
C E N T R A L  NEW M E X I C O  A U D U B O N  S O C I E T Y  

F E B R U A R Y  -  M A R C H  1 9 9 6  

V O L U M E  2 5  -  N o .  2 

U P C O M I N G  C H A P T E R  A C T I V I T I E S  - -  M ARK Y O U R  C A L E N D A R ! ! !

Welcome! The Central New Mexico Audubon Society meets at
7:30 p.m. on the third Thursday of each month at St. Timothy's 
Lutheran Church, Copper and Jefferson, N.E. All meetings, field 
trips, and special events are free and open to the public.

P R O G R A M S

T H U R S D A Y , F e b .  1 6 ,  Usual place, 
usual time: G A L A P A G O S  U P D A T E .

Kristina Grant, a biologist 
associated with the University of 
New Mexico, has just returned from 
doing field work in the Galapagos. 
She will present a talk and slide 
show reviewing the current status 
of the birds and other animals of 
these famous and fragile islands, 
and will also describe her own 
ongoing research there.

M O N D A Y ,  M a r c h  4 ,  7 : 0 0  p . m . ,

Special Time, Speci al P l a c e ! 
P E R E G R I N E S  A N D  HA WK S  A L O F T  ( 3 4 3 -  

0111). Join us at the NM Dept, of 
Game & Fish office for a joint 
meeting with Hawks Aloft to hear a 
talk by Tom Smylie, who recently 
retired from USF&W, and his wife, 
Cherie. Tom has worked for many 
years doing field research for The 
Peregrine Fund. He and Cherie 
will present exceptional slides 
and an interesting talk about his 
work banding Peregrine Falcons and 
studying the migr a t i o n  patterns 
of the Arctic Peregrine.

Come one, come all! Everyone is 
welcome on field trips: Audubon
members or non-members, novice and 
expe r i e n c e d  birders.

T R I P S  F OR F E B R U A R Y

F e b .  10-11 - Weekend. L a s  V e g a s

a n d  M a x w e l l  N a t i o n a l  W i l d l i f e  

R e f u g e s .  We'll be joining Hawks 
Aloft, led by Jim Place. Jim is 
asking a $10 donation for this 
trip for those who are not members 
of Hawks Aloft. Bring your lunch 
and lots of warm clothing - it can 
get pretty cold. Will stay o v e r 
night in Raton. Advance r e g i s t r a 
tion is required and car pooling 
is encouraged. Call Jim Place 
(821-5988) to register. This trip 
is a must to see Hawks and Eagles! 
Meet at 7:30 a.m. at Far North 
Theater, San Mateo and Academy.

F e b .  18 - Sunday. B r e a k f a s t  f o r

t h e  B i r d ( e r s )  a n d  C o r r a l e s  B o s q u e .

Meet at Grandma's Restaurant, 141 
Osuna, N.W., at 8:00 a.m. for 
breakfast, then we'll head out to 
the Corrales Bosque for the rest 
of the morning. Dress warmly. If 
you want to sleep in, meet us at 
Grandma's at 9:00 a.m.
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M a r c h 1 0  - S u n d a y .  B l u e  W a t e r  &
Z u n i M o u n t s l i  n s . Meet at 7 : 00
a.m. at the Physics Bldg. Park i ng
L o t , Yale cm d  L o m a s , NE corn e r .
Bring your 1unch .

M a r c h 2 3 - 2 4 -  W e e k e n d .  P e r c h a D a m
S t a t e P a r k . This is supposed to
be the best birding spot in the
state . Meet at the Physics B1 d g .
Park ing Lot , Yale and L o m a s , at
6 : 30 a.m. Bring lunch; we'll h a ve
suppe r o u t . There are campsi tes
at th e park or lodging in T or C.
Call Chariot:te (345-1271) or Sei
( 266- 2480 ) so we know how m any
plan to stay overn i g h t .

JUAN TABO TURNOFF

Park in the dirt parking lot at the 
Forest Road turnoff. Walk up the road 
to the cattle guard area. Look on the 
hillside for meadowlarks, Black-throated 
Sparrow, Rufous-crowned Sparrow, Scaled 
Quail, and White-crowned Sparrows. In 
the wash to the south, look for Canyon 
Towhee, Scrub Jay, Townsend's Solitaire, 
both bluebirds. Up the wash, and up 
towards La Cueva, watch for Ladderbacked 
Woodpecker, Plain Titmouse, Mountain 
Chickadee, Sage Thrasher, and Spotted 
Towhee. Always watch for a Crissal 
Thrasher, too.

- - - - - - - - - - FOLD H E R E - - - - - - - - - - -
-PASTE ON 3 - x -5 CARD FOR REFERENCE-

A D V A N C E  N O T I C E  F O R  A P R I L

A p r i l  1 3 - 1 4  -  W e e k e n d .  R o s w e l l

a n d  R a t t l e s n a k e  S p r i n g s .  We'll go 
to Bitter Lake to see water and 
shore birds, then head down to 
Carlsbad to see what we can find 
at R a t t l e s n a k e  Springs. We'll 
stay over n i g h t  in Carlsbad. Call 
Sei at 266-2480 for information on 
acc o m m o d a t i o n s .  Meet at 7:00 a.m. 
at Four Hills Shopping Center, 
Central and Tramway, at the Video 
S t o r e .

T a k e  1-25 north ou t o f A lbuquerque to  T ram w ay, and  go  eas t  

to  the sign fo r Juan  T a b o  Picnic Ground.

BOCASoft Inc. introduces the National Audubon Society Wild Birds screen saver for 
Windows/95 and Windows 3.1. Wild Birds is a multimedia experience of beautiful 
images, amazing animations, and wondrous sounds of birds in natural surroundings.

