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- /// SEONNY AR NN
Central New Mexico. Auduban Soclety

owing Owl

June, July, August 2004 Issue Volume 33 No. 3

Welcome to Central New Mexico Audubon Society! Come join us. All our meetings and field trips are open to the public.
Our missions: “To appreciate, experience, and conserve birds, other wildlife and their habints. To encourage and support environmental education in New Mexico.”

communities, - both b10t1c and human, through their work
and through the sharing of their passion for nature and
conservation. I am proud to have added bird conservation to

such.a display. We as a group took the opportunity at hand

| Dateline, Washing,ton.‘DC -
Thursday, April 23, 2004

vt
Pinyon Jay &»
Western Scrub Jay

Andrew Rotninger, Audubon volunteer, field ttip leader,

and encouraged our government to step up further to the A A
CBC compiler, artist, and dedicated environmentalist, was challenge of %ostermg environmental ethics, conservation and 3 by t Arenholz
. congratulated by President Bush in the White House Rose restoration. I also found great fulfillment in meetmg with the with drawing by Andrew
Garden as he accepted his Environmental Youth Award state’s Congressional leaders and presenting them with Rommggr '

artwork, as a thanks for the positive contributions.they have

iven by the U.S. Environmental Protection Agency. There is
g Y geney. made to the environment, both on state and national levels.

an excellent article by Carolyn Carlson in the Albugquerque
Journal issue of Friday, April 23, 2004. We're proud to Jom
in recognizing and congratulating Andrew, and we're
privileged to share his first-person report below. You'll know -
immediately it was written by Andrew, as his humlllty,
character, passion, and humor shine through: «

In the Oak and Pinyon-Juniper forest, we
- find two boisterous jays, similar in size
~and color, but quite differenc in other
Iways. Both the Pinyon Jay and the
~ Western Scrub Jay are mostly blue and
_often noisy, but we can consistently
eparate them if we carefully observe their
ppearance and behaviors.

 The Scrub Jay is bright blue above,
pale gray below, with a gray-brown patch
on the back. The tail is quite long with a
- rounded tip, while the bill is heavy, biunt
and of medium length.

The trip was definitely fast-paced, and seeing such a
congested city was literally a culture shock compared to my
former experience. I was definitely glad to get home and find
my fect again in the Magdalenas. I came away from DC with

ia new found drivefor environmental service, and also with a
sense of hope. What L experienced there led me to conclude
that envitonmental issues have such importance, we must be

- monpartisan in. our pursuit of their solutions. Creating

oppongtits, creatmg “fences” to stand on one side of, merely
hamper progressive leadership and effective problem-solving.

Many fences have been strung across the landscape; they

delineate wilderness areas; preserves, ranches and multiple-use
public lands. In actuality, lands are interconnected and all

... people, those who ranch-of those.who legislate for wilderness,
are united by the sxmp ¢ fact of dependency on Earth for

uthaléﬂ of, - Which side of the fence are you,

should no longer be asked; there is no fence. Opcn

In an email to the CNMAS Board
March 25, 2004

folks. I was recently notified by the EPA that some of the bigd
conservation work I've been doing was chosen for this year’s
ten “Presidential Environmental Youth Awards.” In brief, the -
pioject, Birds of a Feather; Working for Avian Conservation,
includes the bird survey - wotkwith Fast" Moufietin ﬁpc kbl

Space and Talking Talons, the contribution of data o EMOS o

. In contrast, the Pinyon Jay's entire
}‘»:’body is dull blue. Irs tail is shorr and
”’ysquare«tlpped and its bill is longer and

Harper tbaﬁeth@:gys-fgﬁshkea—,
{Both jzvs have 2 grav-white throat. so this

site management plannmg and fieldwork in the Magdaiena

‘Mountains last summer. Also in there, which Diivery excited

about, is the environmental education and bird migration
project I did with Stephanie Kasprzak’s fourth graders at Lew

SUPpOI’ t.

DC Trip Report, May 1, 2004

Washington was quite the experience! I am finding myscu
“inspiring,” and_-
It was hard to conceptualize
. that this was the Capitol of our country, the place where what
happens on the big scale happens. Visiting the House and '
Senate mirrored my entire experience of the visit; there isian
overpowering sense of magnitude in walking through the
buildings that embody the governing of the country. The -
-miagnitude, the experience in its entirety truly was, and’
be, an -
inspiration. I met other
young people from all
over the country, ranging -
from elementary students
to freshman in college,
whose projects

such' work as
monitering in the Pacific

describing it as “outrageous,” °
also, “somewhat overwhelming.”

exatmg,

remains

to

programs in California.
was thrilled by such a
of the

 Wallace Elementary School last spring and will be doing
again this year. Audubon has played an active role, directly
and indirectly, in this work, from participating in-bird cousnts
to providing grant money for the education projects and
helping shape who it is I am as a conservationist and
naturalist. I am very appreciative of your encouragement and

included

salmon

gse . young

people to impact  their

mindedness=must prevati over polarization if our goals of a
sustainable and beneﬁcxal

are to be

human cammum

I also came away from the visit reflecting on how I had

G

. ;Qmwi:n, 1?' Andrew Romin

Soc1ety, and extend our sympathy and
s to the family and friends who
have lost their loved ones. These special 4

come to this place. Again, as I wrote in March. | realized that

: Audubon has been an integral
part of my growth as a
‘conservationist:. [t would be
amazing if all kids could grow
.up on Audubon field trips,
_ learning  birds; learning the
| landscape, and finding a sense
= of respect and devotion for
the naturalworld,

