
CENTRAL NEW M EXICO  A U D U B O N  SOCIETY, ALBUQUERQUE, NEW M EXICO AUGUST - SEPTEMBER 1986

Welcome! C e n t r a l  New M ex ico  A udubon 
S o c ie ty  m eets th e  th ir d  Thursday o f  each  
month a t  7:30 P.M ., S t. T im othy 's L uther­
an  C h u rch , C opper and J e f f e r s o n ,  N .E . 
Nonmembers a re  welcome a t  a l l  m e e tin g s , 
f i e l d  t r i p s ,  and sp e c ia l e v en ts .

SUNDAY, AUGUST 17 -  F ie ld  T r ip  
J o in  th e  Sangre de C n s to  Audubon S o c ie ty  
fo r  a  t r i p  to  Hyde Park and S a n ta  Fe S k i 
B asin . Meet a t  8 a .m . on  th e  e a s t  s id e  
o f  th e  PERA p a r k in g  l o t  on P a s e o  de 
P a r a l t a ,  a c r o s s  th e  s t r e e t  fro m  F en n  
G a lle ry . Leader: P a t In s le y  (982-0796) 
i n  S a n ta  F e ,  o r  c a l l  E v e ly n  P r i c e  
(8 3 1 -5 0 2 8 )  i n  A lb u q u e rq u e  f o r  m o re  
in fo rm atio n .

THURSDAY, AUGUST 21 -  Regular Meeting 
S lim  R a n d le s ,  w r i t e r ,  s t o r y t e l l e r ,  
c o n s e r v a t i o n i s t ,  and j o u r n a l i s t ,  w i l l  
p re se n t "Wild Times in  th e  A laska  B u sh ."  
S lim  h as  l iv e d  in  th e  A la sk a  bush  f o r  
some t im e . F o r  t im e  and  p l a c e ,  s e e  
Welcome paragraph .

SATURDAY, AUGUST 23 -  F ie ld  T rip  
T r ip  to  Bosque del Apache NWR w ith  B ruce 
H alstead  (766-2174 work; 299-9397 hom e). 
Many eyes a r e  needed to  p ic k  o u t  a few 
r a r i t i e s  among th e  many s h o re b ird s  to  be 
found a t  th e  B osque t h i s  s e a s o n . Meet 
(w ith  w ater and lunch) a t  th e  Ut®4 P hysics 
& A stronom y p a rk in g  l o t  (NE c o r n e r  o f  
Lomas & Y ale) a t  7 a.m .

MONDAY, AUGUST 25 -  Board M eeting 
The m eeting  w i l l  b eg in  w ith  a  p o t lu c k ;  
b r in g  p l a t e s  and ta b le w a r e .  W e 'l l  be 
s e t t in g  g o a ls  and planning  th e  budget fo r  
t h e  m onths a h e a d . Members a r e  a lw a y s  
welcome a t  board meetings! P la n  to  come 
and make your id eas known a s  we go in to  
t h e  new y e a r .  C a l l  bo ard  members f o r  
d i r e c t io n s  to  th e  P h i l l ip s ' hone a t  Shady 
L a k e s . 6 p .m . a t  th e  home o f  J o a n n e  
P h i l l i p s .

SATURDAY, SEPTEMBER 6 -  F ie ld  T r ip  
H alf-day  t r i p  to  th e  Oxbow bosque  w ith  
Mary Lou A r th u r  (2 5 6 -7 3 5 9 ). E xp ec t to  
f in d  a t  l e a s t  a  few s u r p r i s e s  among th e  
m ig ra ting  w a rb le rs , sparrow s, and w a te r -  
b i r d s .  M eet a t  7 a -m . on  th e  F i r s t  
N ationa l Bank park ing  l o t  a t  M ontano and 
C oors. Bring in s e c t  r e p e l  l a  n t — j u s t  in  
c a se .

THURSDAY, SEPTEMBER 18 -  R egular Meeting 
"P aleon to logy  o f th e  B i s t i  Badlands" w il l  
be th e  t i t l e  o f th e  program p re s e n te d  by 
D r . S p e n c e r  L u c a s ,  UNM D e p t .  o f  
Geology. He w il l  i l l u s t r a t e  and e x p la in  
th e  am azing f o s s i l  r e c o r d s  o f  th e  S an  
Juan  bad lands. See Welcome paragraph  fo r  
tim e and p la c e .
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SATURDAY, SEPTEMBER 20 -  F ie ld  T r ip  
Cap i l i a  Peak in  th e  Manzano M ountains to  
watch hawk m ig ra tio n . At t h i s  l o c a t i o n ,  
hawks o f t e n  come in  c l o s e  f o r  a  good  
v ie w . Though th e  r i d e  to  th e  s i t e  i s  
a lm ost two m ile s  lo n g , th e  e n su in g  w alk  
i s  sh o r t and easy . Meet a t  7 :30  a .m . a t  
th e  new Pour H i l l s  Slopping C tr . n e a r  31 
F l a v o r s ,  a  c o u p le  o f  m i l e s  w e s t  o f  
Tramway on C e n t r a l .  B r in g  lu n c h  and 
w a t e r .  E i t h e r  S te v e  H o ffm an  (hom e 
2 9 1 -9 2 4 2 ; w ork 7 6 6 -3 9 7 2 ) o r  J im  D a ly  
(298-2748) w i l l  le ad .

MONDAY, SEPTEMBER 29 -  W ild life  F ilm : 
"Amazonia" by J e rz y  Grabowski 
Cane to  th e  tro p ic a l  r a in  f o r e s t s  o f  th e  
Upper Amazon! In  Venezuela y o u ' l l  v i s i t  
P i t t i e r  N a tiona l Park and see  h o w ler and 
s q u i r r e l  m o n k ey s , g i a n t  a n t e a t e r s ,  
p a r r o ts  and to u can s. In  th e  L lan o s  a r e  
s t o r k s ,  e g r e t s ,  i b i s e s ,  c a p y b a ra s  and  
a n a c o n d a s ; th e n  a  t r i p  to  famed A n g e l 
F a l l s  by dugout canoe. In  Columbia w e 'l l  
f in d  c o l o r f u l  b u t t e r f l i e s ,  l e a f c u t t e r  
a n ts  and th e i r  underg round  g a rd e n s ,  and 
t h a t  k in k y  d e n iz e n  o f  th e  ju n g le ,  t h e  
k in k a jo u .  J e r z y  G ra b o w s k i ,  b o rn  in  
P o la n d , s u rv iv e d  many n a r ro w  e s c a p e s  
du ring  World War I I ,  i s  now an A m erican  
c i t i z e n ,  n a t u r a l i s t ,  and a fe llo w  o f  th e  
fam ous E x p l o r e r 's  C lu b .  7 :3 0  p . m . , 
Pope jo y  H a ll.

SUNDAY, OCTOBER 5 -  F ie ld  T r ip  
T r i p  t o  t h e  4 0 - f o o t  w a t e r f a l l  i n  
W a te rfa ll  Canyon in  th e  Sandias w ith  H art 
Schwarz (266-1810). Cool w e a th e r ,  f in e  
scen e ry , and a  m edley o f  f a l l  c o lo r  and 
l a t e  sea so n  m ig ra n ts  sh o u ld  com bine to  
make t h i s  a  m em orable e x p e r ie n c e .  The 
3-4 m ile  h ik e  involves seme c lim b in g  and 
s c r a m b l in g ,  b u t  i s  n o t  p a r t i c u l a r l y  
d i f f i c u l t  a t  th e  l e i s u r e l y  pace  we w i l l  
p u r s u e .  M eet a t  8 a .m . a t  th e  i n t e r ­
s e c t i o n  o f  Tramway and t h e  J u a n  T abo  
P ic n ic  Area Road. Bring lunch and w a ter.