Animated habitat scenes feature graceful birds flying across your screen. Listen closely 
and you may hear the wind as it blows over the mountains in the distance, the frogs and 
insects of the wetlands, or maybe the far off bell of a seashore buoy.

Listen to your favorite songs and calls, and learn to identify birds by their sounds alone. 
Learn about Audubon Sanctuaries and the National Wildlife Refuges, their programs, 
and the birds and habitats they protect. Sound card required for audio.

BOCASoft has provided CNMAS with a special promotional offer by purchasing in bulk: Members can 
purchase Wild Birds for $24.95, $5 off the retail price. To order, send a check made out to CNMAS and (allow 
four to six weeks):

Name:_______________________ Address:____________________________________________
Copies of Wild Birds:__________  Total Enclosed: $_________________
Mail to: CNMAS, P.O. Box 30002, Albuquerque, New Mexico 87190
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NATURE SHOP
• QUALITY BIRD SEED • FEEDERS & HOUSES 

■BIRD BATHS -NATURE GIFTS

GENI KROLICK 
DAVID KROLICK
OWNERS _

LOUISIANA PLAZA 

7200 MONTGOMERY NE 

ALBUQUERQUE NEW MEXICO 87110

505-883-0324

AN O D Y S S E Y  OF O U T I N G S

Feb. 16-18: K la m a th  B a s i n  B a l d  E a g l e  

C o n f e r e n c e  (17th Annual), Klamath Basin, 
OR. Call 503-883-5732, Klamath Basin 
Audubon Society.

March 7-10: A u d u b o n  F lo c k i n g  t o  t h e  R io  

G ra n d e  V a l l e y .  National Audubon's Board 
and the Audubon Council of Texas meet in 
McAllen, Texas, to focus on the Rio 
Grande Wildlife Corridor. For an 
agenda, map, list of area hotels and 
field trips, call Southwest Regional 
Office at 512-327-1943 or 
17634.20@compuserve.com.

March 16-17: F e s t i v a l  o f  t h e  C r a n e s ,  

M o n te  V i s t a  NWR, C o lo r a d o .  Celebrate 
the cranes' northerly migration and 
visit two refuges (Alamosa and Monte 
Vista) all in one weekend. Call Monte 
Vista Chamber of Commerce @ 719-852- 
2731, or Hawks Aloft locally @ 343-0111 
if you want to go in a "flock."

March 21-24: W in g s  o v e r  t h e  P l a t t e  (8th 
Annual), Grand Island, NE. Call Conven
tion & Visitors Bureau, 1-800-658-3178.

March 22-24: A t t w a t e r ' s  P r a i r i e  C h ic k e n  

F e s t i v a l ,  Eagle Lake, TX. Eagle Lake 
Chamber of Commerce, 409-234-2780.

April 18-21: I n s t i t u t e  o f  D e s e r t  

E c o lo g y ,  Tucson, AZ. Study Sonoran 
Desert ecosystems under expert 
instructors. Emphasis is on relation
ship between plant life, animals and the 
physical characteristics of the desert 
rather than classification and identifi
cation. $275/person, registration 
necessary. Call Tucson Audubon Society, 
602-629-0757.

O N V E N T I O N  ' 9 6

IBON'S AMERICA
You 

can help 
strengthen 
Audubon’s 

effectiveness!

Participate in this 
very important 

'96 Convention, 
which features: 

political action, birds,

C H A R T I N G  I H !  F U T U R E  
F O R  H A B I T A T  P R O T E C T I O N

CONVENTION ACTIVITIES AT A GLANCE
The American University •  Washington, D.C

Friday, June 7 

Saturday, June 8

Sunday, June 9

Pre-convention Field Trips

Registration Services /  Exhibits /  Nature Shop 
Early Morning Birding
Chapter Development, Grassroots Leadership Workshops 
Welcome Reception /  Exhibits /  Entertainment 
Evening Kickoff General Session - Celebrity Speaker

Registration Services /  Exhibits /  Nature Shop 
Early Morning Birding
Campaign Workshops - Morning /  Concurrent Workshops - Afternoon 
Evening General Session:

Address by President John Flicker, Awards, Entertainment 
"After Hours" SocioLEntertoinment

Monday, June 10 Registration Services/ Exhibits/ Nature Shop
Campaign Workshops - Morning /  Concurrent Workshops - Afternoon
Round Tobies During Lunch
Evening General Session
"After Hours' Social/Entertoinment

Tuesday, June 11 Capitol Hill Doy - lobby/Rolly/ReceptiorvTwilight Tour of D.C

Wednesday, June 12 All-day and Half-day Field Trips

Wed.-Fri., June 12-14 Learning Lab - Chesapeake Boy

Wed.-Sa!., June 12-15 Leorning Lab - Important Bird Areas in Pennsylvania

•  Meet face-to-face with representotives and senators on Capitol Hill, participate in the rally and special reception.

•  Heat first-hand a report from President John Flicker on the Stote-of-Audubon.
•  Enjoy birding opportunities on early morning bird walks with local chapter experts and on the impressive array of 

oil-day end holf-day field trips.

•  Explore Audubon's Important Bird Areos in Pennsylvonio and the culture end conservation of the Chesapeake Bay 
on two different Learning Lobs.

•  Leorn obout future Birds-in-the-Bolonce Projects.

•  Interact with Audubon staff members.

•  Return with innovative program ideas from chapters around the country.

•  Plon extra days to visit museums ond historic monuments.

- - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - Registration Materials Available January 1996 - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - -
Audubon Convention Office

4150 Dailey Ave, Suite 5 •  Boulder, CO 80303 •  (303) 499-3622 •  Fox (303) 499-0286

The Burrowing Owl Newsletter is published six times 
a year, February, April, June, August, October and 
December by Central New Mexico Audubon Society, 
RO. Box 30002, Albuquerque, New Mexico, 87190- 
0002. Subscription is free to National Audubon 
Society members, $12 to nonmembers.

mailto:17634.20@compuserve.com
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THANK YO U , CHRISTM AS COUNTERS!

34 years and still counting! (Let's hope 
history!) Thank you, bird count leaders,

the Bird America! counts have such a long 
bird count counters, bird count compilers —  and

comforters, who offered their warm homes and warm food to all the 
You've given all of us a terrific Christmas present! We had some

above when it 
very exciting

bird count 
was over!
results in this year's count -- so start sharpening those pencils now in anticipation of 
more fun and surprises at this year's Bird America! -- Mark your calendars now for M ay 1 8

,4A.l Alio

rO
BIRO

1995 Bosque del Apache NWR CBC

December 16, 1995 - Steve Cox, Compiler

^ AUDtX
£.

Species # Species # Species #
1 Pied-billed Grebe 19 47 Killdeer 37 96 Common Yellowthroat 1
2 Eared Grebe 2 48 Greater Yellowlegs 8 97 Pyrrhuloxia 5
3 Western Grebe 2 49 Least Sandpiper 9 98 Spotted Towhee 30
4 Double-crested Cormorant 36 50 Long-billed Dowitcher 5 99 Canyon Towhee 7
5 Neotropic Cormorant 21 dowitcher sp. 122 100 Cassin's Sparrow 1
6 American Bittern 1 51 Common Snipe 4 101 Rufous-crowned Sparrow 10
7 Great Blue Heron 32 52 Ring-billed Gull 4 102 American Tree Sparrow 2
> Great Egret 11 53 Rock Dove 24 103 Brewer's Sparrow 1
9 Black-crowned Night-Heron 28 54 Mourning Dove 141 104 Black-throated Sparrow 36

10 White-faced Ibis 1 55 Greater Roadrunner 5 105 Sage Sparrow 19
11 Snow Goose (blue form) 70 56 Western Screech Owl 4 106 Savannah Sparrow 10

Snow Goose 19976 57 Great Homed Owl 7 107 Song Sparrow 156
12 Ross' Goose 21 58 Long-eared Owl 1 108 Swamp Sparrow 3
13 Canada Goose 396 59 Belted Kingfisher 5 109 White-throated Sparrow 3
14 Green-winged Teal 108 60 Ladder-backed Woodpecker 2 110 White-crowned Sparrow 1018
15 Mallard 3832 61 Downy Woodpecker 7 111 Fox Sparrow 1
16 Northern Pintail 307 62 Hairy Woodpecker 1 112 Goiden-crowned Sparrow 1
17 Northern Shoveler 712 63 Red-shafted Flicker 43 113 Oregon Junco 190
18 Gadwall 172 64 Empid. Flycatcher 1 Gray-headed Junco 4
19 American Wigeon 4 65 Black Phoebe 6 Dark-eyed Junco 394
20 Canvasback 6 66 Say's Phoebe 11 114 Chestnut-collared Longspur 1
21 Redhead 1 67 Homed Lark 55 115 Red-winged Blackbird 1217
22 Ring-necked Duck 12 68 Scrub Jay 20 116 Western Meadowlark 47
23 Lesser Scaup 1 69 American Crow 809 meadowlark sp. 42
24 Common Goldeneye 1 70 Chihuahuan Raven 4 117 Brewer's Blackbird 1866
25 Bufflehead 21 71 Common Raven 18 118 Great-tailed Grackle 12
26 Hooded Merganser 16 72 Mountain Chickadee 5 119 Common Grackle 1
27 Common Merganser 1 73 Verdin 5 120 House Finch 147
28 Ruddy Duck 123 74 Bushtit 45 121 Pine Siskin 57

duck sp. 5000 75 White-breasted Nuthatch 5 122 Lesser Goldfinch 2
29 Bald Eagle 8 76 Brown Creeper 1 123 American Goldfinch 295
30 Northern Harrier 33 77 Rock Wren 1 124 Evening Grosbeak 2
31 Sharp-shinned Hawk 2 78 Canyon Wren 1 125 House Sparrow 48
32 Cooper's Hawk 4 79 Bewick's Wren 19

accipiter sp. 1 80 House Wren 1 Total Species 125
33 Red-tailed Hawk 43 81 Marsh Wren 38 Total Individuals 51191

Red-tailed (Harlan's) Hawk 4 82 Ruby-crowned Kinglet 55
34 Ferruginous Hawk 3 83 Blue-gray Gnatcatcher 1 Count Week Birds Only
35 Golden Eagle 4 84 Eastern Bluebird 1
36 American Kestrel 19 85 Western/Mtn. Bluebird 1 Bonaparte's Gull
37 Merlin 3 86 Townsend's Solitaire 3 Golden-crowned Kinglet
38 Peregrine Falcon 1 87 Hermit Thrush 1 Yellow-headed Blackbird
39 Prairie Falcon 1 88 American Robin 120
40 Ring-necked Pheasant 11 89 Brown Thrasher 1
41 Wild Turkey 27 90 Crissal Thrasher 10
42 Gambel's Quail 107 91 Cedar Waxwing 2
43 Virginia Rail 4 92 American Pipit 121
44 American Coot 221 93 Loggerhead Shrike 9