I would. like ta
my thanks to you all for
sharing the joy of Prairie-
- Chickens boommg in the-
predawn and migrant warblers

\ singing the,  springtime
. canyons, and for_supporting
the passion of young peopie

—Am‘rew

Northwest, stream ll bﬁ pemembered by us for
stewardship in  Georgia,

environmental  education the exampies they
in  Denver, recycling i

and sharing joy.

clterate

p of their anatomy is no heip 10 us.).

. The Scrub Jay is most of{ﬁn se
alone or m small groups of
Tes dich often with z long,

gliding arc. L nests as isolated pairs. not

in cooperative flocks. Irs cali is mu\'n a
rapid.  rising-in-inflection  series  of
“check-check-check-check.”

On the other hand. the Pinvon fav
travels and nests in large flocks of 20 1o
. 100 birds, They fly in tjght, noisy flocks,
iving harsh, nasal calls. Often you will
hear a flock of Pinyon Jays before you see

them. They are sociable in all seasons, -
dmg, md nesting in 1arg

So rﬁé keys to tdentifymg the lf:ss
fren see yon Jay are the all-blue
dy, short tail, long sharp bill and the
oisy, often large flocks. The Scrub Jay,
ich might nest in your neighborhood,
and gray, has a long rail, a
| and is usually alone or in 2

- very small flock. Now when you visit the

. Pinyon-Juniper country, you are ready to.
1dem:1 which jay is which. \

Drawing of Scritk Jay & Pinyon Jay

by Andrew Rominger



There's.d day in June ‘befq.aje, us,

Lustrous green an 4;‘{;!%@,
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CNMAS Field Trip Reports
compiled by Sei Tokuda
Saturday, March 13: Las Vegas NWR

Sixteen birders were on this trip on a mild spring day. The
notable species of birds included two adult Bald Eagles
* soaring up from their roost tree and about 100 Mountain and
Western Bluebirds put into flight by a Red-tailed Hawk. The
notables of the 15 waterfowl species seen were Cinnamon
Teal, Bufflehead and Common Geldeneye. The total number
of species seen for the day was 45.

. Saturday-Sunday, April 17-18: Fort Sumner & Milnesand, NM
Sixteen birders led by Christopher Rustay made this trip to
see the display of the Lesser Prairie Chickens. At one point

there were at least 19 males dis l[:laymg with only one female
visible. It was a great show. The group also birded in Fort

Sumner and some went on to other sites. One group saw
close to 100 species.

Finch Project:
lity in Rosy

which was

Finches?,

Nancy Cox of Rio Grande
Bird Rcsearch Inc.

Thursday Morning Birding Group
Weekly birding outings every Thursda { Meeting time and
al

location, as well as duration, vary. Call Margarer Wallen at
341-0928 for details of outings. Send an e-mail to Les
Hawkins at leshawknm@aol.com to get on the TBer's e-list
of scheduled trip announcements.

Thursday Birders Weekend
at the Hummingbirds of
New Mexico Festival
July 17-18 at Lake Roberts, Silver City

" There will be bird banding each morning from 7 - 10:00AM,
programs, educational shde presentation, and guided bird
walks

The Thursday Birders are planning to meet at the festival on
Saturday at Lake Roberts. Most will drive to Lake Roberts on
Friday, July. 16, since. Silver City is 238 miles from
Albuquerque by driving through Hillsboro and Lake Roberts
is another 25 miles from there. People can stay at the Grey
Feathers Lodge (505-536-3206, stay@greyfeathers.com), a
double room costing $61 with breakfast. Dinner is served
there but the dining room closes at 5 or 5:30PM.

Rooms are available at the Lake Roberts Motel (505-536
-9393). Two double beds $56, two doubles and a king for
- '$61, and a cabin that has three double beds for $76. Therc
are other options including kitchenettes. You can also try the

Lake Roberts Cabins (505-536-9927) or camp at the

_campgrounds at the laKe. .
The Spirit Canyon Lodge is already booked for the weekend,

but the dining room will be open to visitors and serves until 7
or 8:00PM. The owner said they have a good German chef.

