
CALENDAR

Welcome! C e n tra l  New M ex ico  A udubon 
S o c ie ty  m eets th e  th i r d  Thursday o f  each  
month a t  7:30 P.M ., S t. T im othy 's L u ther
an  C h u rch , Copper and J e f f e r s o n ,  N .E . 
Nonmembers a re  welcome a t  a l l  m e e tin g s , 
f i e l d  t r i p s ,  and s p e c ia l ev en ts .

THURSDAY, DECEMBER 15 -  R egular Meeting

Four UNM g rad u a te  s tu d en ts  in  o rn ith o lo g y  
w ere r e c e n t l y  g iv e n  f i n a n c i a l  h e lp  by 
CNMAS t o  a i d  w i th  e x p e n s e s  a t  t h e  
American O r n i th o lo g ic a l  Union n a t io n a l  
m e e tin g . The s tu d e n t s  ( J a n e t  K yam yr, 
L uke G e o rg e ,  S te v e  Z a c k ,  a n d  A rc h  
M cCallum) w i l l  g iv e  b r i e f  r e p o r t s  on 
t h e i r  re s e a rc h . Arch (o u r  C o n s e rv a tio n  
C hairm an) w i l l  g iv e  th e  m ain p ro g ra m . 
7:30 P.M. -  S t. T im othy 's L utheran Church.

SATURDAY, DECEMBER 17 -  C hristm as Count

The c o u n te r s  f o r  th e  Bosque C h r is tm a s  
Count w ill  meet a t  7 A.M. a t  Bosque d e l 
Apache NWF H ead q u a rte rs . C a l l  c o m p ile r  
Chuck Hundertmark a t  897-2818 o r 888-7009 
fo r  more in fo rm atio n . $2.00 fe e .

SUNDAY, DECEMBER 18 -  C hristm as Count

Sandia Mountain C h ris tm as  B ird  C o u n te rs  
w i l l  m eet a t  6 :3 0  A.M. , San A n to n i to  
School (a l i t t l e  n o rth  o f  th e  ju n c tio n  of 
NM 14 and NM 44 , C edar C r e s t ) .  C o u n t 
le a d e r  Kay Anderson (821-1606), c o m p ile r  
Ross Teuber (265-8962). $2.00 fe e .

A p o t  lu c k  su p p e r w i l l  be h e ld  a t  t h e  
home o f E l le n  Raim er and T e re n c e  S lo an  
a f t e r  t h e  c o u n t .  T hey l i v e  a t  837  
J e f f e r s o n  NE. P l e a s e  c a l l  th em  a t  
266-4408 o r 883-2800 to  fin d  ou t what you 
can c o n tr ib u te  to  th e  supper.

SATURDAY -  DECEMBER 31

Albuquerque CBC w ill  meet a t  7:30 A.M. 
a t  C o rra le s  Shopping C e n te r .  Jim  Karo 
(294-2777) le a d e r/c o m p ile r . $2.00 fe e .

THURSDAY, JANUARY 5 -  Board Meeting

P le a se  g ive  Vic a c a l l  (888-4661) i f  you 
could host th e  January  m eeting .

SUNDAY, JANUARY 15, 1983

R elieve  th e  p o st-C hris tm as count b lu es  by 
going on a f i e l d  t r i p  to  Baca and P in o  
Canyons w ith  H art Schw arz. T h is  e x c u r 
s io n , invo lv ing  s e v e ra l  m ile s  o f  c r o s s 
coun try  h ik in g ,  w i l l  p ro b a b ly  c o n tin u e  
w e ll in to  th e  a f te r n o o n ,  p ro v id e d  th e  
w e a th e r  c o o p e r a te s .  We sh o u ld  s e e  an  
in te r e s t in g  v a r ie ty  o f  b i r d s ,  in c lu d in g  
G o ld e n  E a g le ,  C anyon W ren , C r i s s a l  
T h r a s h e r ,  and R ufous-C row ned S p a rro w . 
Bring a lunch i f  you have th e  tendency to  
g e t  hungry . R endezvous tim e  i s  8 A.M. 
near th e  Page One N ew stand in  El Dorado 
Shopping  C e n te r ,  s o u t h e a s t  c o r n e r  o f  
Montgomery & Juan Tabo. For more d e ta i l s  
c o n ta c t H art a t  266-1810.
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THURSDAY, JANUARY 19 -  R egular Meeting

"Watching B ird s  w ith Roger Tory P eterson" 
i s  th e  t i t l e  o f  th e  e x c it in g  v id eo tap e  to  
be shown t h i s  ev en in g . E veryone i n t e r 
e s te d  in  b i rd s —from th e  backyard w atcher 
to  th e  p ro—w ill  f in d  t h i s  o f  i n t e r e s t .  
B rin g  f i e l d  g u id e s  i f  yo u  h a v e  th e m . 
7:30 P.M. -  S t. T im othy 's L utheran Church.

