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UPCOMING CHAPTER ACTIVITIES -- MARK YOUR CALENDAR!!!

Come join us. All our

meetings and field trips are free and open to the public.

PROGREMS

Programs begin at 7:30 p.m. Light
refreshments are served from 7:15 and
always include some delightful homemade
treat from Pat Franklin’s oven. Core to
St. Timothy’s Lutheran Church, northwest
corner of Copper and Jefferson.

Thursday, Feb. 18 - "Raptors of New
Mexico." Presenter Ivan Pupulidy wears
many hats -- pilot, firefighter, raptor
expert, falconer, and educator. He
actively works for preservation of
raptor habitat, including the urban
interface, and is lead pilot with the
Forest Service Office of Aviation and
Fire Management. This will be an
enthusiastic presentation with great
slides and plenty of opportunity to ask
questions. Plus, there will be a
surprise guest(s). Clue: Bring your
binoculars with you, but YOU WON’T NEED
THEM!

Thursday, March 19 - "Journey to
Gamble." Andrew Kraynik, a Sandia Labs
scientist, is a longtime New Mexico
birder who has often ventured from the
surmy Southwest to the far North for
some "cool" birdwatching. His journey
to Gamble, Alagka, began when he first
became fascinated with birds as a boy in
West Virginia. Years later he worked
his way closer to Gamble by canoeing and
birding cn the Thelon River in the
Canadian Arctic. Eventually he made a
numper of trips to Gamble and the
Pribiloffs. He has slides of all his
travels. Come and corpare notes with
Andy or live vicariously through his
birdwatching exploits. Mukluks not
required!

AUDUBON FIEID TRTPS

Everyone is welcome on field trips:
Audubon members and normembers, novice
and experienced birders. Bring field
guide, binoculars, munchies & water.

TRTPS FOR FEBRUARY

Feb. 15, Sunday - Corrales Bosque. Meet
at the northwest corner of Corrales Road
and Alameda Blvd. at 8:00 a.m. Dress
warmly. We’ll be back by noon.

TRTPS FOR MARCH

March 14, Saturday - Mystery Trip. We
don’t know where we’ll go yet, but it
will be someplace where we can see birds!
So, show up at the Physics Bldg. parking
lot, northeast comer of Lomas and Yale,
at 8:00 a.m. to find out where we’re
going. Bring your lunch.

FREVIEN OF APRIL

April 4-5, Weekend - Percha Dam State
Park. This is touted as the best birding
spot in the state. Meet at the Physics
Bldg. Parking ILot, N.E. Yale and Lomas,
at 7:00 a.m. Bring lunch; we’ll have
supper cut. This can be a day trip or an
overnighter. There are canpsites at the
park or lodging in T or C. Call Charlotte
(345-1271) or Sei (266-2480) so we know
how any plan to stay overnight.

THIRSDAY MORNING BIRDING GROUP

For information on weekly birding
outings (every Thursday), call Julie
Goodding at 255-9366. Meeting time and
location, as well as duration, vary.
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As part of its new philosophy adopted under its
Strategic Plan in 1995, National Audubon has
aggressively pursued its transition from the
existing nine regional offices to 50 state
offices. Fourteen state offices are now open,
each with a Director and support staff. A grant
from the Packard Foundation in 1997 has provided
matching funds to money raised by each state
office.

To invite further participation and promote local
development, the National Audubon Society Board
of Directors is visiting different State Offices
guarterly for its regular meetings.

Randall Davey Audubon Center in Santa Fe will be
the site of the upcoming NAS Board meeting March
18 through March 23. Each and every member of
Audubon is invited to attend any or all of the
field trips, comittee meetings, and social
events plarmed around this exciting gathering.

