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W elcom e! C e n t r a l  N e w  M e x ic o  A u d u b o n  
S o c ie ty  m e e ts  th e  t h i r d  T h u rsd a y  o f  e a c h  
m onth a t  7 :3 0  P .M ., S t .  T im o th y 's  L u th e r ­
a n  C h u r c h ,  C o p p e r  and  J e f f e r s o n ,  N .E .  
Nonmembers a r e  w elcom e a t  a l l  m e e t i n g s ,  
f i e l d  t r i p s ,  and s p e c i a l  e v e n t s .

SATURDAY, FEBRUARY 15 -  F ie ld  T r ip

J o i n  th e  S a n g re  de C r i s t o  Audubon S o c ie ty  
f o r  a  f i e l d  t r i p  t o  C o c h i t i  L a k e .  
W o od land  b i r d s ,  w a t e r f o w l ,  a n d  b a l d  
e a g l e s  a r e  se e n  a t  C o c h i t i  t h i s  t im e  o f  
y e a r .  M ig ra tin g  c r a n e s  a r e  a l s o  a  g o o d  
p o s s i b i l i t y .  M eet a t  t h e  p a r k i n g  l o t  
be low  th e  s p i l l w  ay  t o  t h e  dam a t  9 : 3 0 .  
To r e a c h  t h e  s p i l l w a y ,  t a k e  t h e  S a n t o  
Domingo P u e b lo -C o c h i t i  Lake e x i t ,  g o  9 o r  
10 m i l e s .  The s p i l lw a y  w i l l  b e  o b v i o u s .  
B rin g  lu n c h . C a l l  E ve lyn  P r i c e  (831 -5028 ) 
f o r  m are in fo r m a t io n .

THURSDAY, FEBRUARY 20 -  R e g u la r  M eeting

CALENDAR

p r o f e s s i o n a l  w i th  C h a p a r r a l  C o u n c i l  f o r  
many y e a r s  and b e f o r e  t h a t  s e r v e d  i n  t h e  
P e a c e  C o r p s .  S h e  i s  a n  e x c e l l e n t  
n a t u r a l i s t  and w i l l  be a b le  t o  g iv e  u s  an 
e x c i t i n g  f i r s t h a n d  s t o r y  o f  h i k i n g  t h e  
t r a i l s  o f  New Z e a la n d . Time and p la c e  i n  
Welcome P a ra g ra p h .

SATURDAY, FEBRUARY 22 -  F ie ld  T r ip

H a l f - d a y  f i e l d  t r i p  t o  t h e  Oxbow w i t h  
B ru c e  H a l s t e a d  (w o rk  7 6 6 - 2 1 7 4 ;  hom e 
2 9 9 -9 3 9 7 ) . Even in  w i n t e r  t h i s  s p e c i a l  
segm en t o f  th e  R io  G rande h a r b o r s  a  g r e a t  
v a r i e t y  o f  b i r d l i f e ,  s u c h  a s  t h e  M arsh  
W ren, V i r g in i a  R a i l ,  B lack  P h o e b e , Swamp 
and L in c o ln  S p a rro w s . Meet a t  8 a .m . i n  
t h e  UNM P h y s ic s  and A stronom y p a rk in g  l o t  
a t  t h e  n o r t h e a s t  c o r n e r  o f  L o m as a n d  
Y a le .

SATURDAY, MARCH 1 and SUNDAY, MARCH 2 -  
NMOS M eeting  and F ie ld  T r ip s _____________

Donna B ro u d y , o u r  m e m b e rs h ip  c h a i r m a n ,  
w i l l  show s l i d e s  and t e l l  o f  h e r  h i k i n g  
t r i p  in  New Z ea land  on  th e  M ilfo rd  T ra c k , 
t h e  w o r ld 's  f i r s t  w i l d e r n e s s  a r e a .  She 
w i l l  a l s o  s h a r e  w ith  us a  v i s i t  t o  S o u th  
I s l a n d ,  w hich i s  an  a l b a t r o s s  r e f u g e .

Donna and D avid jo in e d  o u r  c h a p t e r  a f t e r  
m oving t o  A lb u q u erq u e  from  G a l lu p ,  w h e re  
th e y  w ere a c t i v e  m em bers i n  t h e  A udubon 
c h a p t e r .  D o n n a  w a s  a  G i r l  S c o u t

T he New M ex ico  O r n i t h o l o g i c a l  S o c i e t y  
w i l l  m eet on  t h e  UNM c a m p u s . S a tu r d a y  
w i l l  be a  d a y  f o r  p r e s e n t i n g  p a p e r s  o f  
o r n i t h o l o g i c a l  i n t e r e s t ,  f o l lo w e d  b y  a  
d i n n e r .  V a r i o u s  f i e l d  t r i p s  a r e  
s c h e d u le d  f o r  S u n d a y . C a l l  R o s s  T e u b e r  
(2 6 5 -8962 ) f o r  d e t a i l s .
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TUESDAY, MARCH 4 -  W i ld l i f e  F ilm : 
" W i ld l i f e  A n n a ls ,"  A lle n  J .  King

E a r l i e r  n a t u r a l i s t s  r e c o r d e d  t h e i r  
f i n d i n g s  i n  j o u r n a l s  a n d  c h r o n i c l e s .  
A l le n  K ing r e c o r d s  w i l d e r n e s s  c r e a t u r e s  
th ro u g h  th e  a r t  o f  n o t io n  p i c t u r e s .  T en  
y e a r s  o f  w ork o n  s i x  o u td o o r  f i lm  s t u d i e s  
h i g h l i g h t  h i s  d r a m a t ic  w i l d l i f e  a n n a l s :  
T h e  s a n d h i l l  c r a n e  c h o o s e s  t o  p u t  i t s  
n e s t  i n  t h e  m i d s t  o f  m a r s h  c a t t a i l s ,  
e l u s i v e  m o u n t a i n  g o a t s  a r e  d e p i c t e d  
a g a i n s t  b r e a t h t a k i n g  b a c k d r o p s .  A 
6 0 - f o o t  f r e e - s t a n d in g  s c a f f o l d  h a d  t o  b e  
b u i l t  t o  f i lm  th e  g r e a t  h o rn e d  o w l . T he 
s t r i k i n g l y  b e a u t i f u l  common lo o n  w ith  i t s  
h a u n tin g  c a l l  makes i t  a  s t a r  p e r f o r m e r .  
B u l l  e l k  l o c k  h o r n s  an d  b i g h o r n  s h e e p  
b u t t  h e ad s  in  t e s t s  o f  d o m in an ce .

SATURDAY, MARCH 15 -  F ie ld  T r ip

H a lf -d a y  t r i p  t o  P ie d r a  L i s a  S p r in g s  a r e a  
n e a r  P l a c i t a s  w ith  M arg ie  and Mark A rn a to  
( 2 9 8 - 3 2 2 7 ) .  T h i s  w i l  b e  a n  e x c e l l e n t  
o p p o r tu n i ty  t o  become f a m i l i a r  w i th  some 
o f  th e  r e s i d e n t  b i r d s  o f  f o o t h i l l s ;  hawks 
and e a g le s  a r e  a l s o  a  g o o d  p o s s i b i l i t y ,  
a s  t h e i r  m i g r a t i o n  i s  j u s t  g e t t i n g  
u n d e rw a y . M eet a t  8 a .m .  a t  t h e  UNM 
P h y s i c s  a n d  A s t r o n o m y  p a r k i n g  l o t ,  
n o r t h e a s t  c o r n e r  o f  Y a le  and Lcm as.