SATURDAY -  SUNDAY, JANUARY 2 1 - 2 2  
New M ex ico  A udubon C o u n c i l  M e e t in g  

and F ie ld  T r i p ____________________

BURROWING OWL

NMAC w i l l  m e e t S a t u r d a y ,  J a n .  21 i n  
Socorro  a t  1 P.M. a t  th e  Socorro  E le c t r ic  
Co-op. D in n er a t  6 :3 0  a t  th e  Vagabond 
R es ta u ra n t. The f ie ld  t r i p  w i l l  convene 
a t  th e  Bosque d e l Apache NWR h ead q u a rte rs  
a t  7 A.M. C all Darwin M ille r  a t  265-6361 
o r  E v e ly n  p r i c e  a t  2 4 2 -6 6 0 4  f o r  m ore 
in fo rm a tio n . Everyone i s  welcome to  th e  
a t te n d  th e  m eeting and /o r th e  f i e ld  t r i p .

SATURDAY, FEBRUARY 5 -  F ie ld  T r ip

T h is  f i e l d  t r i p  w i l l  w a n d e r  t h e  b a c k  
roads and d i t c h  ro a d s  o f  th e  V a lle y  a s  
f a r  a s  B e r n a r d o .  We w i l l  v i s i t  t h e  
B ernardo , Casa C olorado, and B e len  S t a t e  
R efuges. The c ran es  should be s ta g in g  a t  
th e  B elen Refuge. We w il l  a ls o  v i s i t  th e  
I s l e t a  m arsh  and a  d i t c h  ro a d  o r  tw o . 
Meet fo r  b r e a k f a s t / l u n c h / c o f f e e  a t  th e  
V a lley  C afe, 7715 B roadw ay, S .E . ,  a t  11 
A.M. C a l l  l e a d e r s  E v e ly n  a n d  G e o rg e  
P r ic e  a t  242-6604 fo r  more in fo rm a tio n .

PRESIDENT'S COMMENTS

A few w eeks ago I  had th e  p le a s u r e  t o  
have lunch  w ith  Dr. A rm entrout. We d i s 
cussed  many item s, bu t th e  R an d a ll Davey 
p ro p e rty  was paramount. At th a t  tim e th e  
p ro p e r ty  t r a n s f e r  lo o k e d  g o o d , and from  
what I  h ave  been  t o l d ,  th e  t r a n s f e r  i s  
now s e t  fo r  December o f  1983. T h is prop
e r t y  i s  and w i l l  be a  g r e a t  a s s e t  t o  
Audubon and i t s  f r i e n d s .  I t  i s  my hope 
to  o b ta in  a com pu ter sy stem  f o r  u se  a t  
th e  R andall Davey. With th e  c o m p u te r, I 
can v is u a l iz e  b e t t e r  membership r e c o r d s ,  
an u p - to -d a te  c o l le c t io n  o f  r a r e  s p e c ie s  
s ig h t in g s ,  a  c e n tra l  in fo rm ation  a re a  fo r

a l l  New M exico Audubon S o c i e t i e s ,  and  
most o f  a l l ,  an in fo rm a tio n  s o u rc e  f o r  
a l l  co n se rv a tio n  groups in  th e  s t a t e .  I  
am su re  I  have mentioned ju s t  a  few u se s  
o f  th e  computer. I f  you have o th e r  id eas 
fo r  a co m p u te r, p l e a s e  g iv e  me a  c a l l .  
We need your su g g es tio n s .

S evera l weeks ago I  was ta lk in g  w ith  th e  
peop le  a t  OPTIMAL and they  s t a t e d  i f  any 
pu rchases were made from them, th ey  would 
donate  a percen tage  to  CNMAS. Now, I  am 
su re  you w ant to  know w hat OPTIMAL i s .  
They a re  a sm all o p t ic a l  b u s in ess  s e l l in g  
th e  b e t te r  brands o f b in o c u la rs  and t e l e 
sco p es , and t h a t 's  im portant fo r  us b ird 
e r s .  They a r e  lo c a te d  a t  136 J a c k s o n , 
N.E. I f  you do purchase from th a n , p le a se  
show your Audubon membership ca rd .