ROUGH DRAFT AGENDA
For specific details on items of 1nterest
contact
Randall Davey Audubon Center
(B05) 983-4609

Wednesday, March 18
Field trip to Ted Turner’s Vermejo Park Ranch,

including reception and dinmer

Thursday, March 19
Birding Walk, Breakfast, and Tour of Vermejo

Park Ranch; return to Santa Fe

Friday, March 20
Between a 6:15 a.m. bird walk until dinner at
5:30, the day is filled with various Conmittee
meetings, including a 9:00 a.m. Board Forum

Saturday, March 21
Another early morning bird walk,

with meetings scheduled for
Education/Comunications, Field Operations,
and Science Committees

Sunday, March 22
Morning bird walk, breakfast, and board meeting

Afternoon field trip to Bosque del Apache NWR
Dinner and overnight in Socorro

Monday, March 23
Breakfast and Bosque tour

Depart for Albuquerque 1:00 p.m.
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MORE BIRDING OPPORTUNITIES

Feb. 7, Saturday - Hart Schwarz,
expert birder, will lead a Placitas
bird walk, sponsored by Wild Bird
Center. Placitas residents will
meet at Homestead Village at 8:30
a.m. Other interested persons can
meet at the Wild Bird Center, Eubank
at Spain NE in The Promenade
Shopping Center, at 7:45 a.m. and
caravan to Horestead Village.
Everyone is welcome.

Lpril 24-26 - 6th Anmial Gila Rird &
Nature Festival at the Gila National
Forest, the Nature Congervancy’s
Gila Riparian Preserve and Minbres
River Preserve, and nearby areas.
Sponsored by the Festival, the
Nature Conservancy of New Mexico,
local chapters of the Audubon
Society and the New Mexico Native
Plant Socilety, the U.S. Forest
Service, The Siiver City-Grant
County Chanber of Comrerce, and the
Mexican American Chamber of Commerce
in Silver City, the Festival
includes field trips to cbserve
local and migratory birds, identify
flora of the southwestern forests
and rivers, visit Minmbres archeo-
logical sites, as well as lectures,
miseum tours, and a Festival banquet

on April 25. For information call
1-800-548-9378, or write: Gila Bird
& Nature Festival, P.O. Bax 2013,

Silver City, NM

88062.

The Burrowing Owl Newsletter is
published six times a year,
February, April, June, August,
Octcber and December, by Central New
Mexico Rudubon Society, P.O. Box
30002, Albuquergue, New Mexico,
87190-0001. Subscription is free to

*National Audubon Society members

$12 to nonmenbers.
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WILDLIFE RESCUE
If you find a sick or injured bird, call
344-2500.
RARE BIRD ALERT
To learn about sightings all over the
state or to report a rare sighting, the
NEW NOMBER in Albuquerque is 323-9323.

BIRDING ONLINE

Online, the New Mexico rare bird hotline
is availlable by suscribing to either
BIRDWEST or BIRDWGCS5. Send an e-mail to:
listserve@listserv.arizona.edu (leave the
subject blank). In the body of your
message type: subscribe birdwest your
name, or sub birdwg05 your name,
depending on the list you want to join.
Be sure to type in your e-mail address on
the "from" line if your program does not
do that automatically.

BIRDWEST lists rare bird alerts for many
of the western states. BIRDWGO5 has
information primarily about birding in
Arizona and New Mexico. It has informa-
tion about places to go, birds to see,
and is an opportunity to share
information about birding these areas
with other subscribers to the list.

ABOUT "AIIXJIBON ADVISCRY™

Because the Burrowing Owl is published
every two months, we cammot keep you up
to date on all the envirommental
initiatives and Congressional actions.
Audubon Advisory and Action Alerts are
available online through Audubon’s
read-only listserv. Send an e-mail
message to:

listservelist.audubon.org (leave the
subject blank). In the message, type:
SUB audubon-news. Be sure to include
your e-mail address in the "from" line if
your program does not do this for you.

Because this is a read-only list, you
will not receive hundreds of possibly
unwanted messages from other subscribers.
You will only receive environmental
information and alerts from Audubon.
alerts will tell you who to contact if
you want to comrent and what Audubon’s
position is for each issue. This is a
great way to learn about and become
involved with conservation issues.