45 Sandhill Crane 12050 94 European Starling 276
46 Whooping Crane 2 95 Y-rumped W. (Audubon's) 6
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ALBUQUERQUE CHRISTM AS COUNT RESULTS ( 1 2 - 1 7 - 9 5 )

By Hart R. Schwarz

In spite of rough weather, 
history of the Albuquerque 
all four Zonotrichias. The 
ducks as never before. We 
considering their rarity el 
included a Cinnamon Teal at 
seen by Terry Brownell near 
Tramway, just south of the 
couldn't see the birds agai 
nested there.

we tallied the highest number of species ever in the 34-year 
Count. Really remarkable were 13 kinds of sparrows, including 
inclusion of the ponds at the Rio Rancho Golf Course yielded 

counted nearly 50 Ruddy Ducks there -- an amazing number, 
sewhere in the Albuquerque area. New birds for the count 
the Rio Grande Nature Center, an Orange-crowned Warbler well 
the Alameda bridge, and two Cactus Wrens about a mile west of 

Sandia Reservation boundary, 
n, but found an old nest in

/
0^ V - A 0 0</

When I returned the next day, I 
a cholla, suggesting that they have

o.'U
%
o

r  m

S:
___ 14 fl/R D  & ----------

01. Pied-billed Grebe 8 39. Grter Roadrunner Z 76. Saqe Thrasher 3
02. Great Blue Heron 2 Z 40. W. Screech Owl 3 77. Curve-b. Thrash. b
03. Canada Goose Vi 3 41. Grt. Horned Owl 8 78. Crissai Thrasher 5
04. Wood Duck 198 42. Belt. Kinerfisher 10 79. American Pipit

05. Grn.-vinaed Teal 31 43. Red-n. SaDSUcker 1 80. Cedar Waxwina ‘8
06. Mallard m 44. Ladder-b. Woodp. z 81. Loqqerhd. Shrike 9
07. Cinnamon Teal i 45. Downy Woodpecker zo 82. European Starlinq m
08. N. Shoveler 2 0 46. Northern Flicker 119 83. Oranqe-c. Warbler I
09. Gadvall I Z 2 47. Black Phoebe I Z 84. Yellow-r. Warbler 19
10. American Wiaeon 619 48. Sav's Phoebe 8 85- Rufous-s. Towhee 10
11. Canvasback 9 49. Horned Lark U i 86. Canyon Towhee n
12. Rina-necked Duck 7 5“50. Blue Jay 8 87. Rufous-c. Sparrow i
13. Lesser Scauo 28 51. Scrub Jav 93 88, Am. Tree Sparrow 10
14. Common Goldeneye / 52. Pinvon Jav 81 89. Chippino Sparrow z
15. Bufflehead b 53. Black-b. Maaoie 10 90. Brewer'8 Sparrow JL
16. Common Meraanser 16 54. American Crow I I I7 91. Black-th. Sparrow 4T
17. Ruddy Duck U 55. Chihuahuan Raven / 92. Saqe Sparrow 11
18. Bald Eaale 3 56. Common Raven zo 93. Savannah Sparrov Zl
19. Northern Harrier id raven, soscies 9 94. Sonq Sparrow 3W
20. Sham-shin. Hawk 8 57. Blck-c. Chickadee 30 95. Swamp Sparrow 3
.21. Cooper's Hawk lb 58. Mount. Chickadee 9 3 96. White-th. Sparrow 9
22. Red-tailed Hawk 3? 59. Plain Titmouse 7 97. Golden-c. sparrow I

23. American Kestrel 60. Bushtit S Z 98. white-cr. Sparrow m o

24. Merlin i 61. Red-b. Nuthatch i 99. Harris' Sparrow l
25. Prairie Falcon i 62. White-b. Nuthatch 95 100. Dark-eyed Junco 991

26. Parearine Falcon i 53. Brown Creeper ii 101. Red-w. Blackbird w
27. Rina-n. Pheasant H 64. Cactus Wren z 102. West. Meadowlark 7 Z
28. Scaled Ouail m 65. Rock Wren l meadowlark, sp. 2.9

29. Gambel's ouail 8 66. Canvon Wren i 103. Yellow-h. Blackb. 8
30. Viroinia Rail 5 67. Bewick's Wren zo 104. Brewer's Blackb. 93
31. American Coot I S O 68. Marsh Wren 3 105. Grt.-t. Grackle m
32. Sandhill Crane i f j 69. Rubv-e. Kinalet n 106. Cassin's Finch 9
33. Killdeer 35 70. Western Bluebird ss 107. House Finch m
34. Common Snipe 3 71. Mount. Bluebird I 9 S - 108. Pine Siskin 1L
35. Rina-billed Gull 20g72. Towns. Solitaire J t t 109. Lesser Goldfinch J L
36. Rock Dove 8 lZ 73. Hermit Thrush n 110. Am. Goldfinch 199

37. White-wina, Dove zo 74. American Robin ms 111. Evenina Grosbeak Z9

38. Mournina Dove w 75. N. Mockinabird i 112. House Sparrow bio
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S A N D IA  MOUNTAIN CHRISTM AS COUNT 

J a n u a r y  1 ,  1 9 9 6  

T a m ie  B u lo w  -  C o m p i le r

THE BURROWING OWL

1. Sharp-shinned Hawk 1
2. Northern Goshawk / 1
3. Red-tailed Hawk 14
4. American Kestrel 9
5. Rock Dove 47
6. Yellow-bellied Sapsucker 1
7. Ladder-backed Woodpecker 2
8. Downy Woodpecker 2
9. Hairy Woodpecker 11