THURSDAY, MARCH 20 -  R e g u la r  M eeting

Chuck H u n d ertm ark , who i s  a  p a s t  p r e s i ­
d e n t  a n d  l o n g - t i m e  CNMAS m e m b e r, w i l l  
p r e s e n t  a  p rog ram  o f  b i r d  m i g r a t i o n  an d  
b i r d  b a n d i n g  e x p e r i e n c e s  a t  t h e  R io  
G rande N a tu r e  C e n t e r .  C huck  c u r r e n t l y  
h e a d s  th e  R io  G rande B ird  R e s e a r c h ,  I n c .  
S ee  Welcome P a ra g ra p h  f o r  tim e  and p l a c e .

SUNDAY, APRIL 6 -  F ie ld  T r ip

H a l f - d a y  t r i p  t o  E m b u d ito  C an y o n  w i t h  
H a r t  S c h w a rz  ( 2 6 6 - 1 8 1 0 ) .  T he e m p h a s is  
w i l l  be on  f in d in g  t h e  d e s e r t  s p a r r o w s ,  
p a r t i c u l a r l y  t h e  B l a c k - c h i n n e d ,  w h ic h  
r e t u r n s  t o  t h e  n o r t h e r n  l i m i t  o f  i t s  
r a n g e  i n  e a r l y  A p r i l .  M eet a t  7 :3 0  a .m . 
b y  t h e  s t i l e  a t  t h e  e n t r a n c e  o f  t h e
Canyon w h ic h  i s  l o c a t e d  1 /2  m i l e  e a s t ,  
th e n  1 /2  m i l e  n o r t h  o f  t h e  M o n tg o m e ry / 
Tramway i n t e r s e c t i o n .

COMING ATTRACTIONS:

M ark y o u r  c a l e n d a r s  now f o r  t h e  T h i r d  
A n n u a l BIG BIRD BASH t o  t a k e  p l a c e  i n  
S i l v e r  C i ty  a g a in  on May 3 -4 . T h e re  w i l l  
b e  a c t i v i t i e s  f o r  b i r d e r s ,  s e m i - b i r d e r s ,  
and n o n - b i r d e r s  a l i k e .

PRESIDENT'S MESSAGE

A f u l l  r e p o r t  o f  th e  a n n u a l C h r is tm a s  B ird  
C ount w i l l  be found  i n  a n o th e r  p a r t  o f  th e  
O w l, b u t  I  w ant t o  t a k e  t h i s  o p p o r t u n i t y  
t o  th a n k  th o s e  o f  you who b ra v e d  t h e  c o ld  
w in te r  m o rn in g s  t o  come o u t  an d  h e l p  i n  
t h e  c o u n t .  We h a d  o n e  o f  t h e  l a r g e s t  
t u r n o u t  o f  " o b s e r v e r s "  ( a s  c o u n t e r s  a r e  
t e c h n i c a l l y  c a l l e d )  i n  y e a r s !  A b ig  th a n k  
you i s  due th e  m ed ia— th e  n e w s p a p e r s ,  t h e  
r a d i o ,  and TV— f o r  th e  e x c e l l e n t  c o v e r a g e  
b e f o r e ,  d u r i n g ,  a n d  a f t e r  t h e  c o u n t .  
W ith o u t  t h e i r  h e l p ,  we c o u l d  n o t  h a v e  
s p re a d  th e  word t o  th e  c a n m u n ity .

You may n o t  have  th o u g h t  o f  th e  B ird  C ount 
i n  t h i s  way, b u t  R oger T o ry  P e t e r s o n  s a y s  
i n  an  a r t i c l e  i n  t h e  L e a d e r 's  G u id e  f o r  
t h e  Audubon A d v e n tu re s  p rog ram :

" P a r t i c i p a t i n g  i n  a  C h r is tm a s  c o u n t  . . . 
p r o v i d e s  a  v a l u a b l e  s e r v i c e  t o  o t h e r  
o r n i t h o l o g i s t s  and s c i e n t i s t s  a l l  o v e r  th e  
w o r ld . B i r d s  a r e  f a r  m ore  t h a n  r o b i n s ,  
c a r d i n a l s ,  a n d  w r e n s  t o  b r i g h t e n  t h e  
y a r d s .  They a r e  i n d i c a t o r s  o f  t h e  h e a l t h  
o f  o u r  p l a n e t — a  s o r t  o f  ' e c o l o g i c a l  
l i tm u s  p a p e r . '  B e c a u se  o f  t h e i r  f u r i o u s  
p a c e  o f  l i v i n g ,  t h e y  r e f l e c t  c h a n g e s  i n  
t h e  e n v iro n m e n t— t h e  e n v i r o n m e n t  we a l l  
s h a r e .  I f  th e y  w ere  rem oved, t h e  b a l a n c e  
o f  n a t u r e  a s  we k n o w  i t  w o u l d  b e  
d r a s t i c a l l y  u p s e t . "

The d a t a  from  o u r  t h r e e  c o u n t s  w e re  s e n t  
t o  A m erican  B i r d s , a  p u b l i c a t i o n  o f  t h e  
N a t i o n a l  A u d u b o n  S o c i e t y  w h e r e  t o t a l  
r e s u l t s  fro m  a l l  c o u n t s  fro m  t h e  U n i te d  
S t a t e s ,  C a n a d a , and  t h e  C a r i b b e a n  a r e  
p u b l is h e d  i n  a  s p e c i a l  e d i t i o n  l a t e r  i n  
th e  y e a r .  The names o f  o u r  65  o b s e r v e r s  
w i l l  a p p e a r ,  a lo n g  w ith  a l l  t h e  o t h e r s  who 
g o t  up  th o s e  w in te r  m o rn in g s  t o  go  f o r t h  
a n d  c o u n t  b i r d s .  P l a n  t o  come o u t  a n d  
j o i n  u s  n e x t Decem ber— i t ' s  a  fu n  th in g  t o  
do!
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CNMAS BOARD MEETING

A t t h e  M onday , J a n u a r y  13 CNMAS b o a r d  
m e e t i n g ,  f u n d in g  w as  a p p ro v e d  f o r  t h e  
fo l lo w in g  com m unity p r o j e c t s :

C o n t i n u e d  s u p p o r t  f o r  t h e  A u d u b o n  
A d v e n tu r e s  p r o g r a m . We now  h a v e  t h e  
p ro g r a m  i n  10 p u b l i c  s c h o o l s  a n d  o n e  
p r i v a t e  s c h o o l .

C a m p e rsh ip s  f o r  d e s e r v i n g  APS s t u d e n t s  
f o r  u se  in  th e  APS summer camp.

P r i z e  money f o r  t h e  R e g io n a l S c ie n c e  F a i r  
a t  UNM on  M arch 2 0 -2 1 . J u d g e s  f ro m  o u r  
c h a p te r  w i l l  be L iz  B roem el, Jo h n  D u r r i e ,  
and  Dave C a r r i c k .

S u b s c r ip t io n s  t o  Audubon m a g a z in e  t o  t h e  
APS s e n i o r  h ig h  s c h o o ls .

W ashburn A w ard, vAiich i s  p r e s e n t e d  t o  a n  
e m p lo y e e  o r  o f f i c i a l  o f  a  g o v e r n m e n t  
a g en cy  who h a s  d e m o n s t r a te d  i n t e r e s t  i n  
p r o m o t in g  p r o g r a m s  o f  e n v i r o n m e n t a l  
p r o t e c t i o n  o r  e d u c a t io n .  G iv en  i n  h o n o r  
o f  Dan and M arian  W ashburn.

S c h o la r s h ip s  t o  th e  Audubon E c o lo g y  Camp 
n e a r  D u b o is , Wyoming. T h ese  s c h o la r s h ip s  
a r e  funded  m a in ly  by CNMAS F ilm  C om m ittee 
w h ich  u s e s  r e v e n u e  f ro m  t h e  N a t u r e  an d  
W i l d l i f e  F ilm  S e r i e s  f o r  t h i s  p u rp o s e .