The
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The natural
alternative

Backyard birding is an increasingly
popular entertainment option.
Share it with your friends and

family, and enjoy 15% off any bird

feeder with this ad.

The Promenade Shopping Center
5200 Eubank NE (Eubank at Spain NE)
{Just east of Marie Callendar’s)

332-4737

THE STATUS OF WETLANDS LOSS

According to the U.S. Fish and Wildlife
report, "Status and Trends of
Wetlands in the Conterminocus United
States: Projected Trends 1985 to

- 1995, " igsued in September, the U.S.
lost 1.2 million acres of wetlands
between 1985-95, 1% of all wetlands in
the lower 48 states. Agriculture and
logging were the main culprits, with
the Southeast particularly hard hit.

Of 221 million acres of wetlands
existing in colonial times, 101 million
remain. Although the Bush-era goal of
no-net-loss of wetlands remaing
elusive, it’s within sight. The rate
of wetland loss has dropped 60% in 20
years. Fram the 1950s to 1970s, the
lower 48 states lost 458,000 acres a
year. The rate slowed to 290,000 acres
yearly from the mid-1970s to mid-1980s.
The new study estimates recent losses
at 117,000 acres per year. Half the
progress since 1985 is due to wetland
restoration activities, which boosted
the nation’s wetlands base by an
estimated 78,000 acres per year.

--From Conmon Ground
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IN MEMORTAM

We wish to gratefully acknowledge the
receipt of a donation from Trish and
Andy Braunschweiger to Central New
Mexico Audubon Society in memory of
Dorothy Torza. We extend sympathy to
Dorothy’s family and friends, to whom
she was such a blessing.

"All Nature seems at work.

Slugs leave their lair --
The bees are stirring --

Birds are on the wing --
And Winter, slumbering

in the open air,
Wears on his smiling face

a dream of Spring!"

--Sanmuel Taylor Coleridge

BOSQUE DEL APACHE AND CNMAS
A REPORT BY JEFF MYERS, PRESIDENT

Bosque del Apache National Wildlife
Refuge, arguably the jewel of the
National Wildlife Refuge system, was
previocusly adopted by cur Chapter
under National’s "Adopt A Refuge"
program. In accordance with a
Memorandum of Understanding with the
U.S. Fish and Wildlife Service,
National has created a replacement
program referred to as ARK (Audubon
Refuge Keeper). Our Chapter has
formally adopted Bosque again under
this new program.

As it has done for many years, the
Chapter will, on an annual basis,
perform Bosque-related activities in
the following categories: public
education, citizen science,
volunteerism, fund raising, and
advocacy. Together with Friends of
Bosque del Apache NWR and other groups
working with the Refuge, we look
forward to making it an even better
source of wetland habitat and
envirommental education.

If you would like to work on a
committee to coordinate Bosque-related
activities, give me a call at
242-9677.
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Think Of Your Backyard As A Stage

(Nature provides the characters.)

The popular Chickadee
is the ‘clown” of the
ba:/eyardfeedc{ a Attracting nature to your backyard
4 i is fun and rewarding for the whole
: family. Let the Certified Birdfeeding
Specialists at Wild Birds Unlimited®
help you attract one of nature’s
greatest and most colorful casts of
characters — wild birds.

SurporTING NEW MEXICO AUDUBON SINCE 1991

QUild Birde Unlimited®

We Bring People and Nature Together®
72060 Montgomery Blvd. NE « (505) 883-0324

BIRDSEED ¢ FEeEDERS * BIRDBATHS * NATURE GIiFTS

THE NATTONAL WILDLIFE REFUGE IMPROVEMENT ACT
OF 1997

On Octcober 9, 1997, with National Audubon
Society President John Flicker at his side,
President Clinton signed the new law which,
for the first time, establishes conservation
as the central mission of the National
wildlife Refuge System.