C0MIN3 EVENTS: Mark your c a le n d a r s  f o r  
November 7, 8, and 9 when th e  S o u th w e s t 
R e g io n a l C o n f e r e n c e  w i l l  be h e ld  in  
b e a u t i f u l  T e x a s  h i l l  c o u n t r y  n e a r  
K e r r v i l l e ,  T exas. In fo rm ation  sh o u ld  be 
in  th e  m ail soon.

PRESIDENT'S COMMENTS 

ENDANGERED SPECIES DAY
The second an n u a l E ndangered  S p e c ie s  Day 
w i l l  be h e ld  on S a tu rd a y , S e p te m b e r  8 .  
T h is  e v en t i s  j o i n t l y  s p o n s o re d  by th e  
S ie r r a  C lu b , N.M. D epartm en t o f  Game and 
F i s h ,  R io G rande Zoo, and th e  Museum o f  
N a tu ra l  H is to r y ,  w here i t  w i l l  be h e ld .  
CNMAS w i l l  a g a i n  h o s t  a  b o o th  a t  th e  
Museum. I f  you can h e lp  w ith  t h i s  b o o th , 
w e'd l ik e  to  h ear fran  you. T h is i s  one of 
th o se  sh o rt- te rm  p r o j e c t s  w hich you m ig h t 
f in d  tim e f o r .  C a ll 266-0191.

DISCOVER SANDIA MOUNTAIN DAY 
Mark and M argie Amato co -ch a ired  th e  CNMAS 
ta b le  a t  t h i s  June e v e n t .  M a te r i a ls  w ere 
d i s t r i b u t e d  and th e  Amatos le d  an  e a r l y  
morning b ird  w alk. Our thanks to  th a n  and 
t o  th e  o th e rs  who helped on th a t  day.

FILM SERIES
Check yaur Ju n e -Ju ly  is s u e  o f  th e  OWL f o r  
th e  f ly e r  on th e  N a tu re  and W i ld l i f e  F ilm  
S e r i e s  f o r  1 9 8 6 -8 7 . The c o m m itte e  h a s  
planned an  o u ts tan d in g  p ro g ram , th e  f i r s t  
one being Amazonia on S ep tem b er 29 , 7 :3 0 , 
P o p e jo y  H a l l ,  UNM c a m p u s . C a l l  C r a ig  
Andrews, E d ith  Johnson, o r  any board member 
fo r  in fo rm ation  on t i c k e t s .  Phone numbers 
on th e  back page.

LIBRARY
C a r o l  D a v i s ,  o u r  l i b r a r i a n ,  h a s  b e e n  
checking h e r  "books o v erd u e"  f i l e  and has 
found  s e v e r a l  books among t h e  m i s s i n g .  
P le a se  tak e  a  lo o k  a t  your b o o k s h e lf  and 
s e e  i f  you have a book o r  tw o from  t h e  
CNMAS l ib r a r y .  No f in e s  and no q u e s t io n s  
asked—p le a se  j u s t  b r in g  'em back! Thank 
you!
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CONSERVATION NOTES

Help Save th e  Rio Chama 
Anyone who has b irded  o r r a f te d  th e  Chama 
between El Vado Dam and Abiquiu R eserv o ir 
knows th e  value o f t h i s  s t r e t c h ,  not only  
fo r  b ird s  (many b a ld  eag les) b u t  a l s o  an 
a r ra y  o f o th e r  w i l d l i f e .  But now t h i s  
p r e c io u s  n a tu r a l  r e s o u rc e  i s  a t  r i s k .  
The Army Gorps o f E ngineers and th e  C i ty  
o f  Albuquerque have p ro p o sed  s to r a g e  o f  
w a te r  in  A b iq u iu  w hich w ou ld  t u r n  a t  
l e a s t  f iv e  m ile s  o f  th e  s tre a m  i n t o  a 
b a rre n  m udflat. Perching t r e e s  f o r  b a ld  
e a g l e s ,  a r c h a e o lo g ic a l  s i t e s ,  s c e n i c  
boa ting  w a te rs , and p r i v a t e  la n d s  would 
be r u in e d .  To do t h i s ,  t h e  C o rp s  o f  
E ngineers needs cong ressiona l approval to  
change th e  a u t h o r i z a t i o n  o f  A b iq u iu  
R e s e r v o i r .  The C i t y  o f  A lb u q u e rq u e  
c la im s  i t  n eed s  s to r a g e  sp ac e  f o r  i t s  
sh a re  o f w ater d iv e rte d  from th e  Colorado 
R iver b a sin . During most y e a r s ,  s to r a g e  
would be a v a i la b le  in  o th e r  re s e rv o ir s  o r 
used fo r  i r r ig a t io n  p u rp o se s  dow nstream  
in  New M exico. The p rob lem  i s  in  th e  
r e l a t iv e ly  few "wet" y e a rs .

I t  i s  a c o m p lic a te d  is s u e  w hich n e e d s  
c a re fu l s tudy  o f a l t e r n a t i v e  s o l u t i o n s .  
There a re  p r a c t ic a l  a l te r n a t iv e  so lu tio n s  
a v a i la b le .  To f o r e s ta l l  h a sty  tem p o ra ry  
m easu re s  w h ich  c o u ld  f o r e v e r  r u i n  a 
p r ic e le s s  n a tu ra l r e s o u r c e ,  i t  i s  urged  
th a t  members c o n tac t th e i r  c o n g re s s io n a l  
r e p r e s e n t a t i v e s .  T e l l  them  t h a t  t h e  
p roposal fo r  increased  au th o rized  s to rag e  
o f  w ater i s  an e x c e e d in g ly  s h o r t s ig h te d  
a p p ro a ch  a n d th a t  t h e r e  a r e  p r a c t i c a l  
a l t e r n a t i v e s  a v a i l a b l e  to  p r o t e c t  b o th  
t h e  w a t e r  r i g h t s  o f  t h e  C i t y  o f  
Albuquerque and th e  many am en ities  o f th e  
Rio Chama. (Also see  enclosed b ro ch u re .)

Our Bosque I s  a t  R isk
E f f o r t s  to  p r o t e c t  th e  b o s q u e  i n  th e  
m iddle reach  o f th e  Rio Grande go back to  
th e  l a t e  1960s. The V illa g e  o f  C o r r a le s  
a c h ie v e d  c o n s id e r a b le  s u c c e s s  in  th e  
e s ta b l i s h m e n t  o f  a  p a rk  b a c k e d  up by 
v e h ic le  c lo s u r e  and r e s t r i c t e d  u se  in  
1979. P r iv a te  in d iv id u a ls  made s e r io u s  
e f f o r t s  to  p ro te c t  an  a r e a  known a s  th e  
oxbow in  1975-76 and w ere  a id e d  g r e a t l y
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by a  d ona tion  of la n d  by S u s ie  P o o le  to  
tn e  S i e r r a  C lub  T r u s t  F o u n d a tio n . In  
1980 th e  S ta te  o f New M exico d e s ig n a te d  
t h e  r i v e r  c o r r i d o r  f ro m  A n g o s t u r a  
D iv ers io n  on th e  n o r th  to  I s l e t a  P u eb lo  
on  th e  s o u th  a s  th e  R io  G rande B osq u e  
S ta te  P a rk . The Open Space  Program  o f 
th e  C i ty  o f  A lb u q u e rq u e  ws g iv e n  th e  
m anagem ent r e s p o n s i b i l i t y .  A n a t u r e  
c e n t e r  was c o n s t r u c t e d  i n  1981 t o  
in c re a se  p u b lic  aw aren ess  o f  th e  v a lu e s  
o f  th e  bosque.