O th e r  i te m s  o f  b u s in e s s :

D e c id e d  t o  i n a u g u r a t e  a  new  g e n e r a l  
m e e tin g  fo rm a t :  P rogram  f i r s t ,  f o l l o w e d  
b y  b u s in e s s  and r e f r e s h m e n t s .  We t r i e d  
i t  a t  th e  J a n u a ry  m e e t in g  an d  i t  seem ed  
t o  m eet w ith  a p p ro v a l I

M ark  a n d  M a r g i e  A m a to ,  h o s p i t a l i t y  
c h a irm e n , w i l l  be i n  c h a r g e  o f  o u r  1 5 th  
b i r t h d a y  c e l e b r a t i o n  t o  be  h e l d  May 1 5 , 
19 8 6 . C o n ta c t  th e m  a t  2 9 8 -3 2 2 7  i f  you  
c a n  h e lp .

P o l i c y  and p ro c e d u r e s  w e re  p u t  i n  p l a c e  
f o r  th e  S c i e n t i f i c  R e se a rc h  c o m m itte e .

A g e n e r a l  i n t e r e s t  q u e s t i o n n a i r e  w h ic h  
m ig h t be s e n t  to  m em bership  was d i s c u s s e d ,  
b u t  no  a c t io n  ta k e n .

F ebruary -  M arch  1986

N e x t b o a r d  m e e t in g  w i l l  b e  o n  M o n d a y ,

F e b r u a r y  1 7 , 7 :3 0  p .m . a t  t h e  S u n w e s t  
B ank  o n  C e n t r a l  and  W a s h i n g t o n .  A l l  
members a r e  c o r d i a l l y  i n v i t e d  t o  a t t e n d .

CONSERVATION NOTES -  Lew Helm

New T h r e a t  t o  J u a n  Tabo A rea 
I t  n e v e r  e n d s !  A new  la n d  d e v e lo p m e n t  
schem e i s  now p ro p o se d  to  d e v e lo p  some 37 
a c r e s  i n  th e  E v e rg re e n  H i l l s  t r a c t  j u s t  
n o r th  o f  th e  J u a n  T ab o  R e c r e a t i o n  A r e a .  
The s i t e  i s  a t  t h e  s t a r t  o f  t h e  P i e d r a  
L i s a  t r a i l .  P ro p o sed  i s  s u b d iv id in g  t h e  
a r e a  i n t o  o n e - a c r e  l o t s  w i t h  c l u s t e r  
h o u s i n g ,  t e n n i s  c o u r t s ,  a n d  r i d i n g  
s t a b l e .  (C o u ld  a  S e v e n - E le v e n  be  f a r  
b e h in d ? )  A new ro a d  w ould  be c o n s t r u c t e d  
a n d  a  $ 1 8 6 ,0 0 0  p o w e r  l i n e  p u t  i n .  I f  
t h i s  d e v e l o p m e n t  g o e s  t h r o u g h ,  t h e  
p r i v a t e  la n d  im m e d ia te ly  s o u th  w ould a l s o  
b e  d e v e lo p e d , f o r  a  t o t a l  o f  160  a c r e s .  
T h is  t h r e a t  w ould be ev en  w o rse  t h a n  t h e  
p r o p o s e d  d e v e lo p m e n t  o f  t h e  L a  C u e v a  
a r e a .  U n le s s  som e way c a n  b e  fo u n d  t o  
f o r e s t a l l  t h e  p r o p o s a l ,  b u l l d o z e r s  w i l l  
r o l l  t h i s  summer.

La C ueva-R ounds E s t a t e  E xchange 
No news i s  good news? H a rd ly . T he  U .S . 
F o r e s t  S e r v i c e  h a s  n o t  y e t  a n n o u n c e d  a  
d e c i s i o n  o n  t h e  t r a d e  o f  t h e  La C u e v a  
R e c r e a t io n  A re a  o f  t h e  C i b o l a  N a t i o n a l  
F o r e s t  f o r  t h e  b o u l d e r - s t r e w n  l a n d s  o n  
th e  e a s t  l i m i t s  o f  A lb u q u e r q u e .  By t h e  
tim e  you re a d  t h i s ,  a n  a n n o u n c e m e n t may 
b e  m ade. P e o p le  i n  t h e  know , h o w e v e r ,  
w ould b e t  t h a t  t h e  d e c i s i o n  w i l l  b e  t o  
a p p ro v e  th e  t r a d e .

R ig h t-to -K n o w  L e g i s l a t i o n  
E f f o r t s  a r e  b e in g  m o u n te d  t o  lo b b y  t h e  
New M ex ico  l e g i s l a t u r e  t o  e n a c t  a  la w  
r e q u i r i n g  b u s in e s s e s  t o  g i v e  e m p lo y e e s ,  
em ergency  p e s o n n e l ,  and th e  p u b l i c  a c c e s s  
t o  in fo r m a t io n  a b o u t h a z a rd o u s  c h e m ic a l s  
w h ic h  c o u l d  i m p a c t  t h e  e n v i r o n m e n t .  
B u s in e s s e s  g e n e r a l l y  o p p o se  t h i s  r e q u i r e ­
m e n t. I f  y o u  f e e l  s t r o n g l y  a b o u t  t h i s  
i s s u e ,  w r i t e  a s  soon  a s  p o s s i b l e  t o  y o u r  
S t a t e  S e n a t o r  a n d  R e p r e s e n t a t i v e .  
F u r th e r  in fo r m a t io n  may be o b t a i n e d  f ro m  
t h e  R ig h t- to - K n o w  T a s k  F o r c e ,  P .O . Box 
4524 , A lbuquerque  87106.
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CONSERVATION NOTES (C o n tin u e d )

R io  G rande B osque W aterfo w l and C ra n es  
T h i s  w i n t e r  h a s  s e e n  u n u s u a l l y  l a r g e  
num bers o f  snow g e e s e  and s a n d h i l l  c ra n e s  
w i n t e r i n g  i n  t h e  M id d le  R io  G r a n d e  
V a l l e y .  . A n y o n e  w ho h a s  v i s i t e d  t h e  
B osque d e l  A pache NWR d u r in q  th e  l a s t  few 
w e e k s  c a n  v e r i f y  t h i s .  Food  s u p p l i e s  
b o th  on th e  r e fu g e  an d  o n  p r i v a t e  l a n d s  
a r e  ru n n in g  s h o r t  and may be  p ro m p tin g  an  
e x tre m e ly  e a r l y  n o rth w a rd  movement o f  th e  
b i r d s .  B i o l o g i s t s  o f  t h e  NM Game a n d  
F i s h  D e p a r tm e n t  an d  t h e  U .S . F i s h  a n d  
W i l d l i f e  S e r v i c e  a r e  s t u d y i n g  o p t i o n s  
w h ic h  may b e  n e c e s s a r y  n e x t  f a l l  a n d  
w i n t e r .  CNMAS w i l l  b e  w a t c h i n g  
d e v e lo p m e n ts  c l o s e l y .  One b i t  o f  g o o d  
news i s  t h a t  t h i s  y e a r  t h e r e  h a s  b e e n  no  
e v id e n c e  o f  fow l c h o l e r a  o r  b o t u l i s m  in  
t h e  d e n se  p o p u la t io n s  in  th e  V a l le y .