Of notable interest to Auduboners is
recognition in the law that "compatible
wildlife dependent recreation, ' including
wildlife abservation, ought to receive
priority consideration over other secondary
uses (e.g. grazing, jet skiing and oil
drilling.) For the benefit of wildlife, new
mandates require the Secretary of the
Interior to manage refuges for biodiversity;

. monitor trends in fish, wildlife and plant

populations; and ensure water quality and
quantity on refuges. We, as Auduboners, have
a lot to be proud of and grateful for.

RE/MAX As a fellow birder and
p ) retired Forest Service
«ﬂN‘}X Masters Biologist, I’m laoking
« forward to helping my
' LeomFager many friends meet

their real estate needs.
I will donate $75 to the

510£I)Seaguﬂ mﬁgfgg CNMAS upon closing if
ugerque,

Office: (505) ga3-gg7g  YOU contact me
Toll Free: 18007532782 through this ad.

Home: {505) 891-1306 con [ager
Mobit: (505} 235:4455 L F
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ALBUQUERQUE CHRISTMAS BIRD COUNT: 12-21-97

By Hart R. Schwarz, compiler

01. Pied-billed Grebe 12 54. Pinyon Jay 79
02. Eared Grebe 1 55. Black-billed Magpie 7
03. Great Blue Heron 28 56. American Crow 2,182
04. Black-crowned Night Heron 1 57. Common Raven 33
05. Canada Goose 324 58. Horned Lark 202
06. Wood Duck 296 59. Black-capped Chickadee - 22
07. Gadwall 182 60. Mountain Chickadee 7
08. American Wigeon 442 61. Juniper Titmouse 10
09. Mallard 1,450 62. Bushtit 169
10. Northern Shoveler 51 63. White-breasted Nuthaich 29
11. Northern Pintail 18 64. Rock Wren 1
12. Green—winged Teal 58 65. Bewick's Wren 27
13. Canvasback 12 66. Winter Wren 1
14. Ring-necked Duck 86 67. Marsh Wren 4
15. Lesser Scaup 6 68. Golden-crowned Kinglet 2
16. Bufflehead 2 69. Ruby-crowned Kinglet 70
17. Common Goldeneye 1 70. Western Bluebird 32
18. Common Merganser 54 71. Townsend's Solitaire 15
19. Ruddy Duck 15 72. Hermit Thrush 5
20. Bald Eagle 6 73. American Robin 167
21. Northern Harrier 8 74. Northern Mockingbird 1
22. Sharp-shinned Hawk 8 75. Brown Thrasher 1
23. Cooper's Hawk 13 76. Curve-billed Thrasher 10
24. Red-tailed Hawk 21 77. European Starling 35,296
25. Golden Eagle 1 78. American Pipit 60
26. American Kestrel 32 79. Yellow-rumped Warbler 174
27. Merlin 1 80. Spotted Towhee 61
28. Prairie Falcon 2 81. Canyon Towhee 30
29. Ring-necked Pheasant 2 82. Rufous-crowned Sparrow 1
30. Scaled Quail 45 83. American Tree Sparrow 4
31. Gambel's Quail 8 84. Chipping Sparrow 10
32. Virginia Rail 2 85. Brewer's Sparrow 17
33. American Coot 238 86. Black-throated Sparrow 2
34. Sandhill Crane 149 87. Sage Sparrow 12
35. Whooping Crane 1 88. Lark Bunting 1
36. Killdeer 37 89. Savannah Sparrow 12
37. Common Snipe 5 90. Song Sparrow 229
38. Ring-billed Guil 56 91. Lincoln's Sparrow 1
39. Rock Dove 786 92. Swamp Sparrow 1
40. White-winged Dove 39 93. White-throated Sparrow 2
41. Mourning Dove 167 94. White-crowned Sparrow 1,021
42. Greater Roadrunner 4 95. Dark-eyed Junco 1,602
43. Western Screech-Owl 4 96. Red-winged Blackbird 4,352
44, Great Horned Owl 5 97. Western Meadowlark 128
45, Belted Kingfisher 10 98. Yellow-headed Blackbird 7
46. Red-naped Sapsucker 2 99. Brewer's Blackbird 15
47. Downy Woodpecker 16 100. Great-tailed Grackle 45
48. Hairy Woodpecker 1 101. Cassin's Finch 2
49. Northern Flicker 119 102. House Finch 893
50. Black Phoebe 18 103. Pine Siskin 54
51. Say's Phoebe 14 104. American Goldfinch 163
52. Loggerhead Shrike 4 105. House Sparrow 256