In  s p i t e  o f a l l  th e s e  i n s t i t u t i o n a l  and 
p r iv a te  e f f o r t s ,  sane o f th e  b e s t  bosque 
i s  in  s e r io u s  je o p a rd y . In  May o f t h i s  
y e a r ,  a p r i v a t e  landow ner d e s tro y e d  40 
a c re s  o f th e  Park d esigna ted  a r e a  on th e  
w est s id e  o f  th e  r i v e r  and a d ja c e n t  to  
th e  oxbow. His re a so n s  re m a in  u n c le a r ,  
b u t th e  r e s u l t  i s  th e  l o s s  o f  e x c e p ­
t io n a l ly  h igh w i ld l i f e  v a lu e .  B reed in g  
b ird  d e n s i t ie s  in  th e  bosque h a b i ta t  l o s t  
were th e  second h ig h e s t in  th e  Southw est. 
W etland h a b i t a t  was damaged and f i l l e d  
during  t h i s  a c t iv i ty .  In e a r ly  ju n e  1986 
th e  work was re p o r te d  by th e  U .S . F is h  
and W i ld l i f e  S e r v ic e  to  th e  U .S . Army 
C o rp s  o f  E n g i n e e r s ,  w h ic h  h a s  t h e  
j u r i s d i c t i o n a l  r e s p o n s i b i l i t y  f o r  
w etlands and w aters  o f th e  U nited  S t a t e s  
under th e  a u t h o r i t y  o f th e  C le a n  W ater 
A c t. A r e c e n t  Supreme C o u rt d e c i s i o n  
known a s  th e  R iv e r s id e  C ase  makes t h e  
is su e  o f p r o t e c t i o n  o f a l l  w e tla n d s  no 
lo n g e r  an  am biguous a r e a  o f t h i s  la w . 
The oxbow and a d jacen t wet bosque c le a r ly  
f a l l  in to  t h i s  c a te g o ry .  Thus f a r ,  no 
a c t io n  has been taken  by th e  C orps.

In v e s t ig a t io n  o f t h i s  c a se  has r e v e a le d  
t h i s  t r a c t  o f  bosque was S t a t e  la n d  up 
u n t i l  1967. The a d j a c e n t  la n d o w n e r  
o b ta in e d  an  am endm ent t o  a  p u r c h a s e  
c o n tra c t  ( f o r  lan d s  o u ts id e  th e  bosque) 
w ith  th e  S t a t e  and a c q u i r e d  some y e t  
u n d e fin e d  p r o p e r ty  r i g h t  to  t h e  a r e a  
in s id e  th e  park . There a re  o th e r  p r iv a te  
owners who a l s o  have o r  c la im  p r o p e r ty  
r i g h t s  in s id e  th e  park . These t r a c t s  add 
up to  a  to ta l  o f w ell over 200 a c re s , a l l  
o f which could be damaged o r l o s t  to  th e  
same kind  o f  a c t i v i t y  t h a t  o c c u r re d  in  
May. In f a c t ,  development o f th e se  lands 
fo r  housing i s  e n t i r e ly  p o s s ib le .
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A ll o f  t h i s  b r in g s  us to  th e  c o n c lu s io n  
th a t  i t  i s  tim e to  e s t a b l i s h  c l e a r  p u b l ic  
i n t e r e s t  r i g h t  to  th e  S t a t e  P a rk  b o sq u e  
la n d s . R egard less  whether t h i s  must be done 
th rough purchase o r le g a l a c t io n ,  th e  tim e  
t o  do i t  has a r r iv e d .  The C ity  Open Space 
P rogram  does n o t have th e  money t o  buy 
t h e s e  l a n d s ,  i n  s p i t e  o f  t h e  c l e a r l y  
e s ta b lis h e d  and overw helm ing p a rk  v a lu e s .  
The C ity  n eed s  your s u p p o r t .  The M ayor, 
th e  G overnor, and th e  C o rp s  o f  E n g in e e rs  
need to  knew how you fe e l about t h i s  is su e .

H ats O ff Department
A s i g n i f i c a n t  s t r e t c h  o f  th e  R io  G rande 
b osque  h as  b e en  c le a n e d  up and  i s  now 
p r o te c te d  f o r  p u b l ic  e n jo y m e n t, n a t u r e  
s tu d y , and s c i e n t i f i c  p u r s u i t s .  L a rg e ly  
th rough  th e  e f f o r t s  o f  th e  N a tu re  C o n se r­
vancy and th e  C ity  o f  C o r r a le s ,  an  e i g h t -  
m ile  p o r tio n  o f th e  bosque on th e  w est bank 
o f  th e  R io  G ran d e  i s  d e d i c a t e d  t o  th e  
p u b lic .  The main p o in t o f eg re ss  i s  a t  the  
f a r  n o rth  l im i t s  o f  C o rra le s . A v o lu n te e r  
h o rse  p a tro l  i s  o p e ra tin g  and w i l l  no doubt 
p r e v e n t  a b u s e s  o f  t h e  b o sq u e  su c h  a s  
i l l e g a l  dumping o f t r a s h  and u n a u th o r iz e d  
m o to r v e h ic le  u s e . T h is  s t r e t c h  i s  an  
e x c e l l e n t  b i r d in g  a r e a ,  and members a r e  
urged to  ta k e  a d v a n ta g e  o f  t h i s  v a lu a b le  
h a b i ta t  r ig h t  on th e  d oo rstep  o f A lbuquerque.

—Lew Helm, C onservation  Chairman

Keep Up The Crusade!

Eick up your lance and stay with those crusading to protect 
ildlife and the environment. Audubon Action (NAS news- 

journal) has been replaced by our new national newsletter, the 
Audubon Activist, to give you all the information you need 
to slay the dragons. Sign up for the "Activist" corps today. Use 
the subscription envelope enclosed in the June (final) issue 
of NAS newsjoumal, or send six dollars (for one year) to the 
Audubon Activist, 950 Third Ave., New York, N.Y. 10022.
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MEETING ON THE OUTDOORS A SMASH SUCCESS

CNMAS members Lew Helm, G eorge & E v e ly n  
P r ic e ,  John V a il, and Tom Lankenau jo in e d  
w ith  menbers o f o th e r  environm ental g ro u p s  
an d  r e p r e s e n t a t i v e s  from  p u b l i c  la n d  
a g e n c ie s  f o r  a  w eekend  m e e t in g  on th e  
o u td o o r s .  The m eeting  w as h e ld  a t  t h e  
b e a u t ifu l  Frank Rand Boy Scout Camp in  th e  
p in o n - ju n ip e r - p o n d e r o s a  c o u n try  e a s t  o f  
Espanola.

The focus o f th e  m eeting was p u b lic  uses of 
p u b lic  la n d s . A wide v a r i e t y  o f  p a r t i c i ­
p a n ts  p resen ted  some s tim u la tin g  p a n e ls  on 
such s u b je c ts  as g raz ing  and range m anage­
m e n t, ORV dam age t o  t h e  p u b l i c  l a n d s ,  
chem ical d e s tru c t io n  o f n a tu ra l r e s o u r c e s ,  
w i l d l i f e  on  t h e  p u b l i c  l a n d s ,  w a t e r  
re so u r c s s ,  e t c .  D iv e rs e  v iew s w ere p re ­
sen ted  and some l iv e ly  d isc u ss io n s  ensued!

Good food, c a m p f i r e s ,  s p e c ta c u l a r  v ie w s, 
and good f e l lo w s h ip  a l l  c o n t r ib u te d  to  a 
r e a l l y  g re a t  experience .