S e len iu m  S tu d ie s
H eavy  c o n c e n t r a t i o n s  o f  t h e  e l e m e n t  
s e l e n i u m  r e s u l t i n g  f r o m  i r r i g a t i o n  
p r a c t i c e s  h a v e  b e e n  sh o w n  t o  b e  v e r y  
h a rm fu l t o  w a te r fo w l p o p u l a t i o n s .  L a s t  
y e a r  t h e  K e s t e r s o n  N a t i o n a l  W i l d l i f e  
R e fu g e  i n  C a l i f o r n i a  h a d  t o  b e  c l o s e d  
b e c a u s e  o f  t h e  p r o b l e m .  S i n c e  t h e  
p o t e n t i a l  f o r  a d v e rs e  e f f e c t s  i s  w i t h  u s  
i n  th e  M idd le  R io  G rande V a l le y ,  th e  U .S . 
F is h  and W i l d l i f e  S e r v i c e  h a s  u n d e rw a y  
tw o c o n t r a c t  s t u d i e s  t o  g e t  some a n sw e rs . 
No p r e l im in a r y  d a t a  a r e  a v a i l a b l e .  How­
e v e r ,  t h e r e  i s  no  e v i d e n c e  a t  p r e s e n t  
t h a t  se le n iu m  l e v e l s  a r e  h ig h  e n o u g h  t o  
p o s e  a  t h r e a t .  T h e  tw o  s t u d i e s  a r e  
s c h e d u le d  to  be co m p le ted  to w a rd  t h e  en d  
o f  t h i s  y e a r .

H a ts  O ff  D ep artm en t
The P a rk s  and  R e c r e a t i o n  D e p a r tm e n t  o f  
t h e  C i ty  o f  A lbuquerque  i s  d o in g  a  s u p e rb  
jo b  on  two im p o r ta n t  f r o n t s .  F i r s t ,  t h e  
E le n a  G a l l e g o s  O pen  S p a c e  P a r k  e a s t  o f  
Tramway B lv d . and s o u th  o f  S a n d ia  H e ig h ts  
i s  one  o f  t h e  b e s t  p la n n e d  an d  m an ag ed  
a r e a s  we have s e e n .  L i t e r a l l y  th o u s a n d s  
o f  p e o p le  a r e  e x p e r i e n c i n g  a  q u a s i ­
w i l d e r n e s s  s e t t i n g  r i g h t  n e x t  t o  t h e  
c i t y .  S econd , th e  h e r o ic  e f f o r t s  o f  t h e  
D e p a rtm e n t i n  c l e a n i n g  u p  a n d  m a n a g in g  
t h e  R io  G rande bosque  a r e  p a y in g  o f f  f o r  
t h e  many p e o p le  who v i s i t  th e  r i v e r  a r e a  
f o r  b i r d in g  o r  j u s t  t o  s t r o l l .
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FIELD TRIP REPORT

Tw enty o r  s o  f o l k s  s p e n t  a  v e r y  p l e a s a n t  
d a y  o b s e r v in g  t h e  w i l d l i f e  o f  B o sq u e  d e l  
A p a c h e  N a t i o n a l  W i l d l i f e  R e f u g e  o n  
S a tu rd a y ,  Decem ber 7 ,  1985 . We a l l  becam e 
a  p a r t  o f  New M e x i c o 's  o r n i t h o l o g i c a l  
h i s t o r y  w hen o n e  o f  t h e  f i r s t  b i r d s  we 
o b s e rv e d  was a  C o u c h 's  k i n g b i r d  (T y ra n n u s  
c o u c h i i ) . A p p a re n tly  t h i s  i s  th e  f i r s t  tim e  
t h i s  b i r d  h a s  b e e n  s e e n  i n  o u r  s t a t e .  
D uring  th e  day  we o b s e r v e d  tw o  e n d a n g e r e d  
s p e c i e s — b a ld  e a g le  and w hooping c r a n e — and 
a  t o t a l  o f  82 d i f f e r e n t  s p e c i e s  an d  r a c e s  
f o r  t h e  d a y .  We h a d  a  v e r y  a m e n a b le  
p r a i r i e  f a lc o n  t h a t  p e r c h e d  i n  a  t r e e  n o t  
f a r  from  u s  f o r  s e v e r a l  m in u te s  an d  th e n  
d e c id e d  t o  g l i d e  in  c i r c l e s  d i r e c t l y  o v e r  
u s  s e v e r a l  t im e s  b e f o r e  d e te rm in in g  we w ere 
to o  l a r g e  t o  e a t  and f l y i n g  o f f .  S p e a k in g  
o f  e a t i n g ,  t h o s e  f o l k s  t h a t  l a s t e d  t h e  
e n t i r e  d a y , e i g h t  o f  u s ,  e n jo y e d  t h e  u s u a l  
e x c e l l e n t  c h i l i - c h e e s e b u r g e r s  a t  t h e  Owl 
C afe  i n  San  A n to n io  b e f o r e  h e a d in g  home.

THE WASHBURN AWARD

N o m in a tio n s  a r e  due f o r  th e  W ashburn aw ard . 
T h i s  aw ard  i s  g i v e n  t o  a n  e m p lo y e e  o r  
o f f i c i a l  o f  any  g o v e rn m e n t a g e n c y  o r  b o d y  
who h a s  d e m o n s tra te d  s p e c i a l  d e d i c a t i o n  t o  
e n v iro n m e n ta l  p ro g ra m s . I f  you know anyone 
you w ould l i k e  t o  n o m in a te  f o r  t h i s  aw ard , 
p l e a s e  c a l l  M arge C a r r ic k  a t  2 66 -0191 .

"COOKIE BRINGERS" THANKED, MORE NEEDED

A t h a n k  y o u  t o  P h y l l i s  S c h m i d t ,  E d i e  
J o h n s o n , and o t h e r  Audubon members who have 
d o n a te d  baked  goods f o r  r e f r e s h m e n ts  a t  o u r  
m e e t i n g s .  Any A udubon m em ber who w o u ld  
l i k e  t o  d o n a te  baked  goods f o r  th e  upcoming 
m e e t in g s ,  p le a s e  c a l l  Mark o r  M a rg ie  A m ato 
a t  298-3227 any  tim e  a f t e r  5 p .m .

WANTED: BIRD SLIDES

Our e n v iro n m e n ta l  e d u c a t io n  p ro g ra m  i n  t h e  
l o c a l  s c h o o l s  i s  g r o w i n g  b y  l e a p s  a n d  
b o u n d s . I f  you have  s l i d e s  o f  l o c a l  b i r d s  
t h a t  c o u ld  b e  u s e d  i n  t h e s e  p r o g r a m s ,  
p l e a s e  g iv e  Mark o r  M arg ie  Amato a  c a l l  a t  
29 8 -3 2 2 7 .
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ROSS' RAVIN'S

Hi F o lk s !  The C h r is tm a s  B ird  C o u n ts , f o r  
u s ,  w e r e  b r o u g h t  t o  a  s u c c e s s f u l  
c o n c lu s io n  w i th  t h e  A lb u q u e r q u e  CBC o n  
J a n u a ry  4 . A lth o u g h  I  d id  p a r t i c i p a t e  in  
t h r e e  c o u n t s ,  I  h a d  u n f o r t u n a t e l y  m ade 
com m itm ents f o r  o t h e r  a c t i v i t i e s  o n  t h a t  
d a y , so  h a d  t o  f o r e g o  p a r t i c i p a t i n g  i n  
t h a t  c o u n t .  T h e re  w i l l  u n d o u b te d ly  b e  a  
sum m ary  o f  t h e  r e s u l t s  o f  t h e  t h r e e  
c o u n ts  c o n d u c te d  by  CNMAS e l s e w h e r e  i n  
t h i s  i s s u e  o f  t h e  BURROWING OWL, s o  I  
w i l l  n o t  comment f u r t h e r  on them . I t  was 
my p r i v i l e g e  t o  p a r t i c i p a t e  a g a i n  i n  t h e  
new ly  in a u g u ra te d  c o u n t on  th e  S e v i l l e t a  
N a t i o n a l  W i l d l i f e  R e f u g e .  F o r  a  new  
c o u n t ,  n e c e s s a r i l y  l i m i t e d  t o  o n l y  f o u r  
p a r t i c i p a n t s ,  i t  t u r n e d  o u t  q u i t e  w e l l .  
A t o t a l  o f  48 s p e c i e s  w a s  r e p o r t e d .  
P ro b a b ly  m o st i n t e r e s t i n g  o f  th e s e  w ere  a  
PHAINOPEPLA, two a d u l t  NORTHERN SHRIKES, 
and  a  PHYRRHULOXIA.