53. Western Scrub-Jay 62
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1997 Bosque del Apache NWR CBC
Saturday, Becember 20, 1998
Steve Cox., Compiler

‘Species # | |Species # Species #
1.Pied-billed Grebe 5| | 48Red-shafted Flicker 22| 93|House Sparrow 18
2 Double-crested Cormorant 1] | 48 Black Phoebe 2
3! Neotropic Cormorant 11{ | 50|Say's Phoebe 7
4. Great Biue Heron 15 | 51 Horned Lark 80 Total Species 93
5:Great Egret 111, 52!W. Scrub Jay 11 Total Individuals 47709
6| Black-crowned Night-Heron 4 ' 53!/ American Crow 1254
7.Snow Goose {blue form) 100 | 54 Chihuahuan Raven 3

‘Snow Goose 15390 | 55,Common Raven 2
8'Ross' Goose 20 raven, sp. 1] Count Week Birds Only
9!Canada Goose 200/ | 56 Verdin 2

10/ Wood Duck 11 {57 |Rock Wren 1 i Tundra Swan
11!Green-winged Teal 187! | 58 Bewick's Wren 1 |Rough-legged Hawk
12 Mallard 1735 | 59 Marsh Wren 6 ,
13:Northern Pintail 1189, | 60|Ruby-crowned Kinglet 7
114 Northern Shoveler 147 | 61| Western Bluebird 5
15 Gadwall 53 | 62 Hermit Thrush 1
16 Canvasback 2! | 63/Curve-billed Thrasher 1
17 Redhead 8! | 64 Crissal Thrasher 1
18{Ring-necked Duck . 4 | 85,American Pipit 24
19,Common Goldeneye 2| | 68!Loggerhead Shrike 2
20|Bufflehead 12| | 67 European Starling 340
21iHooded Merganser 2! | 68!Y-rumped W. (Myrtle) 1
22:Common Merganser 3 Y-rumped W. (Audubon's) 8
23iRuddy Duck 9| | 69| Pyrrhuloxia 5
duck sp. 13500, | 70{Spotted Towhee 14
24 Bald Eagle 6| | 71 Canyon Towhee 3
25 Northern Harrier 20! | 72{Chipping Sparrow 3
26{Sharp-shinned Hawk 1! | 73'Brewer's Sparrow 40
27 Cooper's Hawk 2| ! 74 Vesper Sparrow 17
28 Red-tailed Hawk 12, | 75|Black-throated Sparrow 3
Red-tailed (Harlan's) Hawk 3| | 76 ' Sage Sparrow 6
29/Ferruginous Hawk 1] | 77 Savannah Sparrow 123
30{American Kestrel 9 | 78,Song Sparrow 134
31 Prairie Falcon 11 | 79 Lincoln's Sparrow 10).
32{Ring-necked Pheasant 10} | 80|Swamp Sparrow 5
33| Wild Turkey 52| | 81 White-throated Sparrow 1
34 Gambel's Quail 162 | 82 White-crowned Sparrow 682
35; American Coot 163! | 83,0regon Junco 121
36iSandhill Crane 9500 Gray-headed Junco 16
37 \Whooping Crane 3 Dark-eyed Junco 105
38 Kilideer 41 | 84 Red-winged Blackbird 1655
39| Greater Yeliowlegs 1! | 85 Western Meadowlark 85
40! east Sandpiper 3 meadowlark sp. 5
41 /Common Snipe 7| | 86| Yellow-headed Blackbird 9
42 Rock Dove 53| | 87 Brewer's Blackbird 56
43, Mourning Dove 168| | 88 Great-tailed Grackle 3
44 ' Western Screech Owl 3| | 89, Common Grackle 1
45 Great Horned Owl 2| 1 90 House Finch 16
46 Belted Kingfisher 11191 Lesser Goldfinch 2
47 L adder-backed Woodpecker 2| 192 American Goldfinch 2]
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SANDIA MOUNTAINS CHRISTMAS BIRD COUNT