DISCOVER SANDIA DAY

An estim ated  700 people a tten d ed  " D isc o v e r  
S andia Say" on June 28. Twenty people were 
up b r i g h t  and e a r ly  f o r  th e  6 a .m . b i r d  
h ik e . Over 30 sp ec ie s  were seen , inc lud ing  
W estern T a n a g e rs , Red C r o s s b i l l s ,  H erm it 
T hrush , and a Brown Creeper.

Our v o lu n te e r s  g a v e  p l e n t y  o f  A udubon 
l i t e r a t u r e  away to  in te re s te d  people a t  our 
bo o th . We'd l i k e  to  th a n k  Donna B roudy , 
B e t ty  B a ld u c , L a rry  G o r b e t ,  and E l a i n e  
N ic h o lso n  who a s s i s t e d  u s .  Many o t h e r  
Audubon members w ere in v o lv e d  w ith  t h i s  
e v e n t ,  a s s i s t i n g  o t h e r  o r g a n i z a t i o n s .  
T h a n k s  to  a l l  o f  y o u , t h e  d a y  w as a 
su ccess .

FIELD TRIP REPORT

The f i e ld  t r i p  to  Bland Canyon in  th e  Jemez 
M ountains c o u l d n 't  have b e e n  m ore fu n .  
E le v e n  o f u s  managed to  r i d e  up  t o  th e  
" s w i f t 's  c l i f f . "  The W hite Throated S w ifts  
were th e re . No B lack S w fits  were s e e n . A 
walk through a nearby c a m p s ite  s t i r r e d  up 
M acG illiv ray 's  W arb le rs . On th e  way down

Audubon Activist 950  Third Ave., Mew York, M.Y. 10022.
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th e  c l i f f ,  th e  hawks gave us a  d i s p la y .
A C o o p e r 's  Hawk s a t  on  to p  o f  a  t r e e  
w h i le  tw o R e d - T a i l e d  H aw ks s o a r e d  
o v e r h e a d ,  w i th  a  S h a r p - S h in n e d  a n d  
a n o th e r  C o o p e r 's  Hawk c h a s in g  th e m . 
F in a lly  a  Turkey V u ltu re  passed  o v e r  th e  
s i t e .  A f te r  lu n c h  we found th e  S a y 's  
P h o e b e  f e e d i n g  h e r  s e c o n d  s e t  o f  
n e s t l i n g s  n e a r  C o c h i t i  L a k e , and  tw o 
Black-Crcwned N ight Herons flew  o v e rh ead  
n ear th e  C o c h iti  Dam ru n o f f . A t o t a l  o f 
42 sp ec ie s  were seen  on th e  t r i p .

CNMAS EVENTS WELL PUBLICIZED

Did you m i s p l a c e  y o u r  OWL a n d  c a n ' t  
remember when th e  n e x t m ee tin g  o r  f i e l d  
t r i p  i s ?  J u s t  t a k e  a  lo o k  a t  y o u r  
J o u r n a l  o r  T r ib u n e  to  f in d  o u t w h a t 's  
happening. A ll o f our lo c a l f i e l d  t r i p s  
a n d  m e e t i n g s  a r e  i n  t h e  " W h a t ' s  
H appening" s e c t i o n  o f th e  A lb u q u e rq u e  
J o u r n a l .  The e v e n t i s  p l a c e d  i n  th e  
Sunday e d i t i o n  and in  t h e  d ay  o f  th e  
e v e n t 's  e d i t io n .  look in  th e  "Town C rie r"  
(found in  th e  back o f  th e  c l a s s i f i e d  ad 
s e c t io n )  in  th e  A lb u q u e rq u e  T r i b u n e ,  
a ls o .  Events a re  l i s t e d  fo r  th e  next day 
in  each is su e . S a tu rd a y 's  e d i t io n  c a r r ie s  
Sunday 's and Monday's e v en ts . Remember, 
a l l  m eetings arri f i e ld  t r i p s  a r e  open  to  
th e  p u b l i c .  Remember to  lo o k  f o r  o u r  
w i ld l i f e  and n a tu re  film  d a te s ,  to o .

APS CAMPERSHIPS

Mark and M argie Amato spen t a  day a t  th e  
APS Camp n e a r  F e n to n  Lake in  th e  Jemez 
M ountains. CNMAS s p o n s o rs  some cam per- 
s h ip s  each y e a r , and we found ou r money 
i s  w ell s p e n t .  Each camp, w hich has a 
c a p a c i ty  f o r  90 k id s ,  c e n t e r s  on many 
ou tdoo r a c t i v i t i e s .  A f i s h in g  t r i p ,  a 
h ik e  to  th e  f o s s i l  b e d s , a  to u r  o f  th e  
f i s h  ha tch ery  a re  some o f th e  a c t i v i t i e s  
p la n n e d  f o r  th e  cam p ers . At any t im e  
during  th e se  ev en ts , th e  c o u n se lo rs  w i l l  
t a l k  about b i r d s ,  p l a n t s ,  f lo w e r s ,  e t c .  
The campers a lso  ta k e  p a r t  in  c o n se rv a ­
t i o n ,  a s  t h e y  k e e p  t h e  camp and  th e  
p u b lic  f ish in g  grounds c le an .
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SPECIAL NATURAL HISTORY TRIPS OF EE RED

Dan S c u r lo c k , c u l t u r a l  h i s t o r i a n  and 
n a t u r a l i s t ,  i s  o f fe r in g  two weekend f i e ld  
t r i p s  t o  e x p l o r e  g e o lo g y ,  c u l t u r a l  
h i s t o r y ,  f l o r a  and f a u n a  o f  t h e  R io  
Puerco-C abezon a re a  (A u g u st 23-24) and 
th e  Chaco Canyon a re a  (Septem ber 2 4 -1 4 ) . 
P l e a s e  c o n t a c t  Dan a t  2 4 2 -1 6 3 5  f o r  
c o m p le te  d e t a i l s .  T h e se  t r i p s  so u n d  
fa s c in a tin g .

CNMAS MEMBER OFEERS CLASS

"Gardening W ithout Work -  W ild G ardens" 
w i l l  be o f f e r e d  by th e  UNM Com m unity 
C ollege s ta r t in g  August 27 on Wednesdays, 
4 :3 0 -6 :3 0  p .m . T h e re  w i l l  be e i g h t  
se ss io n s  ta u g h t by Jim Lewis (881-7423).

The methods dem onstra ted  in c lu d e  how to  
a v o id  s p a d in g , c u l t i v a t i n g ,  w e e d in g , 
sp ray in g , f e r t i l i z i n g ,  and law n mowing; 
a u to m a tic  c r e a t i o n  o f t o p s o i l ;  a v a i l ­
a b i l i t y  o f f r e e  mulch and ground  c o v e r  
m a te r ia ls ;  and th e  use o f  p r e d a to r s  to  
c o n t r o l  p e s t s .  The d e s ig n  o f n a t u r a l  
g a rd e n s  and th e  use o f  n a t i v e  e d i b l e  
p la n ts  w il l  be em phasized . One s e s s io n  
i s  in  th e  c l a s s r o o m ,  w i th  t h e  o t h e r  
s e ss io n s  in  n a tu ra l gardens and on f i e l d  
t r i p s .