10. N. (Red-shafted) Flicker 49
11. Steller's Jay 36
12. Scrub Jay 83
13. Pinon Jay 152
14. Black-billed Magpie 1
15. American Crow 181
16. Common Raven 29
17. Mountain Chickadee 98
18. Plain Titmouse 25
19. Bushtit 53
20. Red-breasted Nuthatch 15
21. White-breasted Nuthatch 21
22. Pygmy Nuthatch 1
23. Canyon Wren 1
24. Bewick's Wren 3
25. Golden-crowned Kinglet 4
26. Ruby-crowned Kinglet 1
27. Eastern Bluebird 2
28. Western Bluebird 232
29. Mountain Bluebird 51
30. Townsend's Solitaire 172
31. Hermit Thrush 2
32. American Robin 293
33. European Starling 200
34. Rufous-sided Towhee 7
35. Canyon Towhee 52
36. Rufous-crowned Sparrow 6
37. Song Sparrow 10
38. White-crowned Sparrow 4
39. Dark-eyed Junco (form?) 100

Oregon Junco 199
Gray-headed Junco 116
White-winged Junco 1
Pink-sided Junco 52

40. Western Meadowlark 5
41. Pine Grosbeak 3
42. Cassin's Finch 6
43. House Finch 242
44. Pine Siskin 183
45. American Goldfinch 28
46. Evening Grosbeak 61
47. House Sparrow 1
48. Red-winged Blackbird 30
49. Northern Pygmy Owl 1
50. Rusty Blackbird 1
51. Curve-billed Thrasher 1
52. Eastern Blue Jay 3

Bear Mountain 
Guest Ranch

6250/  Elevation

* A Bad & Braaklast Tradition 
Sinca 1SSS

Focus your 
Binoculars On

* Grace's Warbler
• Hearty dinner, breakfast, 

and sack lunch available
• Greater Pewee

• Hawks

• Hummingbirds

• Red-faced Warbler

13 rooms and 2 cottages 
ambience of the 20's & 30's 
adjoining Gila National Forest

P.O. Box 1163 flWL, Silver City, NM 8S0C2 (505) 538-2538
Bring this *d for free room 3rd night. SunoityThursttay

WORDS TO ACT ON . . .

"It is more crucial now than at any time 
in the past decade to let your congres
sional representatives know that legis
lation by rider is despicable; that a 
strong Clean Water Act leads to renewed 
lakes and rivers; that you want Utah's 
wilderness to be preserved as a 
treasure, valued throughout the world, 
for Americans of all generations to 
come; that oil development in the Arctic 
wilderness could spell doom for 
countless caribou and other wildlife; 
that we cannot foretell the survival of 
wildlife in jeopardy if we cut all of 
the funding needed to study it; and that 
we cannot tolerate the degradation of 
public grasslands by excessive livestock 
numbers."

— Bernie Foy 
Sangre de Cristo AS

C heck  It  O f f !
on your state Tax Return ̂

Share
with Wildlife

o r  d o n a t e  d i r e c t ly  th r o u g h :

N M  D e p t ,  o f  G a m e  a n d  F i s h

Villaqra Bldg • P.O. Box 25112 • Santa Fe, NM 87504
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A r e  You C o n c e rn e d  A b o u t  Human P o p u l a t i o n  

an d  R e s o u r c e  C o n s u m p tio n  Im p a c ts  on  t h e  

E n v i r o n m e n t ,  H a b i t a t s ,  a n d  t h e  Q u a l i t y  

o f  L i f e  f o r  Hum ans?

The National Audubon Society's Human 
Population and Resource Use Department 
is recruiting volunteers to hold work
shops or discussion groups on a national 
population policy. Tool kits for 
holding these sessions are provided and 
include the following: fact sheets, 
activities, workshop tips, suggestions 
for curbing consumption at home and in 
the workplace, information on past 
policy, congressional committee lists, 
and other helpful tools for holding a 
workshop. Sessions are for chapters 
and/or members of the community with an 
interest in population issues. This is 
your chance to play an important role in 
the movement toward a "culture of 
conservationists."

Contact:
Lindsay Aun
National Audubon Society 
Human Population & Resource Use Dept. 
303-499-5155 daytime or 
303-499-2547 evenings

A new, full-color brochure illustrating 
the beauty and thrift of water-saving 
plants is now available from the NM 
State Engineer Office. The second of 
two water conservation pamphlets, 
"Enchanted Xeriscape" offers tips on 
where and how to use native ground- 
covers, flowers, shrubbery, and trees to 
reduce water use in our arid state. The 
handsome, poster-sized brochure lists a 
variety of species which thrive in three 
separate climate areas (north, south, 
and central New Mexico), and further 
delineates plants which can be grouped 
in the yard according to water needs.

The brochure, along with "Agua Action," 
which gives tips on conserving 
residential water inside and outside the 
house, can be obtained by calling the 
State Engineer Office's Water 
Conservation Program at 505-827-3879, or 
1-800-WATER-NM.

L i o n s ,  t i g e r s  an d  b e a r s  . . .

as well as spiders, conifers and birds 
are coming into Albuquerque classrooms 
through a program sponsored by your 
generous donations. The program Audubon 
Adventures is National Audubon Society's 
very important educational program for 
the use of teachers and students in 
classrooms.

Do you plan ahead? If so, a donation 
you make now will fund a classroom 
subscription for school year 1996-97. 
Please make your check 
payable to CNMAS 
and send with 
this form to:

Ron Waitz
804 Guadalupe Cir., 
Alb, NM 87114 
Thanks! .

Enclosed please find my check for $___________
(Each $35 will sponsor one classroom in the 
Audubon Adventures Program. Any amount you 
contribute will benefit our educational activities.)

I choose to designate___________________
Elementary/Middle School for my sponsorship 
(designation is optional).

