye.” It means we welcome 
you anew.

C entral N ew  M exico A udubon Society assumes no 

responsibility fo r injuries, personal o r otherw ise, 

incurred w hile attending society-sponsored activities 

and  w ill n o t be held  liable fo r such accidents. 

You attend  a t your ow n risk
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