ROSS' RAVIN'S 
By Ross L. Teuber

Hi F o lk s l By th e  tim e  you read  t h i s ,  
summer w i l l  a lre ad y  be h a lf  ev er. We a re  
w e ll in to  th e  n estin g  season , and some of 
th e  e a r l i e s t  o f  th e  f a l l  m ig ra n ts  a r e  
headed s o u th  to  t h e i r  w in te r in g  a r e a s .  
S u re ly , May, Ju n e , and J u ly  has been  by 
f a r  th e  w e tte s t  three-m onth  perio d  I  have 
s e e n  in  th e  20 y e a r s  I  h a v e  l i v e d  in  
A lb u q u erq u e . In  e a r l y  J u ly  i t  was my 
p le a su re  to  take  a sh o r t t r i p  back to  the  
m iddlew est, and th e  land of my n a t i v i t y .  
N ever, to  my r e c o l le c t io n ,  have I  seen  i t  
so g reen  in  New M exico's e a s te r n  p l a i n s ,  
e a s t e r n  K an sas , th e  ex trem e  n o r th w e s t  
co rn e r o f M isso u ri, and up in to  c e n t r a l  
and n o rth e a s te rn  Iow a. At t h a t  tim e  i t  
ap p ea re d  t h a t  once a g a in  Iowa i s  d e s ­
t in e d  to  ccme up w ith  a bumper corn  c rop .
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S h o r t l y  a f t e r  my r e t u r n ,  i t  w as my 
p r iv i le g e  to  tak e  a  v i s i t i n g  m is s io n a ry  
from Hong Kong on a  b ird in g  t r i p  in to  th e  
S an d ias. A lthough he h as  an im p re s s iv e  
l i f e  l i s t  frcm S ou theast A s ia , he i s  j u s t  
beginning h is  U.S. l i s t ,  so  i t  was easy  
t o  show him a round dozen  " l i f e  b i r d s . "  
I t  is  n ea rly  as e x c i t in g  to  h e lp  o th e r s  
fin d  " l i f e  b ird s"  a s  i t  i s  to  f in d  them 
f o r  y o u r s e l f .  M id - J u ly  p r o v id e d  an  
o p p o rtu n ity  fo r  a  th r e e - d a y  t r i p  to  th e  
Chama and B razo s  a r e a ,  w hich in c lu d e d a  
day in  s o u th e rn  C o lo ra d o . In  s p i t e  o f 
r a i n  and  t h r e a t e n e d  r a i n ,  i t  w as a 
d e l ig h t f u l  d a y , and in c lu d e d  a  to u r  o f  
th e  Monte V is ta  NWR, where "our" WHOOPIMS 
CRANES make a s to p o v e r  on t h e i r  t r i p s  
frcm and to  G ray 's  Lake. The v a r i e t y  o f  
b i r d s  a t  t h i s  tim e  was n o t e s p e c i a l l y  
im p ressiv e , b u t vrtiat was im p re s s iv e  was 
s e e i n g  n e a r l y  e v e r y  k i n d  o f  b i r d  
a c c o m p a n ie d  by y o u n g .  T h e r e  w e re  
AMERICAN COOTS w ith  ch icks a t  a l l  s ta g e s  
o f  d ev e lo p m en t, from downy y o u n g s te r s  
covered w ith  fuzz and b r ig h t ,  o ra n g e - re d  
h e a d s  a n d  b e a k s ,  t o  n e a r l y  g ro w n  
j u v e n i l e s  w hich lo oked  m ore l i k e  some 
e x o t i c  s p e c ie s  th a n  l i k e  t h e i r  s l a t e y  
g ra y , w hite-beaked p a re n ts . Only about a 
h a lf-d o zen  sp ec ie s  o f DUCKS were sp o tte d , 
b u t a l l  had a r e t i n u e  o f  anyw here from 
th re e  to  s ix te e n  o r more d u ck lin g s .

I t  seems th e  RUFOUS HUMMINGBIRDS h av e  
been l a t e  in  a r r i v i n g  t h i s  y e a r .  V ery 
few r e p o r ts  have come in ,  and a s  o f  th e  
d a te  o f t h i s  w r i t in g  ( J u ly  1 9 ) , no one 
h a s  c a l l e d  t o  r e p o r t  t h e  a r r i v a l  o f  
CALLIOPES. The f i r s t  re p o r t o f  a RUFOUS 
was from J a n  Noda a t  S a n d ia  K n o lls  on 
J u ly  11. F a r th e r  n o rth , f r ie n d s  a t  th e i r  
c a b in  on t h e  B r a z o s  R i v e r ,  s o u th  o f  
Chama, s a id  t h e i r  f i r s t  had a r r iv e d  on 
J u ly  8; Ruth Luhrs had h er f i r s t ,  a ls o  a t  
S arriia  K no lls , on th e  13th; and my f i r s t  
a r r iv e d  th e  next day . Most e x c i t in g  o f 
th e  hummingbird r e p o r t s  was a c a rd  from 
L o rra in e  S c h u lte  a t  Chama ( th e  day a f t e r  
I  had been th e re l  ) t h a t  th e y  had had a 
WHITE HUMMINGBIRD a t  t h e i r  f e e d e r  f o r  
th r e e  days s t a r t in g  on J u ly  13. T h is  i s  
most unusual, so I  c a l l e d  and ta lk e d  to  
h e r  a b o u t d e t a i l s .  Based on sh ap e  o f  
t a i l  f e a t h e r s ,  tim e  o f  a r r i v a l ,  s l i g h t

ru s ty  c a s t  to  sane o f th e  t a i l  f e a t h e r s ,  
and s iz e  and behavior o f th e  b i r d ,  i t  i s  
my o p in io n  t h i s  b i r d  i s  a m ale RUFOUS 
HUMMINGBIRD. The b ird  d isappeared  on th e  
1 6 th  arri 1 7 th , bu t was tack  on th e  1 8 th . 
So much fo r hum m ingbirds, e x c e p t p le a s e  
l e t  me know when you s e e  y o u r  f i r s t  
C a llio p e s  (265-8962).

When R uth  L u h rs  c a l l e d  to  t e l l  o f  h e r  
f i r s t  R ufous H um m ingbird, she had j u s t  
s h o r t ly  r e tu rn e d  from a t r i p  to  A la sk a  
and was b u b b lin g  w ith  e x c i t e m e n t  and 
enthusiasm . She had p ic k e d  up a b o u t 30 
" l i f e  b ird s "  on th e  t r i p .  Of e s p e c ia l  
i n t e r e s t ,  en r o u te  to  A la s k a  s h e  was 
fo r tu n a te  to  se e  a COMMON BLACK-HEADED 
GULL. H ig h lig h ts  in  A laska were PUFFINS, 
MURRES, AUKLETS, and ARCTIC TERN. At 
v a r io u s  p o in ts  g o in g , com ing, and w h ile  
th e re  she saw NORTHWESTERS! CROW, CACKLING 
GEESE, VARIED and GRAY-CHEEKED THRUSHES, 
and CHESTNUT-BACKED CHICKADEES. On th e  
same morning David Nevin a lso  c a l le d ,  and 
he to o  had j u s t  r e tu rn e d  from  a t r i p  to  
A laska . I t  was in tr ig u in g  to  compare th e  
l i s t s  o f  b i r d s  w hich each  o f th a n  had  
found to  be e s p e c ia l ly  in te r e s t in g .  David 
m entioned TUFTED and HORNED PUFFINS, bo th  
(THICK-BILLED and COMMON) MURRES, m ale  
and fem ale  WILLOW PTARMIGAN, m ale  and 
f e m a le  HARLEQUIN DUCK, RED-NECKED 
PHALARQPE and RED-NECKED GREBE. B o th  
m entioned being e sp e c ia l ly  im pressed  and 
e x c i t e d  o v e r  l a r g e  n u m b ers  o f  BALD 
EAGLES. When do you th in k  we should book 
passage?