T he  r e s p o n s e  t o  t h e  q u e s t i o n n a i r e  i n  
r e g a r d  t o  a  p ro p o se d  c l a s s  i n  B ird in g  f o r  
B e g i n n e r s  w as much g r e a t e r  t h a n  I ,  a t  
l e a s t ,  had a n t i c i p a t e d .  O v e r 30 p e o p l e  
i n d i c a t e d  an  i n t e r e s t  in  p a r t i c i p a t i n g  in  
t h e  c l a s s .  A rran g em en ts  have  b e e n  m ad e , 
and th e  c l a s s  w i l l  b e  h e ld  o n  W ed n esd ay  
e v e n in g s  from  7 t o  9 p .m . in  a  c l a s s r o o m  
i n  th e  basem en t a t  S t .  T im o th y 's .  T h e re  
w i l l  be 10 s e s s i o n s ,  w i t h  o n e  n i g h t  o f f  
on  M arch 2 6 , th e  week o f  s p r in g  b re a k  f o r  
t h e  p u b l i c  s c h o o l s .  T h e r e  w i l l  b e  a t  
l e a s t  5 f i e l d  t r i p s ,  and p o s s i b l y  6 ,  f o r  
p a r t i c i p a n t s  i n  t h e  c l a s s  o n l y .  T h e  
f i r s t  c l a s s  w i l l - m eet on F e b r u a r y  19 and  
w i l l  be a  "G et A c q u a in te d "  s e s s i o n ,  w i th  
a  r e v ie w  o f  b a s i c s  an d  a n  o v e r v ie w  o f  
w hat to  e x p e c t in  th e  f o l l o w i n g s e s s i o n s .

Many o f  you a r e  a l s o  m em bers o f  t h e  New 
M exico O r n i th o l o g ic a l  S o c ie ty .  T h is  y e a r  
i s  t h e  y e a r  f o r  t h e  a n n u a l  m e e t in g  o f  
NMOS t o  be  h e ld  i n  A l b u q u e r q u e .  T h e  
m e e tin g  d a t e  i s  M arch  1 a n d  2 ,  an d  t h e  
g e n e r a l  s e s s i o n  w i l l  b e  i n  Room 139 o f  
t h e  B io lo g y  B u ild in g  ( H o s t e t t e r  H a l l )  o n  
t h e  UNM c a m p u s . T he s e c o n d  d a y  o f  t h e  
m e e tin g  w i l l  be d e v o te d  t o  f i e l d  t r i p s .  
A l l  d e t a i l s  o f  th e  aqenda and a c t i v i t i e s  
h av e  n o t y e t  b e e n  w o rk ed  o u t ,  b u t  fro m
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t h e  d i s c u s s io n  a t  t h e  p l a n n i n g  s e s s i o n ,  
t h e  n e e t in g  s h o u ld  be a  good o n e . I f  you 
a r e  n o t  a  member and w ould  be i n t e r e s t e d  
i n  d e t a i l s  o n  j o i n i n g ,  m e m b e rs h ip  d u e s ,  
and b e n e f i t s ,  p l e a s e  c a l l  me (2 6 5 -8 9 6 2 ) .

The J u ly  1985 i s s u e  o f  Auk c o n t a i n e d  t h e  
T h i r t y - f i f t h  S u p p le m e n t  t o  t h e  A .O .U . 
C h e c k l i s t  o f  N o r th  A m e r ic a n  B i r d s ,  t h e  
f i r s t  S u p p l e m e n t  t o  t h e  6 t h  E d i t i o n  
i s s u e d  i n  J u l y  1 9 8 3 . T h i s  S u p p le m e n t  
d e a l s  w i th  a  n u m b e r o f  i t e m s ,  b u t  o n l y  
t h r e e  o f  them  a r e  o f  p a r t i c u l a r  c o n c e r n  
t o  New M exico b i r d e r s .  The b a t t l e  o f  th e  
" lu m p e rs"  and " s p l i t t e r s "  c o n t i n u e s ,  a n d  
i n  t h i s  p a r t i c u l a r  s k irm is h  th e  s p l i t t e r s  
w e re  v i c t o r i o u s .  I n  t h e  c a s e  o f  t h e  
ARCTIC LOON, t h e  P a c i f i c a  g r o u p  i s  now 
c o n s id e re d  t o  be  a  s e p a r a t e  s p e c i e s  a n d  
g iv e n  t h e  common name PACIFIC LOON. T h is  
i s  th e  s p e c ie s  w e  a r e  th e  m ost l i k e l y  t o  
s e e  h e r e ,  a n d  t h a t  o n l y  r a r e l y .  T he  
o t h e r  two re c o g n iz e d  g r o u p s ,  w h ic h  o c c u r  
p r i m a r i l y  in  t h e  A r c t i c  o r  S i b e r i a ,  w i l l  
re m a in  i n  t h e  s p e c i e s  d e s i g n a t e d  ARCTIC 
LOON. As h a s  b e e n  e x p e c t e d ,  t h e  tw o  
c o l o r  p h a s e s  o f  WESTERN GREBES h a v e  b e e n  
s e p a r a te d  a s  d i s t i n c t  s p e c i e s .  T he d a r k  
p h a s e  c o n t in u e s  a s  WESTERN GREBE, and th e  
l i g h t  p h a s e  w i l l  be  k n o w n  a s  CLA RK 'S 
GREBE. T h a t  w i l l  a d d  a  new s p e c i e s  t o  
y o u r l i f e  l i s t s ,  i f  you  h a v e  k e p t  t r a c k  
o f  s i g h t i n g s  o f  t h e  l i g h t  p h a s e .  W hat 
h a s  b e e n  know n a s  t h e  YELLOW -BELLIED 
SAPSUCKER i s  now c o n s i d e r e d  t o  be  tw o  
d i s t i n c t  s p e c i e s .  The m ore n o r t h e r n  and  
e a s t e r n  s p e c i e s  w i l l  c o n t i n u e  t o  b e  
d e s i g n a t e d  YELLOW-BELLIED SAPSUCKER, 
w h ile  th e  Rocky M ountain  s p e c i e s  b eco m es 
t h e  RED-NAPED SAPSUCKER. O th e r  s p e c i e s  
c o n t in u e  to  be s t u d i e d ,  a n d  v e r y  l i k e l y  
a t  so m e  f u t u r e  d a t e  t h e r e  w i l l  b e  
a d d i t i o n a l  c h a n g e s .

T h is  h a s  been  an u n u s u a l l y  warm w i n t e r ,  
I  b e l i e v e  th e  TV w e a t h e r c a s t e r  s a i d  t h e  
seco n d  o r  t h i r d  w a rm e s t i n  t h e  50 y e a r s  
f o r  w h ich  we h a v e  w e a th e r  r e c o r d s . T h i s  
a p p a r e n t ly  h a s  a f f e c t e d  b i r d  l i f e  t o  some 
e x t e n t .  As m en tio n ed  i n  my l a s t  c o lu m n , 
th e  f i r s t  WHOOPING CRANE d i d  n o t  a r r i v e  
a t  B osque d e l  A p ach e  u n t i l  O c to b e r  2 9 . 
The o t h e r s  s t ru n g  o u t  o v e r  s e v e r a l  w eek s.