At our l a s t  gen era l m ee tin g  on Nov. 17, 
1983, some p o s s ib le  bad news was men
t io n e d . I t  seem s th e r e  m ig h t be a  new 
s t e e l  m i l l  b u i l t  v e ry  n e a r  B osque d e l  
Apache. What Audubon fe a r s  m ost a r e  th e  
v a r io u s  p o iso n o u s  g a s e s  t h a t  w i l l  be 
belched  from th e  smoke s t a c k s .  From my 
s o u rc e  o f  in f o r m a t io n ,  th e  m i l l  c o u ld  
exceed th e  su lphu r d io x id e  e m is s io n s  by 
200%. T his su re  w i l l  n o t  h e lp  th e  b i r d  
p o p u la t io n .  Any c o n s e r v a t io n - m in d e d  
person  in te r e s te d  in  t h i s  p o s s ib le  fu tu re  
p ro b le m , p le a s e  f e e l  f r e e  t o  w r i t e  t o  
C1SMAS and your r e p re s e n ta t iv e .  L e t 's  n ip  
t h i s  p o s s ib le  problem in  th e  bud.

Some more bad news. I t  seems some people 
w ish to  e r e c t  power l i n e s  near Bosque d e l 
Apache in  th e  f l i g h t  p a th  o f  th e  Whooping 
C ranes. As you can  s e e ,  o u r f e a th e r e d  
f r ie n d  seems to  be in  je o p a r d y .  I f  you 
w ish to  r e la y  to  CM1AS any in fo rm ation  on 
th e  above bad news, p le a se  do so  a s  soon 
a s  p o s s ib le .

W ell, b e lie v e  i t  o r n o t ,  yo u r p r e s id e n t  
f i n a l l y  c o m p le te d  t h e  CNMAS d i s p l a y  
p a n e l s  to  be used  in  s h o p p in g  m a l l s ,  
s c h o o ls ,  e t c .  For th o s e  n o t f a m i l i a r  
w ith  th e  above-m entioned p a n e l s ,  l e t  me 
e x p la in . Each panel i s  two f e e t  wide and 
s ix  f e e t  high and th e re  a re  t h r e e  p a n e ls  
t o t a l .  Each p a n e l b o l t s  to  th e  o t h e r ,  
th u s  forming a  v e r t i c a l  d i s p l a y  lo o k in g
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s im ila r  to  a room d iv id e r .  On each panel 
v a r io u s  Audubon photographs and in fo rm a 
t io n  w i l l  be d is p la y e d . The p u rp o se  i s  
an easy -to -assem b le  d isp la y  which can  be 
t r a n s p o r t e d  w i th  e a s e  fro m  p l a c e  t o  
p la c e . When th e  p a n e ls  a r e  s e t  up a t  a 
po p u la ted  a re a , Audubon members w i l l  be 
t h e r e  t o  h e lp  e x p la in  and r e c r u i t  new 
members to  CNMAS. I f  you a re  i n t e r e s t e d  
in  b e in g  a  r e c r u i t e r ,  p l e a s e  c a l l  o r  
w r i te .  We need your h e lp .

The nex t b o a rd  m ee tin g  w i l l  be h e ld  in  
January  on th e  f i r s t  Thursday. I f  any 
one would l ik e  to  h o s t t h i s  e v en t, p le a se  
c o n ta c t me a t  888-4661. Thank you.

J .  V. Brown

CONSERVATION NOTES 
by Arch McCallum

San Ju a n  B a s in  W ild e rn e s s  -  R ep. B i l l  
R ich a rd so n 's  San Ju an  B a s in  W iln d e rn e ss  
P ro te c t io n  A ct (HR3766) h a s  p a s se d  i t s  
f i r s t  subconm ittee t e s t  i n t a c t ,  o v e r  th e  
s t r o n g  o b j e c t i o n s  o f  R ep . Mo I J d a l l  
(D-AZ), who w anted  A s h is le p a h  d e l e t e d .  
U d a ll i s  C h a irm a n  o f  t h e  f u l l  H ouse 
C o m m itte e  on  I n t e r i o r  a n d  I n s u l a r  
A f f a i r s ,  which now m ust r e p o r t  th e  b i l l  
t o  th e  f l o o r .  I f  p o s s i b l e ,  r i t e  U d a ll 
(H ouse O f f i c e  B u i l d i n g ,  W ash. D .C . , 
20515) and t e l l  him t h a t  A s h is le p a h  i s  
im portan t to  u s . Also w rite  Manuel Lujan 
and th a n k  him f o r  h i s  w i l l i n g n e s s  t o  
co n s id e r p ro te c t in g  a l l  fo u r  a r e a s  men
tio n e d  in  R ich a rd o n 's  b i l l  and u rg e  him 
t o  make HR 3766 a b ip a r t is a n  b i l l .