1. Sharp-Shimmed Hawk 3 " o
2. Cooper’s Hawk 2 o QL.
3. Red-tailed Hawk 4 = S
Y
4. Goldgn Eagle 3 NS =
5. American Kestrel 8 N JA
6. Rock Dove 68 S 2%
A
7. Red-naped Sapsucker 1 T
8. Downy Woodpecker 2 k‘j/Uj
9. Hairy Woodpecker 1 -@wsﬂvzﬁ%.
10. Northern (red-shafted) Flicker 37
11. Hormed Lark 3 A State-Wide Hummingbird Survey
12. Steller’s Jay 21
15 Serb Jay 159 byt Now Moo tuddin Concl, P b g
. - ’ u ’
14. Pinon Jay 60 , .Q .
15. Clark’s Nutcracker 2 Knowledge o hummingbire n New Miesco while eatning more sbowt mumiirds yourel,
16. American Crow 131 This all-volunteer study was started in 1995 as a means of helping us all learn more about
~ hummingbirds in our state. Participants are asked to watch hummingbirds in their yards at least
17. Common Raven 52 two hours each week and to take note of what plants, feeders. or water they are visiting, or any
+ P other observation of interest. Some participants have found nests, others have noticed courtship
3‘8 ’ I;I(J?Ul:ltaéljlt@lld(adee ;z displays, while still others have noted how much these fascinating creatures eat.
19, alin 1litmouse
2 ht . To become part of this fun study you need only send vour name, address, and county of
0. Bushtit 95 residence aiong with a stamped self-addressed envelope to: New Mexico Audubon Council,
21 Red-breasted Nuthatch 27 26 Dogwood Lane, Los Lunas, NM 87031. A $5.00 donation to New Mexico Audubon Council
: ., is suggested to help with the printing costs of the newsletter, special observation calendar, and
22. White-breasted Nuthatch 9 packet of seeds you will receive. We hope to hear from you about your hummingbird
23 Pyg[_ny Nuthatch 3 adventures this coming year.
24 . Brown Creeper g5 This program is sponsored by New Mexico Audubon Courcil, Randall Davey Audubon
5 . Ccnter, Parmers in Flight. and with assistance from New Mexico Share with Wildlifc. 1f you
5. Ruby—crowned Klnglet 3 have questions, plcase contact Lorraine Schulte in Las Cruces (phone 524-7029), Deanna
26. Westermn B_‘]_ueblrd 77 Einspahr in Santa Fe (phone 983-4609), Larry Amnold in Albuguerque (phone 298-3665,
. . email larnold47@aol.com), or Eleanor Wootten, NMHC program coordinator (email
27. Mountain Bluebird 12 ewootten@zianet.com). The direct URL to our program fact sheet is:
2 ’ tad
52 . ;OW; LSEEIId S Sglltalre 2?- http/www.unm.edu/ ~ bneville/nmos/hummer.htm}
. Hermit Thrush
30. American Robin 511
31. Sage Thrasher 14 National Audubon Society
32. Crissal Thrasher 7 4 :
; Chapter Membership Application
33. Loggerhead Shrike 1
34. European Starling 57 Yes, I'd like to join
1
35. SpOttEd Towhee 18 | Please enroll me as a member of the National Audubon Society and of
36. Canyon Towhee ! my local chapter. Please send AUDUBON magazine and my membership
Y 1
37 Song Sparrow 1 : card to the address below.
38, i te-crowned Sparrow 7 : O My check for $20 is enclosed
39. Dark-eyed Junco 491 |  NAME
40. Western Meadowlark 19 ADDRESS
. . ]
41. Ca581n’§ Finch 7 : CITY STATE 21P
42 . House Finch 100 1 Please make all checks payable to the national Audubon Sociery
: ]
43. Red CI‘QSSl]Dlll 3 i Send this application and your check to:
44, Pine Siskin 113 National Audubon Society
45, American Goldfinch 6 CNMAS Chapter
46 . House Sparrow 48 : P.O. Box 30002 * Albuquerque, NM 87190-0002
-1
t
1
i
4