More mundane, b u t c e r ta in ly  o f more lo c a l 
i n t e r e s t ,  a re  th e  r e p o r t s  re c e iv e d  from 
some of our many observ ers  r i g h t  h e re  in  
New Mexico. Fran th e  number o f  o b s e rv a ­
t io n s  rep o rted  a t  Bosque d e l A pache, i t  
a p p e a rs  t h a t  th e  PHAINOPEPLAS may be 
e x te n d in g  t h e i r  ran g e  n o r th w a r d .  In  
a d d itio n  to  th o se  m en tioned  in  p re v io u s  
colum ns, John D urrie  and Paul F itzsim nons 
saw two j u s t  sou th  of San A nton io  on May 
26. David D ale  a l s o  r e p o r te d  s e e in g  a 
male a t  Bosque d e l Apache on Ju n e  7 , and 
t h r e e  days e a r l i e r  th e r e  was a fe m a le  
c lo se  to  th e  same lo c a tio n . Many o f you 
w i l l  r e c a l l  P a t Basham had a p a i r  a t  h e r  
p la c e  a l l  summer tw o y e a r s  a g o , and
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s u s p e c t e d  t h a t  t h e y  n e s t e d  t h e r e ,  
a l th o u g h  she n e v e r  l o c a t e d  t h e  n e s t .  
They fa i le d  to  show up l a s t  y e a r , and had 
no t been th e re  t h i s  y e a r  a s  o f  th e  l a s t  
tim e I  ta lk e d  to  h e r.

Speaking o f P a t ,  she c a l le d  on May 25 to  
r e p o r t  having seen  a  TRI-COLORED HERON a t  
Bosque del Apache. S e v e ra l  o th e r s  went 
t o  lo o k  f o r  i t ,  b u t  none o f  them w e re  
a b l e  t o  l o c a t e  i t  a g a i n .  R e f u g e  
personnel were unaware o f  i t s  p re s e n c e .  
On t h e  sam e d a t e ,  J o a n n e  P h i l l i p s  
re p o rte d  t h a t  th e  EASTERN KINGBIRD h a s  
re tu rn e d  to  h er p ro p e r ty .  On t h e i r  May 
31 t r i p  to  Bosque del Apache, John EXarrie 
and Paul F itzs im m o n s a l s o  saw a LAZULI 
BUNTING, WILD TURKEYS, SUMMER TANAGER, 
and a  COMMON MOORHEN. T hey  r e p o r t e d  
s e e in g  a t o t a l  o f  72 s p e c i e s  on t h a t  
t r i p .

When D avid D ale  c a l l e d  t o  r e p o r t  t h e  
Phainopepla a t  Bosque d e l Apache, he sa id  
th e y  had a lso  seen an OSPREY ( e a r ly  f a l l  
m ig r a n t ? )  f l y i n g  s o u t h ,  3 p a i r  o f  
VERMILION FLYCATCHERS (w ith  two n e s t s ) ,  2 
BLACK TERNS, a hen TURKEY, and a  m a le  
BROWN-CRESTED FLYCATCHER. He a l s o  t o ld  
me he has seen a to t a l  o f 200 sp ec ie s  and 
s u b s p e c ie s  a t  t h e  R io  G ra n d e  N a tu r e  
C en ter in  th e  l a s t  two y e a r s .  T h a t i s  
v e ry  good.

The l a s t  week o f  May, P au l S te e l  and I 
had an o p p o rtu n ity  to  spend s e v e r a l  days 
on a la rg e  c a t t l e  ra n c h  in  Union C u n ty , 
t o  begin  developing a b ird  l i s t  f o r  t h a t  
p r o p e r ty .  We w ere a b le  to  v e r i f y  th e  
o c c u r re n c e  o f  o v e r  100 s p e c i e s ,  w i th  
n e s tin g  evidence fo r  many o f them. Among 
th e  more in te r e s t in g  was a p a i r  o f  LONG­
BILLED CURLEW w /c h ic k s , n e s t in g  EASTERN 
PHOEBE, a p a i r  o f  EASTERN BLUEBIRDS, a 
num ber o f  CURVE-BILLED THRASHERS, a 
ROSE-BREASTED GROSBEAK, and many LARK 
SPARROWS, BLACK-HEADED GROSBEAK, NORTHERN 
ORIOLE, ASH-THROATED FLYCATCHER, LEWIS 
WOODPECKER, MOCKINGBIRDS, ROCK WRENS, and 
WESTERN AND MOUNTAIN BLUEBIRDS. On th e  
same t r i p ,  we saw a BLACK-BELLIED PLOVER 
and a  MARBLED QODWIT a t  Maxwell NWR, seme 
CHIMNEY SWIFTS a t  C l a y t o n ,  and many 
CASSIN'S SPARROWS (S k y la rk in g )  s o u th  o f 
C lay ton . On^our r e tu r n  t r i p  we s to p p ed
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a t  C h ic o sa  Lake and s p o t t e d  a p a i r  o f  
WHITE-RUMPED SANDPIPERS; and a t  S t o r r i e  
L ak e , 5 CALIFORNIA GULLS, 2 FRANKLIN 
GULLS, and 3 p a i r  of CANADA GEESE, w ith  2, 
3 , and 6 g o s lin g s  r e s p e c tiv e ly , as w ell as 
many COMMON NIGHTHAWKS.

On th e  20th o f June I  rece iv ed  a  re a l n ice  
l e t t e r  frcm Ross R asm ussen, a  new member 
who l iv e s  a t  R io  R ancho. He e n c lo se d  a 
d e t a i l e d  r e c o r d  o f  f i r s t  a n d  l a s t  
s i g h t i n g s  o f  s p r in g  m ig r a n t s  n e a r  h i s  
home. Space does not perm it p r in t i n g  a l l  
o f  t h i s  d a ta , b u t t h i s  s o r t  o f  re c o rd  i s  
v e ry  v a l u a b l e ,  e s p e c i a l l y  when i t  i s  
m ain tained  c o n s c ie n t io u s ly  o v e r  a p e r io d  
o f  y e a rs . I  have forwarded i t  to  th e  NM05 
a rc h iv e s , w here i t  w i l l  be a v a i l a b l e  to  
s tu d e n ts  and re se a rc h e rs  in  th e  fu tu re . I  
have encouraged him to  con tinue  w ith  t h i s  
e f f o r t .