Most im p o rtan tly , w r ite  P e te  Domenici and 
urge him to  g e t behind S 1740, Bingam an's 
f o u r - u n i t  b i l l .  L e t him know p o l i t e l y  
t h a t  we know he can make i t  happen i f  he 
w ants to .

Mountain Lions -  The New M exico D e p a r t 
ment o f  Game and F is h  i s  d r a f t i n g  a  new 
management p la n  f o r  th e  M ountain  L io n . 
I t  i s  rum ored t h a t  th e  new r e g u l a t i o n s  
w il l  be more fav o rab le  than  p r e s e n t  o nes 
t o  th e  su rv iv a l o f  t h i s  s p e c i e s .  T here  
w i l l  be a  p u b lic  hearing  on th e  p ro p o sed  
re g u la t io n s  in  December o r  J a n u a r y ,  and

th e  Game and F ish  Commission w i l l  d e c id e  
w h e th e r to  a d o p t th e  new r e g s  a t  i t s  
February  m eeting. F r ie n d s  o f  th e  Moun
t a i n  Lion should p lan  now to  a t t e n d  b o th  
m e e tin g s . A good  t u r n o u t  w i l l  h e l p
co u n te r th e  e f f e c t  o f  th e  few b u t v o c i f 
e rous enemies o f  th e  l io n .  For a copy o f 
proposed re g s  and background in fo rm a tio n  
on l io n  p o p u la tio n s  in  th e  s t a t e ,  w r i te  
Harold O lson, D ire c to r , NM D ept, o f  Game 
and F ish , V il la g ra  B u ild in g , Santa Fe, ISM 
87503.

San Juan B asin R ailroad  -  The s t a t e  l e g i s 
l a t u r e  co n v en es  in  J a n u a r y .  In  t h i s  
" s h o r t  s e s s i o n ,"  th e  l e g i s l a t o r s  may 
c o n s id e r  o n ly  ite m s  on th e  G o v e rn o r ' s 
c a l l ,  so we would seem to  have a r e s p i t e  
from  S en . M o rg an 's  p e r e n n ia l  San J u a n  
B asin  r a i l r o a d  schem es. I t  i s  rum ored ,
however, th a t  Governor Anaya w il l  inc lude  
funding fo r a r a i l r o a d  in  n is  c a l l . The 
tim ing  i s  very  bad, because i f  th e  S ta te  
u n d erw rites  a r a i l r o a d ,  in d u s t r y 's  c la im  
th a t  th e  PRLAs a re  com m ercially e x p l o i t 
a b le  w il l  be g r e a t l y  e n h an c e d . I f  you 
a r e  so  i n c l i n e d ,  yo u  m ig h t  a s k  t h e  
Governor to  d e fe r  support fo r  a r a i l r o a d

People in te r e s te d  in  b rin g in g  th e  wonders 
o f  n a tu re  to  o th e rs !  We need someone to :  

-h e lp  a rrange program s to  be shown a t  
r e g u la r  m eetings;

-k e e p  t a b s  on e n v iro n m e n ta l i s s u e s ;  
- h e l p  b r i n g  n a t u r e  i n f o r m a t i o n  t o  

sch o o ls  and o th e r  groups;
-h e lp  p lan  and c a rry  o u t new id e a s  f o r  

f i e l d  t r i p s ;
- w r i t e  a r t i c l e s  f o r  th e  n e w s l e t t e r ,  

e s p e c ia l ly  on e n v iro n m e n ta l  i s s u e s ;  
-h e lp  w ith  re fresh m en ts;
- h o s t  a  board m eeting;
- h e lp  s e t  up and p u t  away c h a i r s  a t  

r e g u la r  m eetings;
- g r e e t  newcomers a t  m eetings;
-h e lp  w ith  th e  Audubon W i ld l i f e  F ilm  

S e r ie s .
I f  you a re  in te r e s te d ,  c a l l  any number in  
th e  CNMAS d ir e c to ry  on Page 12.
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THE FACTS ARE CLEAR

MORE THAN 4 0 0 ,0 0 0 ,0 0 0  POUNDS OF TOXIC 
INDUSTRIAL CHEMICALS END UP IN OUR PUBLIC 
SEWERS AND WATERWAYS EACH YEAR.