Saturday, December 27, 1997
Jonalyn Yancey, Compiler

Total
Total

Species 46

Individuals 2337
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—\t —————— LOCAL CHAPTER

Central New Mexico Audubon Society
Local Chapter Code — Q51
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Use the above form for new subscriptions only. Contact
Membership Chairperson for changes of address or corrections in
your Burrowing Ow! label. Nonmembers can receive the Burrowing
Owl by sending your name and address with $12 to CNMAS, c/o
Beth Hurst, 804 Guadalupe Circle, NW., 87114-1710.
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AUGDUBON ADVENTURES

Julie Goodding, Education Chairperson, reports
two more schools are receiving Audubon
Adventures -- Manzano Day Schocl and Montezuma
Elementary. 2An exanple of the information their
students will study, from the "Wetlands" issue:

"Native Americans called these areas ’‘between
lands, ’ neither water nor land. Wetlands are
important to people in a variety of ways. Can
you name some berries and grains grown in
wetlands that are part of many Thanksgiving
meals? There’s more: scilentists have
discovered many wetland plants that contain
useful medicines. A wetland acts as a natural
water-treatment plant,
cleaning water by
filtering it through
its plant life.
Wetlands soak up
heavy raing like

a sponge, reducing
flooding and erosion
during storms."

Enclosed please find my check for $

(Each $35 will sponsor one classroom in the
Audubon Adventures Program. Any amount you
contribute will benefit our educational activities.)

I choose to designate
Elementary/Middle School for my sponsorship
(designation is optional).

Name
Address
~ City, State, Zip

Help support this educational outreach program!
Send your check payable to CNMAS with this form
to Ron Waitz, 804 Guadalupe Circle, N.W., Albqg.,
87114,

RANES & cnow%

A Birding and Nature Shop

Birding Gear « Feeding Supplies - Workshops
Books » Unigue Gifts + Art » Contemporary Crafts

400-B San Felipe NW
Old Town
Albuguerque, New Mexico, 87104

Lori Korngut
Joel Komgut
505.243.0800
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THE BOOKMARK AT PLACITAS
BIRDING SUPPLIES ~ BOOKS
SOUTHWEST GIFTS
221 HWY. 165 STE. G
PLACITAS, NEW MEXICO
(505) 771-9228

IN HOMESTEAD VILLAGE

10% off any item in store with this ad!

A BN DEFEATS SPECTAL INTEREST RULES

Fending off a Congressional attack on
fish-eating birds, Audubon success-
fully rallied public opposition to
legislative provisions requiring the
Fish & Wildlife Service to permit
undlimited killing of cormorants.

Buried in the Interior Appropriations
bill was special interest language
declaring war on double-crested
cormorants, which are viewed in some
states as having an adverse impact on
fish farming.

Behind closed doors, wmamed lcokbyists
for camercial and sport fishing
groups were able to brcaden the
cormorant directive to include all
fish-eating birds that "cause
prcblems." This provision was ex-
tremely broad and, taken literally, it
would have allowed anyone to kill any
fish-eating birds causing problems, at
any time.

After Audubon blew the whistle on this
language, it vanished. No one --
neither Representatives nor Senators
-- was willing to take responsibility
for the language. According to a
follow-up Gannett Newswire story on
October 28, several congressional
aides said that, "most Senators and

‘House members had no idea what the

committee had done until Audubon found
out what was going on and rallied
public cpposition.”