The m o st I  h a v e  h e a r d  o f  b e in g  a t  t h e
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r e f u g e  a t  any  o n e  tim e  was 1 4 . A r e c e n t  
a r t i c l e  in  th e  A lb u q u e rq u e  J o u r n a l  q u o te s  
Rod D rew ien  a s  s a y in g  t h e r e  a r e  a  t o t a l  
o f  29 WHOOPERS s c a t t e r e d  o u t  a lo n g  t h e  
m id d le  and lo w e r R io  G ra n d e  V a l l e y ,  and  
o n e  i s  c l e a r  down i n t o  M ex ico . T he p a s t  
f e w  w e e k s  t h e r e  h a v e  b e e n  n u m e r o u s  
r e p o r t s  o f  l a r g e  f l o c k s  o f  SANDHILL 
CRANES, SNOW GEESE, a n d  CANADA GEESE 
f l y i n g  o v e r  and h e a d e d  n o r t h .  T h i s  may 
b e  an  i n d i c a t i o n  o f  a n  e a r l y  m i g r a t i o n  
m ovem ent, o r  i t  c o u ld  be j u s t  t h e  r e s u l t  
o f  th e  l a r g e  num bers o f  g e e s e  a n d  c r a n e s  
d e p l e t i n g  fo o d  s u p p l i e s  f u r t h e r  s o u t h  
a l o n g  t h e  r i v e r  v a l l e y ,  a n d  d a i l y  
f o r a g in g  f a r t h e r  and f a r t h e r  f ro m  t h e i r  
h a b i t u a l  f e e d i n g  a r e a  i n  s e a r c h  o f  
s u i t a b l e  f o o d .  I  t e n d  t o  f a v o r  t h e  
h y p o th e s i s  t h a t  th e  d a te  o f  m i g r a t i o n  i s  
l a r g e l y  r e l a t e d  t o  p h o to  p e r i o d  ( i . e . ,  
num ber o f  h o u rs  o f  d a y l i g h t  i n  a  2 4 - h o u r  
p e r i o d ) .  T he a b o v e  n e w s p a p e r  a r t i c l e  
m e n tio n e d  t h a t  D r .  D re w ie n  e s t i m a t e s  a  
p o p u la t i o n  o f  6 0 ,0 0 0  SNOW GEESE i n  t h e  
R io  G rande V a l le y .

P ro b a b ly  t h e  m o s t e x c i t i n g  an d  u n u s u a l  
s i g h t i n g  r e p o r te d  was a  TROPICAL/COUCH' S 
KINGBIRD f i r s t  n o te d  a t  B osque d e l  A pache 
by  a  team  o f  Jo h n  D u r r i e ,  G eo rg e  D ry d e n , 
a n d  P a u l  F i t z s im m o n s .  T h i s  b i r d  w a s  
s e e n ,  s t u d i e d ,  p h o t o g r a p h e d ,  a n d  t a p e -  
r e c o r d e d  b y  m an y  p e o p l e  i n  t h e  n e x t  
s e v e r a l  d a y s .  T h e  tw o  s p e c i e s  a r e  
d i f f i c u l t  t o  s e p a r a t e .  T h e  TROPICAL 
KINGBIRD h a s  b e e n  r e p o r t e d  f a i r l y  
r e g u l a r l y  f r o m  A r i z o n a  a n d  W e s t e r n  
M exico . COUCH'S KINGBIRD, o n  t h e  o t h e r  
h a n d ,  o c c u r s  i n  s o u t h  T e x a s  a lo n g  t h e  
lo w e r  R io  G ra n d e  a n d  i n  e a s t e r n  M e x ic o  
a lo n g  th e  G u lf C o a s t .  T h i s  b i r d  show ed  
up  s h o r t l y  a f t e r  H u r r ic a n e  K a te  h i t  t h a t  
a r e a ,  and a c c o rd in g  to  Jo h n  D u r r ie  lo o k e d  
q u i t e  b e d r a g g l e d ,  e s p e c i a l l y  t h e  t a i l ,  
when th e y  f i r s t  saw  i t .  W h ile  t h e  tw o 
s p e c i e s  a r e  q u i t e  d i f f i c u l t  t o  s e p a r a t e ,  
o n e  means o f  d i f f e r e n t i a t i o n  i s  b y  t h e i r  
s o n g . T h e re  was e v en  d is a g r e e m e n t  among 
t h e  v a r i o u s  o b s e r v e r s  a s  t o  w h ic h  s o n g  
t h e  b i r d  s a n g , a l th o u g h  s e v e r a l  h e a rd  i t .  
I  b e l i e v e  J o h n  S h ip m an  o f  S o c o r r o  w a s  
f i n a l l y  s u c c e s s f u l  in  t a p in g  a  song  w hich  
p r o v e d  t h i s  i n d i v i d u a l  t o  i n d e e d  b e  
COUCH'S KINGBIRD. T h i s  b i r d  r e m a in e d

u n t i l  a t  l e a s t  Decem ber 2nd . I t  w as n o t  
f o u n d  o n  t h e  C h r i s t m a s  B i r d  C o u n t .  
I n c i d e n t a l l y ,  t h i s  i s  p r o b a b l y  o n ly  t h e  
seco n d  c o n firm ed  s ig h t in g  o f  t h i s  s p e c ie s  
i n  New M e x ic o . On t h e  sam e  d a y ,  t h e  
D u r r ie  p a r t y  a l s o  saw  f o u r  BALD EAGLES 
and a  MERLIN. T h e re  was a l s o  an  im m ature 
NORTHERN SHRIKE n o t  f a r  from  t h e  l o c a t i o n  
w here  th e  k in g b i r d  w as, and J o h n  H u b b a rd  
and Jo h n  Shipm an saw and r e p o r te d  a  BLACK­
SHOULDERED KITE. (T h e y  d i d  n o t  s e e  t h e  
k in d b i r d  a t  t h a t  t im e .)

O th e r  r e p o r t e d  s i g h t i n g s  i n c l u d e  o n  
N ovem ber 2 5 ,  P a u l  S t e e l  a n d  I  s a w  a  
f e m a le  RED-BREASTERD MERGANSER a n d  a  
PRAIRIE FALCON i n  a d d i t i o n  t o  m ost o f  th e  
b i r d s  l i s t e d  a b o v e , w i th  th e  e x c e p t io n  o f  
t h e  BLACK-SHOULDERED K IT E . We l o o k e d  
d i l i g e n t l y ,  b u t  n e v e r  fo u n d  t h a t  b i r d .  
We d id  s e e  5 WHOOPING CRANES a t  B o sq u e  
d e l  A p a c h e  a n d  6 a t  B e r n a r d o .  On t h e  
2 9 t h ,  i n  a  p a r t y ,  we sa w  a n  im m a tu r e  
OSPREY ( l a t e  f o r  t h a t  s p e c i e s ) ,  3 
im m a tu re  BALD EAGLES, 1 a d u l t  a n d  2 
im m a t u r e  GOLDEN EAGLES, a n d  o n e  o r  
p o s s i b l y  tw o  NORTHERN S H R IK E S , a n d  4 
WHOOPING CRANES e a c h  a t  B osque d e l  A pache 
and B e rn a rd o . On t h e  sam e d a y  a n  o d d ly  
s p o t t e d ,  p a r t i a l  a l b i n o  HOUSE FINCH 
showed up  a t  my f e e d e r  a t  home.