Name
Address
City, State, Zip

- AUDUBON WORKSHOP IN  THE R O CKIES  

SCHO LARSHIP A P P L IC A T IO N S

Central New Mexico Audubon Society is 
offering one scholarship for a local 
educator to attend the Audubon Workshop 
in the Rockies in Wyoming's Wind River 
Mountains near Dubois, for one field 
ecology session. There are six week- 
long sessions to choose from: June 29- 
July 5; July 6-12; July 13-19; July 20- 
26; July 27-August 2; or August 3-9.
The cost of each seven-day session is 
$750, which will be paid by CNMAS. 
Transportation must be furnished by the 
scholarship recipient. Please contact 
Julie Goodding at 255-9366 for 
information and application. Deadline 
for submissions: Postmark by April 1.
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De-Icers Can Be Lethal!

Cornell Laboratory of Ornithology 
scientists warn against using the 
glycerin and alcohol-like chemicals that 
have been touted in some publications as 
de-icers for birdbaths. These products 
can kill the birds you are trying to 
he! p.

Cornell ornithologists point out that in 
order to lower the freezing point to 15 
degrees F, you need a solution of 30% 
glycerin and 70% water.

Birds ingesting such a heavy solution of 
glycerin experience elevated blood sugar 
levels, which can be fatal. Glycerin
laden water also mats feathers, reducing 
the birds' ability to insulate them
selves and causing them to freeze to 
death.

An electric immersion heater, available 
at most stores that sell bird products, 
will keep water liquid in freezing 
weather and allow you to use a terra 
cotta birdbath that would crack if the 
water froze solid.

An alternative is to replace your 
birdbath for the winter with a semi
rigid plastic one, also available from 
birding stores, or with the 20" plastic 
plant saucers sold in garden and 
hardware stores. Place them directly on 
the ground and fill with warm water.

Birds need water in winter as much as in 
summer, and ice-free water on a cold day 
may attrract more birds than your 
feeders. Try putting out a fresh supply 
first thing in the morning and again 
just before dusk.

--Sandra Parshall 
Fairfax (VA) Audubon

THINK SPRING 
THINK EARTH DAY

CNMAS will participate with the Earth 
Day Coalition of New Mexico in an Earth 
Day celebration at the Rio Grande Nature 
Center. Let's introduce more people to 
our programs and the world of birding.
If you can spare a little time, we would 
love your company. Earth Day 1996 is 
Monday, April 22; tables and events will 
go on then, as well as during the 
weekend. Look for more information in 
the next newsletter.

* Hidden in the misty reaches of the Sierra Madres, 
a little known, only partially explored canyon,

► deeper and 5 times larger than our Grand Canyon, i 
Called Copper Canyon, inhabited by secretive 
Tarahumaras, solitary cowboys, and lean prospec- a 
tors who plunk down solid silver to buy goods, 
and leave at first light with heavily laden mules.

► Hidden on the tropical bottom, below the rapids i 
that cascade over huge boulders in the forgotten

 ̂ village of BATOPILAS, is the fabulously restored < 
Hacienda, the dream of American businessman

► Skip McWilliams. Maintained for a few select i 
guests, who appreciate authenticity, privacy and

 ̂ isolation. At the end of an 8 hour rugged cliff- i 
hanging dirt road, the Hacienda's shady courtyard 
fountains invite relaxation in another era. The life

 ̂ of the village goes on at it's own pace, just outside { 
the massive adobe walls.

* YOU are invited. Call Judy at our U.S. Office. *

1-800-776-3942

CNMAS U1KLC1UKY

PRESIDENT
J e f f r e y  M y e r s ,  22 00 C u t l e r  NE,  0 / 1 0 6 ;  2 4 2 - 9 6 7 / ( W ) ;  2 6 8 - 8 4 & 7 ( H)  

V I CE - P RE SI D EN T

PROGRAM CHAI RP ERS ON/ P UBL I C I TY
P a t r i c e  J o h n s o n ,  7 2 6 - 3 3  T r amway  V i s t a  D r i v e ,  NE,  8 7 1 2 2 ;  0 5 6 - 7 4 4 3  

RECORDING SECRETARY

CORRESPONDING SECRETARY
J e a n  D i l l e y ,  13 M i l l  R o a d ,  NW, 0 7 1 2 0 ;  8 9 7 - 0 8 5 4  

TREASURER
R o n a l d  H a i t i ,  804 G u a d a l u p e  C i r c l e  NW, 8 7 1 1 4 ;  8 9 8 - 8 5 1 4  

DIRECTORS
Donna B r o o d y ,  510 L a g u n a  B l v r l .  SW, 8 7 1 0 4  ; 7 4 2 - 7 1 0 8  
D a r w i n  M i l l e r ,  6 3 4 3  Dona L i n d a  P l a c e  NW, 8 7 1 7 0 ;  8 3 6 - 7 2 9 7  
T a m i e  R u l o w ,  8 1 2 6  N o r t h r i d g e  NE,  8 7 1 0 9 ;  2 9 0 - 9 1 1 6  
J e a n  D i l l e y ,  13 M i l l  Road NW, 8 7 1 2 0 ;  8 9 7 - 0 8 5 4

CONSERVATION CHAI RPERS0N/ MEMBCRSHIP CHAIRPERSON 
C h r i s t y  B r o t h e r s ,  PO Box 1 4 8 ,  S a n d i a  P a r k ,  NM, 8 7 0 4 7 ;  2 0 1 - 7 7 7 6  
F a x :  2 8 1 - 7 7 7 0  E - m a i l :  C h r i s t y  y r t 6 6 . c o m  C o m p u S e r v e ;
7 2 4 4 6 , 1 5 6 5