From tim e to  tim e in  my co n v ersa tio n s  w ith  
o th e r  b i r d e r s ,  th e  s u b je c t  o f  p ro n u n c ia ­
t io n  o f b ird  names ccmes up. So a s  a new 
f e a t u r e ,  in  each  colum n we w i l l  t r y  to  
p a s s  on th e  a c c e p te d  p r o n u n c i a t i o n  o f  
s e v e ra l o f th e  d i f f i c u l t  o r  o f te n  m isp ro ­
nounced names. Even th e  " e x p e rts "  do n o t 
alw ays ag re e , b u t we w i l l  t r y  to  g iv e  th e  
m ost a ccep tab le  and p r e f e r r e d  and a l t e r ­
n a te  o r  a l te r n a te s  fo r  each name. A case  
in  p o in t i s  th e  NORTHERN JACANA. T h ere  
a re  p ro b ab ly  a s  many o r  more p ro n u n c ia ­
t io n s  as th e r e  a r e  p eo p le  who have been  
p r iv i le g e d  to  see  th e  u n iq u e  b i r d  in  th e  
U .S . N o rth e rn  p r e s e n ts  no d i f f i c u l t y .  
The o f f i c i a l  Portuguese p ro n u n c ia tio n  fo r  
th e  name Jacan a , according  to  C h r is to p h e r  
L eahy 's  Encyclopedic Handbook, i s  c lo se  to  
ZA H -seh-nah; e a s t e r n  e l i t i s t  b i r d - t o u r  
l e a d e r s  i n s i t  on  ja h - C A H - n u h  ( o r  
ja h - K a y - n e r ,  a s  in  C U -b e r)  ; and  many 
sou thw estern  b ird e r s ,  presuming i t  to  be a 
Span ish  name, o f te n  say hah-CAH-nuh. John 
T e rre s  in  th e  Audubon E n c y c lo p e d ia  l i s t s  
s e v e r a l  p r o n u n c ia t io n s .  He s a y s  m o st 
American o r n i t h o l o g i s t s  say  jah-K O N -ah, 
o th e rs  YAH-sah-NAH, and l i s t s  d i c t i o n a r y  
p r o n u n c i a t i o n s  a s  S H A -sah-N A H  a n d  
JAK-ah-nah. So in  t h i s  c a s e ,  f o l k s ,  i t  
lo o k s as i f  you may take  your c h o ic e .  My 
p erso n a l p re fe ren ce  i s  ZAH-sah-nuh.
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Some o t h e r  nam es t h a t  p r e s e n t  som e 
q u e s t io n  a r e :  N o r th e r n  o r  T r o p i c a l  
P a r u la ;  P i l e a t e d  W oodpecker, C a s s i n 's  
K in g b ird , F ly c a tc h e r ,  o r  S parro w ; and  
B la c k , S u r f ,  o r  W h ite -W in g ed  S c o t e r .  
Again th e  p rob lem  i s  n o t w ith  th e  more 
f a m il ia r  sp ec ie s  name, b u t w ith  th e  name 
o f  the  person fo r  whan i t  i s  named o r the  
u n fa m ilia r  sp e c ie s . Going back to  one o r 
more o f my f a v o r i te  a u th o rs , th e  w a rb le r  
i s  pronounced PA A -rul-lah o r pah-RO O-luh 
(Leahy); T e rres  g iv e s  th e  p ro n u n c ia t io n  
o f  th e  L a tin  g e n e ric  name as P A R -you-la . 
T he  name o f  t h e  w o o d p e c k e r  may be  
pronounced PY E -lee-ay-ted  ( p r e f e r r e d ) o r  
P IL L -ee-ay -ted . T e rres  a g re e s , b u t u ses  
d i f f e r e n t  s p e l l i n g  f o r  th e  s y l l a b l e s .  
Jo h n  C a s s in ,  f o r  whom t h e  b i r d s  w ere  
n a m e d , w a s  a n  o r n i t h o l o g i s t  i n  
P h ila d e lp h ia  in  th e  mid 19th  cen tu ry , and 
h i s  name i s  p ro n o u n c e d  C A S S -in , n o t  
CA SE-in. F in a l ly  th e  name o f th e  s e a  
ducks i s  SKOH-ter, n o t SCOOT-er. T h a t 's  
enough " e d u c a t io n "  f o r  t h i s  t im e , b u t  
w e 'l l  t r y  to  cane  up w ith  some m ore in  
th e  nex t column.

How w o u ld  y o u  l i k e  t o  h a v e  a b i r d  
crossw ord pu zzle  o r  word search  puzzle  as 
a  p a r t  o f  each column? I 'd  be in te re s te d  
in  sane fe e d b ac k  f r a n  th o s e  o f  you who 
a re  in te re s te d  (2 6 5 -8 9 6 2 ). Remember to  
keep me posted  on th e  a r r iv a l  o f C a llio p e  
o r  e th e r  hummingbirds as th ey  a r r iv e ,  and 
o f  your o b s e r v a t io n s  o f  f a l l  m ig r a n ts .  
So lo n g  f o r  now, good l u c k ,  and  good  
b ird in g . —R.L.T .

P .S . S ince th e  f i r e  a t  th e  P e t Shop in  
th e  N o rth  V a l le y ,  I  b e l i e v e  in  J u n e ,  
t h e r e  have been  num erous c a l l s  a b o u t  
e x o t i c  b i r d s ,  m o s t l y  p a r r o t s  o r  
p a r a k e e t s .  M ost l i k e l y  t h e s e  w e re  
e s c a p e e s  fro m  t h a t  d i s a s t e r .  T h i s  
morning (Ju ly  21) Joanne P h i l l i p s  c a l l e d  
to  say they  had been hearing  th e  c a l l  o f  
a BOBWHITE from  among th e  ju n k  c a r s  on 
th e  l o t  next door. T h is  l i k e l y  i s  a l s o  
an  e sc a p e e  from som eone who h a s  p e n -  
r a is e d  b i r d s .

* * F o llo w in g  i s  t h e  p o r t i o n  o f  R o s s ' 
R av in 's  th a t  had to  be o m itte d  from th e  
l a s t  is su e  o f th e  CWL:

T his y e a r , Sunday A p r il  26 , was th e  day 
P a t  Basham and I had s e l e c t e d  f o r  o u r  
annual "Century Run." I f  you r e c a l l ,  bo th  
th e  p re c e d in g  F r id a y  and S a tu rd a y  w ere  
e x tro n e ly  windy. When we a ro se  a t  5 a .m . 
on  Sunday m o rn in g , th e  sk y  was m o s t ly  
o v e rc a s t and th e  breezes were s t i l l  s trong  
and gusty . T h is , coupled w ith  the  f a i lu r e  
o f  th e  w arb ler and bunting m ig ra tio n  wave 
t o  a r r i v e  on s c h e d u le ,  and  t h e  n e a r l y  
com plete d ra in in g  o f th e  marshes a t  Bosque 
d e l  A p a c h e ,  m ade  t h e  p r o s p e c t s  o f  
ach iev ing  our 100 s p e c ie s  g o a l q u e s t io n ­
a b le  a t  b e s t .  Our coverage o f th e  Basham 
p ro p e rty  y ie ld e d  o n ly  14 s p e c i e s ,  a b o u t 
h a l f  th e  u su a l num ber. Even th e  wood­
p e ck e rs , n o rth e rn  o r io le s  and black-headed 
g ro sb eak s, and H a rr is  sp arro w  which have 
been th e re  d id  not make an appearance.

B ecau se  o f t h e  w e a th e r  c o n d i t i o n s  i t  
seemed b e s t  to  cover W ater Canyon f i r s t ,  
and then  r e tu rn  to  Bosque del Apache where 
th e  b ird s  were l e s s  l ik e ly  to  be a f f e c te d  
by th e  wind. We p ick ed  up o n ly  t h r e e  o r  
fo u r a d d itio n a l sp ec ie s  en ro u te ,  and th e  
open a reas  a t  th e  low er end o f th e  W ater 
Canyon Road d id  n e t provide th e  t h r a s h e r s  
and sparrows we have ccme to  expect th e re ,  
nor were the  usual canyon w re n s , v i o l e t -  
g reen  swallow s, and w h ite - th ro a te d  s w i f t s  
p re se n t along th e  c l i f f  where th ey  u su a lly  
o c c u r . We d id  f in d  m ost o f  them on th e  
way o u t, b u t  no r o s e - b r e a s te d  o r  b la c k ­
h eaded  g ro s b e a k s ,  o r  w e s te r n  t a n a g e r .  
H o w ev e r, by  w o rk in g  h a r d  we h a d  5 6 
s p e c ie s , a b o u t th e  u su a l num ber, by th e  
tim e we had worked W ater Canyon and g o t 
back to  the  highway.