On November 27 D u s t in  H u n tin g to n  r e p o r te d  
s e e i n g  a  THAYER'S GULL a t  B o s q u e  d e l  
A p a c h e . On N ovem ber 2 5  L a r r y  G o r b i t  
c a l l e d  t o  r e p o r t  a  l a r g e  NORTHERN 
MOCKINGBIRD i n  t h e  R i d g e c r e s t  a r e a  t h e  
p r e v io u s  w eek. T h e re  seem s t o  h a v e  b e e n  
q u i t e  a  movement o f  STELLER'S JAYS i n t o  
th e  v a l l e y .  T h e re  have  b een  tw o o r  m ore  
p a i r  a t  t h e  R io  G ra n d e  N a t u r e  C e n t e r  
s in c e  l a t e  i n  N ovem ber; J o a n n e  P h i l l i p s  
h a s  had s e v e r a l  a t  Shady L akes s i n c e  t h e  
2nd o f  D ecem b er o r  e a r l i e r .  T h ey  w e re  
s e e n  t h e r e  d u r i n g  t h e  CBC. T h e r e  w e re  
s t i l l  so m e  a t  t h e  N a t u r e  C e n t e r  o n  
J a n u a ry  1 6 , b u t  J o a n n e  s a i d  s h e  h a d n ' t  
s e e n  a n y  s i n c e  s h e  g o t  b a c k  f r o m  h e r  
C a r ib b e a n  c r u i s e  on  J a n u a ry  18 .

On t h e  4 t h  o f  J a n u a r y  a t  B o s q u e  d e l  
A pache , o n  a  t o u r  w i th  a  g r o u p ,  we saw  
m o st o f  th e  u s u a l  s p e c i e s  f o r  t h i s  t im e  
o f  th e  y e a r  e x c e p t  f o r  CORMORANTS. T h e re



*1985 CHRISTMAS COUNT TOTALS

HellO, CBC fans! Hope you had a 
great time over Christmas counting and 
will enjoy reviewing the counts side by 
side, here and now. Those who didn't go, 
don't you wish you had (or could have)? 
Congratulations to all who worked so hard 
for good publicity and a good turnout, 
Thanks to all who participated, and, 
well, shucks, THANKS birds, for being 
there!

Bosque Albu-
del Sandia quer-
Apache Mtn. que

Pied-billed Grebe 49 i
Eared Grebe 3
Great Blue Heron 38 ii
Great Egret 2
Bl.-crowned Nt. Heron 18
Snow Goose 43500

(Blue Goose) 500
Ross' Goose 3000
Canada Goose 340 100
Green-winged Teal 12 1
Mallard 16418 916
Northern Pintail 513
Cinnamon Teal 1
Northern Shoveler 152
Gadwall 309 73
American Wigeon 3
Canvasback 2
Redhead 1 11
Ring-necked Duck 33 73
Lesser Scaup 1
Bufflehead 9
Hooded Merganser • 1
Common Merganser 10 36
Ruddy Duck 148
Bald Eagle 6
Northern Harrier 44 3
Sharp-shinned Hawk 1 3
Cooper's Hawk 5 1 7
Northern Goshawk 1

(accipiter spp.) 2
Red-tailed Hawk 53 10 30
Ferruginous Hawk 1
Rough-legged Hawk 2 2

(Buteo spp.) 1
Golden Eagle 4 3 1
American Kestrel 15 5 34
Merlin 1
Prairie Falcon 1 2 1

Ring-necked Pheasant 5 5
Wild Turkey 33
Scaled Quail 15 47
Gambel's Quail 43 65
Virginia Rail 1
American Coot 731 8
Sandhill Crane 11000
Whooping Crane 11
Killdeer 12
Common Snipe 4
Ring-billed Gull 16
Rock Dove 79 422
Mourning Dove 450 1 51
Greater Roadrunner 3 4
Great Horned Owl 4
Belted Kingfisher 2 8
Lewis' Woodpecker 3
Yllw-bellied Sapsucker 2
Williamson's Sapsucker 1 1
Lddr-backed Woodpecker 3 9 7
Downy Woodpecker 1 2 24

Bosque Albu-
del Sandia quer-
Apache Mtn. que

Hairy Woodpecker 2 2
Northern Flicker 78 38 164
Black Phoebe 2
Say's Phoebe 2
Horned Lark 295 16 723
Steller's Jay 34 103
Scrub Jay 3 82 50
Pinyon Jay 103
American Crow 1077 60 3739
Common Raven 4 25 9
Black-capped Chickadee 10
Mountain Chickadee 15 106 49
Plain Titmouse 24 12
Verdin 5
Bushtit 2 86 40
Red-breasted Nuthatch 16
White-breasted Nutha 1 27 30
Brown Creeper 4 5
Rock Wren 9
Canyon Wren 1 11
Bewick's Wren 20 2 13
Marsh Wren 21 1
Golden-crowned Kinglet 4 6
Ruby-crowned Kinglet 19 4
Western Bluebird 221 63
Mountain Bluebird 63 47
Townsend's Solitaire 44 19
Hermit Thrush 2
American Robin 29 342 201
Northern Mockingbird 1

Sage Thrasher 3
Crissal Thrasher 4
Cedar Waxwing 56 8
Northern Shrike 1
Loggerhead Shrike 6 2 3
European Starling 205 191 4852
Yellow-rumped Warbler 2 15
Pyrrhuloxia 2
Rufous-sided Towhee 17 7 60
Brown Towhee 8 11
American Tree Sparrow 4
Chipping Sparrow 1
Sage Sparrow 1
Savannah Sparrow 15
Song Sparrow 96 146
Lincoln's Sparrow 1
Swamp Sparrow 3
White-crowned Sparro 643 12 391
Dark-eyed Junco 100 107 1290

(Slate-colored) 55
(Oregon) 192 205
(Gray-headed) 115

Rd-winged Blackbird 15020 1097
Western Meadowlark 128 86
meadowlark spp. 6

Yllw-headed Blackbird 118
Brewer's Blackbird 1021
Great-tailed Grackle 12 80
(blackbird spp.) 2500 200

Rosy Finch 20
Cassin's Finch 6 1
House Finch 57 36 178
Pine Siskin 22 85 1
Lesser Goldfinch 2
American Goldfinch 79 174
Evening Grosbeak 38
House Sparrow 2 28 256

(sparrow spp.) 1

TOTAL INDIVIDUALS 99,312 2,405 16,150
TOTAL SPECIES 80 48 82
ADDITIONAL FORMS 1 3 0
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tfere none o f  e i t h e r  s p e c i e s .  H ow ever, we
^ l i d  s e e  a  m a le  a n d  tw o  f e m a l e  HOODED 
MERGANSERS. On J a n u a r y  8 R u th  L u h r s  
c a l l e d  from  S a n d ia  K n o lls  and t o l d  me sh e  
h a d  s e e n  a  m a le  HOODED MERGANSER a t
B osque d e l  A p a ch e  o n  D e ce m b e r 3 0 . B u t 
t h e  m ost i n t e r e s t i n g  news was t h e  r e p o r t  
t h a t  Chuck and D e lo r e s  C a r l s o n  o n  N o r th  
14 ( a t  S a n d ia  Haven) had a  BROWN THRASHER 
com ing in  f o r  w a te r  e v e r y  m o r n in g .  T he 
b i r d  had b een  t h e r e  s in c e  J a n u a r y  5 ,  and  
w as s t i l l  t h e r e  o n  J a n u a r y  1 3 .  T h e  
C a r ls o n s  a r e  v e ry  g r a c i o u s ,  a n d  s e v e r a l  
o f  o u r  p e o p le  w sre  a b l e  t o  s e e  t h e  b i r d  
a n d  e n jo y  c o f f e e  a n d  a  m o s t  p l e a s a n t  
v i s i t  w i th  th e m . W h ile  I  w as t a l k i n g

w ith  R u th , sh e  a l s o  t o l d  me o f  two COMMON 
LOONS w hich  had s u f f e r e d  tra u m a  an d  b e e n  
b r o u g h t  t o  A lb u q u e r q u e  A n im a l R e s c u e .  
One had f a l l e n  on  o r  n e a r  B ro a d w ay  h e r e  
i n  A lb u q u e rq u e . I t  had a  f is h h o o k  c a u g h t 
i n  i t s  t h r o a t  w ith  t h e  s n e l l  p r o t r u d i n g  
from  i t s  b e a k . Wendy A sc h e lm a n  to o k  i t  
t o  a  v e t e r i n a r i a n  w ho  p e r f o r m e d  a  
t r a c h e o t o m y  a n d  r e m o v e d  t h e  h o o k .  
H o w e v e r , t h e  h o o k  h a d  a p p a r e n t l y  b e e n  