AUDUBON ADVENTURES CHAIRPERSON
J u l i e  G o o d d i n g ,  490 7  Ro y e n e  NE,  8 7 1 1 0 ;  2 5 5 - 9 3 6 6  

F I E L D  TR I P  C1IAI RPEOPLE
S e i  T o k u d a ,  3008  M a r b l e  A v e n u e  NE,  8 7 1 0 6 ;  7 6 6 - 2 4 8 0  
C h a r l o t t e  G r e e n ,  8 0 8  F r e e m a n  A v e n u e  NW, 87 1 0 7

GREETINGS CK A I R P E R S 0 N / L I 0 K A R I A N
S h e l l e y  B a g u e t ,  3021  E l e v e n t h  S t .  NW, 8 7 1 0 7 ;  3 4 5 - 7 3 9 6  

NEW MEXICO COUNCIL REPRESENTATIVE
J o n a l y n  Y a n c e y ,  HC 6 9 ,  Box  2 5 2 ,  M o r i a r t y ,  NM 0 7 0 3 5  
8 8 4 - 6 0 0 7 ( W ) ; 0 3 2 - 0 5 0 0 ( H )

EDI T OR,  BURROWING OWL
B e t h  H u r s t - W a i t ? ,  804 G u a d a l u p e  C i r c l e  NW, 07 1 1 4  
8 9 0 - 8 5 1 4  (11) ; 2 4 3 - 7 0 2 9  ( W)

C I R C U L A T I O N ,  BURROWING OWL
R e b e c c a  G r a c e y ,  2 4 0 0  P l a z a  V i z c a y a  NW, 8 7 1 0 4 ;  2 4 2 - 3 8 2 1

NEW MEXICO AUDUBON COUNCIL DIRECTORY 
PRESI DENT -  L i n d a  M o wb r a y  
1122  S.  P l a t a  C i r c l e  
S a n t a  F e ,  NM 8 7 5 0 1  9 8 9 - 8 2 9 5

' 4 0 2 - 0 7 2 - 3 0 1 7
V I CE - P RE S I D E N T  -  C a t h e r i n e  S a n d e l l ,  8101  N.
L a s  C r u c e s ,  NM 8 8 0 1 2  3 8 7 - 5 7 6 7
TREASURER -  E a r l  H a r v e y ,  P . 0 .  Box 409 9  
S i l v e r  C i t y ,  NM 8 8 0 6 2
SECRETARY -  J o n a l y n  Y a n c e y  -  HC 6 9 ,  Box  252 
M o r i a r t y ,  NM 8 7 0 3 5  8 3 2 - 0 5 8 0
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A N  A U D U B O N  IN IT IA T IV E

H e l p  th e  H e r p s
hared by Sangre de C r i s t o Chapter news l e t t e r

T h e  D u n e s  S a g e b r u s h  L i z a r d

Welcome to a new feature. For the next several issues, 
we will try to highlight issues regarding the status of reptiles 
and amphibians in New Mexico. Reptiles and amphibians, 
“herps” to those in the know, are unprotected in New Mexico. 
The cornerstone of North American wildlife conservation, 
eliminating or tightly controlling commercial uses of wildlife has 
not been applied to New Mexico's native herps. New Mexico 
protects most of its wildlife from private commercialization for 
personal profit. Amphibians and reptiles have not been given 
this protection and are being collected and sold in alarming 
numbers. Most of this activity is for the pet trade and is not 
regulated in our state, as it is in adjoining states.

The dunes sagebrush lizard (Sceloporus arenicolous) is 
being extensively studied in southeastern New Mexico, where 
it is known to occur only in Chaves, Eddy, Lea, and Roosevelt 
counties. This lizard, which requires shinnery oak/sand dune 
habitat, is listed as threatened under the state Wildlife 
Conservation Act because its population has been reduced by 
spraying programs by the Bureau of Land Management to 
eliminate shinnery oak over large areas in southeast New 
Mexico. The New Mexico Game Commissioner recently 
buckled to pressure and removed the lizard from a proposal to 
upgrade its status to endangered. The BLM continues to 
insist that herbicide spraying is an important tool.

The New Mexico Audubon Council, a coalition of the 
chapters around the State, has begun a campaign for a “Herps 
Bill” in the 1997 State Legislature. A proposed statute that 
would prevent private individuals from commercially exploiting 
wild-caught native amphibians and reptiles for personal profit 
died in the last Legislature. This statute would not have 
prevented killing rattlesnakes for personal or public safety or 
the keeping of amphibians and reptiles as pets.

As you learn more about our reptiles and amphibians, 
resolve to turn that knowledge into appreciation and 
protection. Let your State Representative or Senator know 
that you think this is an important issue that deserves his or 
her support. With education, we can succeed.

T H E  P E T  T R A D E

To get an idea of the scale of the problem, consider the 
following:

• In Silver City, collectors are shipping between 200 and 300 
live lizards and snakes each month to pet stores in New 
York State.

• The airline clerk at the Grant County Airport reports that 
different collectors ship out two to three boxes of live 
reptiles each week to pet store suppliers in Nevada and 
Colorado.

• In Deming, collectors checked by Game Department 
Officials had collected over 100 lizards for resale by 
midmorning.

The ecological impacts of this activity are quite large. 
Although some species commercially exploited are common, 
others are becoming scarce, and in the absence of any 
controls, even the common populations will eventually be 
decimated. There are already many conflicts between people 
who are utilizing land in New Mexico and people who are trying 
to protect the land and its biota. Continued commercial 
collection of amphibians and reptiles will eventually increase 
the numbers of rare or endangered species and increase such 
conflicts.