Only two a d d itio n a l sp ec ie s  were found on 
th e  r e tu rn  to  Bosque del Apache. A f te r  a 
b r i e f  lu n c h  b r e a k ,  we c o n t in u e d  o u r  
e f f o r t s .  By th a t  tim e th e  wind had abated 
somewhat and c o n d itio n s  w ere more fa v o r ­
a b le .  Slowly, slow ly, l i t t l e  by l i t t l e  we 
added  one s p e c ie s  a t  a  t im e . A gain we 
were im pressed  by th e  la c k  o f  m ig r a n ts ,  
p a r t i c u la r ly  w arb le rs . By th e  tim e we got 
t o  th e  curve on th e  back s id e  o f  th e  to u r  
l o o p  w h e re  we u s u a l l y  h a v e  s e e n  t h e  
v e r m i l io n  f l y c a t c h e r ,  we had f i n a l l y  
reached a to t a l  o f 99 sp e c ie s , and we were 
hoping to  have th e  n ic e  to u ch  o f add ing



B U R R O W IN G  O W L 9 August -  Septem ber 1986

t h a t  s p e c ie s  a s  number 100, b u t  i t  was 
no t to  b e . I t  tu rn e d  o u t to  be number 
101 . Number 100 w as a GREEN-BACKED 
HERON. We were a ls o  p leased  to  find  f iv e  
WILD TURKEY n ear th e  double cu rv e  b e fo re  
we go t to  the  n o rth  end o f th e  to u r  loop . 
Once a g a in  we had s u rp a s s e d  th e  t a r g e t  
100 sp e c ie s .

A few more sp ec ie s  w ere added b e fo re  we 
l e f t  th e  re fu g e , b u t th e  f in a l  ic in g  was 
added  a s  we s a t  on P a t ' s  p a t i o  a f t e r  
r e t u r n i n g ,  and w atch ed  f i r s t  s e v e r a l  
COMMON POORWILL and l a t e r  bo th  LESSER and 
COMMON NIGHTHAWKS ( c a l l i n g ) .  The f i n a l  
t o t a l  was 110 sp e c ie s , about a v e ra g e  f o r  
t h e  s ix  y e a r s  w e 'v e  b e e n  m ak ing  t h i s  
e f f o r t ,  and accom plished in  s p i te  o f  some 
v e ry  unfavorab le  w eather, a t  l e a s t  during 
th e  morning.

HELP SUPPORT LOCAL RESEARCH THROUGH 
THE CNMAS RESEARCH COMMITTEE

CNMAS has provided  f i n a n c i a l  su p p o r t  to  
tw o o n g o in g  r e s e a r c h  p r o j e c t s  b e in g  
c o n d u c ted  by lo c a l  b i o l o g i s t s .  I n  a 
s tu d y  o f th e  1985 f a l l  c rane  m ig ra tio n  by 
D ale  S ta h le c k e r ,  i t  w as fo u n d  t h a t  a 
s ig n i f i c a n t  p o r t i o n  (25%) o f  th e  Rocky 
M ountain crane p o p u la tio n  s to p s  o v e rn ig h t 
n o r th  o f  A lb uquerque  on  t h e i r  way t o  
Bosque d e l Apache and o th e r  w in te r in g  
a r e a s .  The w eather co n d itio n s  a sso c ia ted  
w ith  a  la rg e  number o f c ranes stopping  on 
c e r t a in  n ig h ts  were a lso  documented. The 
p ro je c t  rece iv ed  p a r t i a l  fu n d in g  in  th e  
amount o f  $350 from CNMAS.

CNMAS a ls o  supp lied  support to  Jim  D aley  
and S teve Hoffm an's ongoing s tu d y  o f hawk 
m ig r a t io n  i n  t h e  S a n d ia  and  M anzano 
M ountains. N early 10,000 hawks, fa lc o n s , 
e a g le s , and v u l t u r e s  have b een  co u n ted  
du ring  two sp rin g  and one f a l l  m ig r a t io n  
along "our" r id g e .  T his p ro je c t rece iv ed  
funding from se v e ra l  s o u r c e s ,  in c lu d in g  
$500 frcm CNMAS. More d e t a i l e d  r e p o r t s  
on th e se  r e s e a r c h  p r o j e c t s  ap p ea re d  in  
th e  A p ril is su e  o f th e  Burrowing Owl.

The CNMAS Borard o f D ire c to rs  would l i k e  
t o  con tinue to  su p p o rt s t u d i e s  o f  lo c a l  
i n t e r e s t .  To t h i s  e n d , a  R e s e a r c h  
Committee was formed in  th e  f a l l  o f 1985 
a s  a  means o f s o l i c i t i n g  and d is b u r s in g  
f u n d s .  P e r h a p s  y o u  w o u ld  l i k e  t o  
c o n tr ib u te  to  t h i s  e f f o r t .  I f  you would 
l i k e  to  h e lp , f i l l  ou t th e  a t ta c h e d  form 
and send i t  w ith  your check to :

CNMAS T reasu re r
P.O. Box 3002
A lbuquerque, NM 87290-0002 

*****************************************

Y e s , I  w an t t o  h e lp  CNMAS R e s e a r c h  
C o m m itte e  s u p p o r t  s t u d i e s  o f  l o c a l  
s c i e n t i f i c  i n t e r e s t .

I  am w il l in g  to  work in  fund r a i s i n g  and 
o th e r  ccm m ittee a c t i v i t i e s .
My phone number i s ___________.

E n c l o s e d  i s  my t a x  d e d u c t i b l e  
c o n tr ib u tio n  o f :  $5 $10 $15
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A P P L IC A T IO N  FO R  J O IN T  M EM B ER SH IP  
IN  THE N A T IO N A L  A U D U B O N  SOCIETY  

A N D  THE
CENTRAL N E W  M E X IC O  A U D U B O N  SOCIETY

J o in t m e m b e rs h ip  o ffe rs  y o u  fu l l  m e m b e rs h ip  in  b o th  th e  
N a tio n a l A u d u b o n  S o c ie ty  an d  th e  C e n tra l N e w  M e x ic o  A u d u b o n  
c h a p te r  at th e  sam e ra te  as m e m b e rs h ip  in  th e  n a t io n a l o rg a n i­
z a tio n  o n ly .

W ith  o n e  a n n u a l d ues  p a y m e n t, y o u  m ay e n jo y  th e  p r iv ile g e s  o f 
m e m b e rs h ip  in , a n d  th e  sa tis fa c tio n  o f  s u p p o r t in g , th e  loca l and  
n a tio n a l o rg a n iz a tio n s . Y ou  w il l  th e n  re c e iv e  b im o n th ly  issues o f 
th e  B u r r o w in g  O w l  a n d  th e  b im o n th ly  A u d u b o n ,  th e  m o s t 
b e a u t ifu l n a tu re  m a g a z in e  in  th e  w o r ld .  A  p o r t io n  o f  y o u r  d ues  
p a y m e n t w i l l  be  a llo c a te d  to  th e  C e n tra l N e w  M e x ic o  A u d u b o n  
S oc ie ty .

Ind iv idua l ...................................................................  $30.00/Year
F a m ily ...........................................................................  $38.00/Year
Senior C itizen ........................................................... $21.00/Year
Sr. C it., Family ........................................................... $23.00/Year
Full T ime Student ..................................................... $18.00/Year

N a m e  _  

A dd ress

(p lease  p r in t)

C ity S ta te ___________ Z ip

Please m a ke  c h e c k  p a ya b le  to  N a tio n a l A u d u b o n  S o c ie ty , b u t 
send  to : D o n n a  B ro u d y , M e m b e rs h ip  C h a irm a n , C N M A S , 510 
Laguna , SW , A lb u q u e rq u e , N M  87104.

Please se n d  re n e w a ls  d ir e c t ly  to : N a tio n a l A u d u b o n  S o c ie ty , 
C h a p te r  M e m b e rs h ip  D a ta  C e n te r , P .O . B ox 2664, B o u ld e r , C O  
80321.

A ll  changes  o r  c o rre c t io n s  in  n a m e , address, o r  te le p h o n e  
n u m b e r  fo r  m e m b e rs h ip  f ile s  an d  m a ilin g  file s  s h o u ld  be  se n t to  
D o n n a  B ro u d y . T h e  B u r r o w in g  O w l  c a n n o t be  fo rw a rd e d  by th e  
p o s t o ff ic e .
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