Call Margaret Wallen (341-0928) for info about car poohng

Thanke tn Raharra iracew far daine all the recearch far ng!

with the project

ponsored. by Steve anduse.:

- CNMAS Field Trip Schedule
Our field trips, including Thursday Birders, can be found as:

bttp:lfwiw. newmexicoaudubon.arg/m mas/trips.biml

Sunday, July 11: Dragonflies at the Rlo Grande Nature
Center & Shady Lakes

Meet Dustin Huntington at 9:00AM at the viewing blind at
the NE corner of the Rio Grande Nature Center State Park
parking lot. This dragonfly tour will start at the Nature
Center and then car pool to Shady Lakes in Alameda. Please

7 - note that the Nature Center and Shady Lakes charge fees for )

parking. These sites are great to view a good variety of
dragonflies and damselfig ies. Participants = should brin

binoculars — close focus is best, but any binocular will
improve the view. Nets are not needed. Participants will
probably be out until mid-afternoon and a snack is a good
idea, along with plenty of water and a hat. Hopefully it will
be hot and uncomfortable — that is what dragonflies like best.
Call Dustin Huntington at 281-9390 or Beth Hurst-Waitz at
898-8514(h), 243-7029(w) for details.

Saturday, July 31: Bandelier Natlonal Monument/Jemez
Mountains

This trip will be led by Rebecca Gracey and the target birds
will include Hel[:anc Tanager, Cordilleran Flycatcher, Three-

-toed Woodpecker and Black Swift — no guarantees, but

worth a try. This will be a full day tnp Meet at meet at the
Marriott Pyramid at 7:00AM. Bring water, lunch and snacks.
Contact Rebecca at 242-3821 for details.

Saturday-Sunday, August 14-15: Fort Sumner & Bitter Lake

The target birds will be passerines in Fort Sumner and shore
birds, nesting Mississippi Kites and possible Upland
Sandpipers in the Bitter Lake/Roswell areas. We will
overnight in Roswell. Meet at 7:00AM at the Four Hills

Shopping. Center parking lot. Call Sei at 266-2480 for

details.
Saturday, August 21: RGNC Summer Wings Festival

A Festival of Flight Join the Friends of the Rio Grande L

Nature Center State Park in celcbratmg New Mexico’s small
bur ctacular  wildlife: hummmgbxrds butterflies,
dragon es, and bees — 8:00AM - 4:00PM, 2901 Candelaria
NW, 344-7240. Audubon members will be necdcd to do
bird identification during the festival.

Saturday, September 4: Manzanitas Mountain & Quarai
National Monument

Karen and Gary Boettcher will lead this trip. Meet at the
Four Hills Shopping Center at 8:00AM. The g irst stop will be
at Boettchers in the Manzanita Mountains for coffee and

doughnuts and hopefully some mountain birds. Next we’ll -

bird our way south along the highway with a quick stop at

Manzano Pond, then on to Quarai for more birds as we walk -

among the ruins and along the trails. Target birds: band-
tailed pigeon, pygmy nuthatch, great-horned owl, rock wren,
blue grosbeak.- Bring lunch. The trip will officially end at

Quarai after hinch.- Contact the Boettchers at 281-6726 or
nmkestrel@aol.com for details.

* Saturday, September 25: Manzano Mountam HawkWatch
. Art Arenholz will lead this trip during one of the peak times

for hawks flying south through this site. Dress for conditions
at the site, bring water, snacks and lunch. Meet at 8:00AM at
the Four Hills Shopping Center parking lot across the street
from the Travelodge Motel (SW corner of Central SE and
Tramway Blvd). Call Art at 298-1724 for details.

Saturday, October 2: Bosque del Apache NWR

This day trip will be led by Sondra Williamson and is for
those who wish to get out of ABQ to do some birding during

" the Balloon Fiesta. Bring water, snacks, and food for lunch.

Meet at 7:00AM at the UNM Department of Physics parking
lot on the NE corner of Yale and Lomas Blvd Call Sondra at
255 7674 for details.

AY AN x 1,;/ .«

Burrowing Owl Deadline

Information and articles to be included in Fall 2004 issue of -

the CNMAS Burrowing Owl newsletter, must be received by
August 10th. Contact Turtle-Bear at 505-265- 6094 or

- turtlebear@jensenbear.com.
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Welcome &» Aloha

Thank you-to Celestyn Brozek, who has
volunteered to be our new Field Trip
Chairman. He will be wonderful, warm,
and welcomed by all of us who enjoy the
variety and frequency of birdin

opportunities offered by CNMAS, bo

to members and to the public at large. As
the saying goes, “A bird in the hand is
worth two in the bush,” and we’ll morph
that to say that a day birding in the field™ -

.is worth — well, it’s priceless in its ability

to restore our spirit, reconnect us with
Nature, and link us with friends who
share our passion.

As Celestyn flies up to_ his new perch, we
“Aloha” and 10 years' worth of
“Thanks for the memories” to Sei

" Tokuda. Although Sei says he’s “tetired,”

we know that he can’t retire from bemg
who ‘he .is,. which means that he’ll

- continue to contribute  his time, his

presence, his ‘organization and contact
genius, and his sweet and serene company
to all of us, in the field, at-our meetings,
to our board, to the present landscape,

and to thé fature of conservation.

“Aloha, Sei” — it doesn’t mean that we’re
saying “Goodbye.” It means we welcome
you anew. :

Central New Mexico Audubon Society assumes no
responsibility for injuries, petsonal or otherwise,
incurred while attending society-sponsored activities
and will not be held liable for such accidents.
You attend at your own risk’
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