The Department of Game and Fish is currently involved in 
three studies to help biologists understand the current status, 
distribution, and threats to the species, and to develop 
conservation strategies. The studies are being done in 
cooperation with the U.S. Fish and Wildlife Service, the Bureau 
of Land Management, the New Mexico Oil and Gas Association 
and the University of New Mexico.

L a n d  C o m m i s s i o n e r  T a k e s  a c t i o n  o n  

H e r p s

State Land Commissioner Ray Powell has announced that 
the collecting of rattlesnakes and other reptiles will not be 
allowed on state trust land. Powell said a strong partnership 
between the Land Office and its lessees is the most effective 
tool for preventing abuses of our state's natural and biological 
resources. He is asking lease-holders to report any 
unauthorized gathering of rattlesnakes and other reptiles from 
trust land.

"We lease this land for grazing livestock. We do not lease 
it so that individuals can profit from unregulated and 
unaccountable harvesting of wildlife, which in turn causes 
long-term damage to our trust lands. This activity directly 
hurts our leaseholders' ability to remain in business. These 
abuses will not be tolerated and appropriate legal action will be 
taken against individuals profiteering from trust lands. Those 
snakes eat mice, prairie dogs and other animals that cary 
plague, hantavirus and other diseases. Those species would 
proliferate and the potential risk to humans is obvious. 
Besides that, those rodents also consume valuable range 
grass that is needed for wildlife and livestock. Rattlesnakes 
are important predators in arid land ecology."

Powell also said he is concerned that indiscriminate 
methods of collecting rattlesnakes from dens, such as 
flammable materials, could harm other species, including rare 
plants and animals, and result in a cumulative loss of habitat. 
Powell said he believes in the responsible use of natural 
resources, including hunting. Powell said the situation 
illustrates the need to consolidate responsibility for all wildlife 
management in one agency, such as the Department of Game 
& Fish.



Whom to Contact: National Audubon Society

C h a p te r  M em b ersh ip  A p p lica tio n

Yes, I’d like to join.

Please enroll me as a member of the National Audubon Society and of 
my local chapter. Please send AUDUBON magazine and my membership 
card to the address below.

□  My check for $20 is enclosed

NAME_______________________________________________

ADDRESS 

CITY ____ . STATE. .Z IP .
Please m ake all checks payable to the national A udubon  Society 

Send this application and your check to:
H  N a tio n a l A u d u b o n  Society

CNMAS C hapter
p.O. Box 30002 •  Albuquerque, NM  87190-0002 

--------------- LO C A L C H A P T E R ------------------------

C e n tra l N ew  M exico A u d u b o n  Society
Local Chapter Code — Q51 7XCH8

The President Hon. Bruce Babbitt
The W hite H ouse Secretary of the Interior

W ashington, DC 20500 18th & C Streets, N.W., Rm. 6151 
(202) 456-1111 W ashington, DC 20240

email: President@WhiteHouse.GOV. (202) 208-7351

Hon. Pete Dom enici Hon. Jeff Bingam an
(202) 224-6621 (202) 224-5521
(505) 766-3481 (505) 766-3636

U.S. Senate
W ashington, DC 20510

Hon. Steve Schiff — (505) 766-2538 
Hon. Joe Skeen — (202) 225-2365 

Hon. Bill R ichardson — (202) 225-6190 
H ouse of Representatives 

W ashington, DC 20515

National Audubon Society

Membership Hotline
(800) 274-4201

Activist Hotline
(800) 659-2622

Southwest Regional Office
2525 W allingwood, Suite 1505 

Austin, Texas 78746 
(512) 327-1943

New Mexico Office
D avid H enderson 

Randall Davey A udubon Center 
PO Box 9314 

Santa Fe, NM  87504 
(505) 983-4609

US Fish and Wildlife Service 
500 Gold Avenue, SW 

Albuquerque, NM  87102 
Regional Director-(505) 766-2321 

Refuges and  Wildlife-(505) 766-2036 
H abitat Conservation-(505) 766-2914

N ew  Mexico D epartm ent of Gam e and  Fish 
Villagra Building 

P.O. Box 25112 
Santa Fe, NM  87503-0001 

(505) 841-8881

Sandia Ranger District 
US Forest Service

Floyd A. Thom pson III, District Ranger 
11776 H ighw ay 337 
Tijeras, NM  87059 

(505) 281-3304

The Burrowing Owl is p rin ted  on  recycled paper.

Central New Mexico Audubon Society assumes no responsibility for injuries, personal or other
wise, incurred while attending society-sponsored activities and w ill not be held liable for such 
accidents. You attend a t your own risk.

Use the above form  for new subscriptions only. Contact 
Membership Chairperson for changes o f address or corrections in 
your Burrowing Owl label. Nonmembers can receive the Burrowing 
Owl by sending your name and address with $12 to CNMAS, c/o 
Beth Hurst, 804 Guadalupe Circle, N.W., 87114-1710.

THURSDAY MORNING BIRDING GROUP --
For information on Thursday m o r n 
ing outings to nearby areas, call 
Tamie Bulow at 298-9116.

WILDLIFE RESCUE 
If you find a sick or injured 

bird, call 344-2500.
RARE BIRD ALERT

To learn about sightings all over 
the state or to report a rare 

sighting, the number in Santa Fe 
is 662-2101.

BAT IN TROUBLE?
Call Talking Talons before you 

intervene.
294-5188 281-1133

Central New Mexico Audubon Society
Post Office Box 30002 
Albuquerque, New Mexico 87190-0002

William W 

12 Camino 
Placitas,

Dunmire
as las Estrellas
NM 8 7 0 4 3
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