^ th e r e  lo n g  e n o u g h  t o  c a u s e  a  s e v e r e  
i n f e c t i o n  a n d  i n t e r f e r e  w i th  f e e d i n g .  
The c o m b in a tio n  o f  c i r c u m s ta n c e s  w as t o o  
m uch, and th e  b i r d  d i d  n o t  s u r v i v e .  An 
a u to p s y  r e v e a le d  t h a t  th e  i n d i v i d u a l  w as 
a  f e m a le , i t  h ad  no  f a t , a l t h o u g h  w e l l  
m u s c l e d ,  an d  w e ig h e d  o n l y  a b o u t  f o u r  
p o u n d s .  W h i le  I  w as  i n  t h e  a r e a  I  
s t o p p e d  t o  v i s i t  w i t h  W endy a n d  s h e  
showed me t h e  b i r d .  T he s e c o n d  COMMON 
LOON had  a  b r o k e n  w in g ;  i t  w as t r e a t e d  
h e r e  in  tow n, b u t  u n f o r t u n a t e l y  d i d  n o t  
s u r v iv e .

The C a r ls o n s  have a  l o v e ly  y a rd  a n d  b i r d  
b a t h ,  w ith  f e e d e r ,  s h ru b b e ry ,  and s p e c i a l  
r u s t i c  p e r c h i n g  p l a c e s .  T h ey  a t t r a c t  
many s p e c i e s  o f  b i r d s .  W h ile  t h e r e  we 
saw  n o t o n l y  t h e  BROWN THRASHER, b u t  a  
HAIRY WOODPECKER, NORTHERN F L IC K E R , 
WESTERN and MOUNTAIN BLUEBIRDS, AMERICAN 
ROBIN, DARK-EYED JUNCOS, HOUSE FIN C H , 
PINE SISKIN, LESSER GOLDFINCH, BROWN a n d  
RUFOUS-SIDED TOWHEE, and SCRUB JAY.

As u s u a l ,  t h e r e  i s  much m ore t o  w r i t e  th a n  
t h e r e  i s  tim e  o r  s p a c e  t o  c o v e r ,  an d  a l l  
good (? )  t h i n g s  m ust e n d .  J u s t  o n e  m o re  
q u i c k  n o t e .  B e f o r e  we r e a l i z e  i t ,  t h e  
WHOOPING CRANES w i l l  b e  h e a d in g  b a c k  t o  
t h e i r  summer home i n  Id a h o . I f  you happen  
t o  s e e  a n y  h e a d e d  i n  t h a t  d i r e c t i o n ,  
p l e a s e  g iv e  me a  c a l l  (2 6 5 -9 8 6 2 ) . In  t h e  
m e an tim e , au  r e v i o r ,  g o o d  l u c k  an d  g o o d  
b i r d i n g .

— R oss L . T eu b e r

J. If



B U R R O W IN G  OW L 8

A P P L IC A T IO N  F O R  J O IN T  M E M B E R S H IP  

IN  T H E  N A T IO N A L  A U D U B O N  S O C IE T Y  

A N D  T H E

C E N T R A L  N E W  M E X IC O  A U D U B O N  S O C IE T Y

J o in t  m e m b e r s h ip  o f f e r s  y o u  f u l l  m e m b e r s h ip  in  b o t h  t h e  

N a t io n a l  A u d u b o n  S o c ie ty  a n d  t h e  C e n t r a l  N e w  M e x i c o  A u d u b o n  

h a p t e r  a t  t h e  s a m e  r a te  as m e m b e r s h ip  in  t h e  n a t io n a l  o r g a n i ­

z a t io n  o n ly .

W i t h  o n e  a n n u a l  d u e s  p a y m e n t ,  y o u  m a y  e n jo y  t h e  p r iv i le g e s  o f  

m e m b e r s h ip  in ,  a n d  t h e  s a t is fa c t io n  o f  s u p p o r t in g ,  t h e  lo c a l  a n d  

n a t io n a l  o r g a n iz a t io n s .  Y o u  w i l l  t h e n  r e c e iv e  b im o n t h l y  is s u e s  o f  

t h e  B u r r o w i n g  O w l  a n d  t h e  b im o n t h l y  A u d u b o n ,  t h e  m o s t  

b e a u t i f u l  n a t u r e  m a g a z in e  in  t h e  w o r ld .  A  p o r t i o n  o f  y o u r  d u e s  

p a y m e n t  w i l l  b e  a l lo c a te d  t o  t h e  C e n t r a l  N e w  M e x i c o  A u d u b o n  

S o c ie ty .

In d iv id u a l ......................................................................  $30.00/Year

F a m ily ...............................................................................  $38.00/Year

S en io r C itize n  .............................................................. $21.00/Year

Sr. C it., Fam ily .............................................................. $23.00/Year

Full T im e  S tuden t .......................................................  $18.00/Year

N a m e --------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------

( p le a s e  p r in t )

A d d r e s s __________________________________________________________________

C i t y ________________________________  S ta te _____________ Z i p ............... ..........

Is  t h is  a n e w  s u b s c r ip t io n ?  --------------------------------------------------------------------------

o r  r e n e w a l?  ------------------------------------------------------------------------------

M a k e  c h e c k  p a y a b le  t o  N a t io n a l  A u d u b o n  S o c ie ty  a n d  m a i l  t o :

C e n t r a l  N e w  M e x i c o  A u d u b o n  S o c ie ty  

P o s t O f f i c e  B o x  3 0 0 0 2

A lb u q u e r q u e ,  N e w  M e x i c o  8 7 1 9 0  -  0 0 0 2  Q - 5 1

A D D R E S S E S  

T h e  P r e s id e n t

T h e  W h i t e  H o u s e  

W a s h in g t o n ,  D C  2 0 5 0 0  

T h e  H o n o r a b le  P e te  V .  D o m e n ic i  

U n i t e d  S ta te  S e n a te  

W a s h in g t o n ,  D C  2 0 5 1 0  

T h e  H o n o r a b le  J e ff B in g a m a n  

U n i t e d  S ta te s  S e n a te  

W a s h in g t o n ,  D C  2 0 5 1 0  

T h e  H o n o r a b le  M a n u e l  L u ja n , Jr. 

H o u s e  o f  R e p r e s e n ta t iv e s  

W a s h in g t o n ,  D C  2 0 5 1 5  

T h e  H o n o r a b le  J o e  S k e e n  

H o u s e  o f  R e p r e s e n ta t iv e s  

W a s h in g t o n ,  D C  2 0 5 1 5  

T h e  H o n o r a b le  B ill R ic h a rd s o n  

H o u s e  o f  R e p r e s e n ta t iv e s  

W a s h in g t o n ,  D C  2 0 5 1 5
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