This is a major victory for Audubon
and an outstanding example of how
concerned citizens, and more
specifically, ZAudubon’s gragssroots
network, made a difference.
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Letter from NAS President John Flicker, Oct. 17, 1997:
SNOW GOOSE NUMBERS THREATEN HABITAT

“ t our recent meeting [Sept.] in Tucson, the NAS Board of

Directors approved unanimously a resolution to protect
wildlife habitat and ecosystems in the subarctic
currently under threat from damage by burgeoning populations
of lesser snow goose. Specifically the Board voted to support the

science-based recommendations of the Arctic Goose Task Force
to reduce the mid-continent population of the lesser snow goose
through expanded hunting. Audubon’s concern in this situation
is in line with our mission to protect birds, wildlife, and their
habitat, using the best tools available.

As a result of land-use practices in the south-central
U.S,, the snow goose population that winters in that area is
exploding. The immense flocks of geese then migrate north each
spring, eating virtually all the plants in their Arctic breeding
grounds and causing widespread devastation to habitat that
otherwise would be mostly pristine tundra west of Hudson Bay
in Canada.
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Snow geese (Chen caerulescens) making use of Middle C

Ironically, the problem {...] is one of our own making.
Efforts to protect and enhance populations of waterfowl have
worked too well for snow geese. The mid-continent population
(breeding west of Hudson Bay, and wintering on the southern
Great Plains and western Gulf Coast) has grown by almost 300%
since the 1960s, and is now estimated at over three million.
Land-use and wildlife-management practices have led to
unnatural survival levels for snow geese on their U.S. wintering
grounds. Their burgeoning numbers are now in the process of
destroying their own Arctic breeding habitat.

The snow goose population nesting west of Hudson
Bay, Canada, has reached incredible densities (sometimes with
as many as 3,000 nests packed into one square kilometer of
tundra). The geese are now eating everything in sight. Because
they grub out plants by the roots, large numbers of them can
literally destroy the tundra. To quote Robert FE. Rockwell,
Kenneth E. Abraham, and Robert L. Jeffries (Winter, 1997, issue
of the Living Bird Quarterly), ‘Scientists are concerned that the
increasing numbers of geese may soon lead to an ecological
catastrophe as these voracious feeders turn the delicate arctic
habitat they inhabit into a barren wasteland.’

reek Wildlife
Management Area (Lebanon Co., PA) on their journey north in early spring.
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If we do nothing about the situation, the geese will
spread across much of the Arctic, devastating huge areas of
tundra, and then millions of them will suffer malnourishment,
disease, and starvation, leading to a population crash. But by
that time, they will have destroyed the habitat for many other
species. Studies show that once degraded, this habitat will take
decades, at least, to recover. Populations of many other bird
species will be hurt by the resulting loss of habitat. These are
among the tundra and marsh species that are likely to suffer
local starvation and population decline because of the current
habitat destruction:

northern pintait *
green-winged teal
oldsquaw

yellow rail
semipalmated plover
American golden-plover
semipalmated sandpiper
least sandpiper

dunlin

stilt sandpiper
red-necked phalarope
parasitic jaeger

Arctic tern

short-eared owl

American pipit

Karen Hoffman Atwood

Savannah sparrow

American tree sparrow

Lapland longspur
hoary redpoll

Also possibly affected will be many other bird species
such as short-billed dowitcher, Hudsonian godwit, and Smith’s
longspur, as well as many tundra plants, butterflies, and other
organisms.

The problem is urgent. Long-term solutions may
involve changes in land-use practices in the southern and central
U.S., but more immediate steps are essential. Audubon thus
endorses the recommendations of the Arctic Goose Habitat
Working Group, an international team of scientists studying the
problem.

The Board resolution commits the NAS to work closely
with federal, state and Canadian agencies to define the most
effective mix of short- and long-term solutions to the snow
goose population problem. By acting now, we hope to reduce the
loss of critical habitat and to protect the many bird species and
other wildlife that depend on this habitat.”
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