A b i l l  by S enato r C h a fe e , S . 431 , would 
re d u c e  i n d u s t r i a l  t o x i c  p o l l u t i o n  by 
c o n t in u in g  t h e  p r e s e n t  p ro g r a m  t h a t  
r e q u i r e s  i n d u s t r i e s  to  p r e t r e a t  t h e i r  
to x ic  w astes  b e fo re  r e l e a s i n g  them  i n t o  
ou r sew e rs , and by t ig h t e n in g  c o n t r o l s  
where th e re  a re  " to x ic  h o tsp o ts"  t o  make 
th e  w a ters  in  th e se  h e a v i ly  i n d u s t r i a l 
ized  a r e a s  f i s h a b l e  and swimmable once 
a g a in .

WE HAVE ALREADY LOST HALF OF THE MARSHES, 
BOGS, WINDING CREEKS, SLOUGHS AND ESTU
ARIES THAT ORIGINALLY EXISTED IN THE
LOWER 48 STATES, AND EACH YEAR WE AND THE 
WILDLIFE DEPENDENT ON THESE WETLANDS LOSE 
MORE.

S ec tio n  404 o f  th e  C lean  W ater A ct h a s  
reduced th e  n eed le ss  dredging and f i l l i n g  
o f  w e tla n d s , b u t even  w ith  t h i s  p r o v i 
s io n , over 450,000 a c re s  o f  w e tla n d s  a re  
b e in g  l o s t  e a c h  y e a r .  S e c t i o n  4 0 4 's  
p ro ced u res  fo r  c o n se rv in g  w e tla n d s  m ust 
be s tren g th en ed .

EACH YEAR STORM WATERS WASH BILLIONS OF 
TONS OF SOIL, ANIMAL WASTE, BACTERIA, 
O IL , ACID, LEAD, PESTICIDES AND OTHER 
TOXIC CHEMICALS FROM OUR FARMS, C ITIES, 
MINES AND CONSTRUCTION SITES INTO OUR 
WATERWAYS, CAUSING HARM TO THE WILDLIFE 
AND HUMANS THAT DEPEND ON THOSE WATERS 
FOR LIFE.

Hie e x is t in g  C lean W ater Act does no th ing  
to  c o n tro l t h i s  "nonpoint" p o l lu t io n ,  y e t 
o v e r  h a l f  o f  o u r p o l l u t i o n  comes fro m  
t h e s e  s o u r c e s .  S e n a t o r s  S t a f f o r d ,  
C h a fe e , and D u re n b e rg e r have p ro p o s e d  
amendments to  begin  a  program to  c o n t r o l  
nonpo in t p o l lu t io n .

Soon, your S en a to rs  w i l l  d e c id e  w h e th e r 
to  weaken th e  C lean  W ater A c t, k eep  i t  
th e  same, o r  s tre n g th e n  i t .  IF  YOU WANT 
THE QUALITY OF OUR WATER TO IMPROVE IN 
THE 8 0 'S, WRITE TO YOUR SENATORS TODAY.

* T e l l  them  why you c a r e  a b o u t  c l e a n  
W ater.

* Urge them to  v o te  f o r  a  s t r e n g th e n e d  
C le an  W ater A ct by s u p p o r t in g  S e n a to r  
C h a f e e 's  b i l l  (S . 4 3 1 ) , am endm ents t o  
s t r e n g t h e n  S e c t i o n  4 0 4 ,  a n d  t h e  
S ta ffo rd -C h a fee -D u ren b e rg e r p ro p o s a l  to  
c o n tro l nonpoin t p o l lu t io n .

Our S e n a to rs ' ad d re sses  a re  l i s t e d  on th e  
back page.

AUDUBON CALENDARS: AN EASY WAY TO DO 
YOUR CHRISTMAS SHOPPING EARLY

N atio n a l Audubon has p u b l is h e d  two 1984 
c a le n d a rs—one fo r  your w all and one f o r  
y o u r  d e sk — and b o th  m easu re  up to  t h e  
unsurpassed  s ta n d a rd s  f o r  n a tu r e  p h o to 
graphy th a t  a re  th e  h a llm a rk  o f  Audubon 
m ag az in e . The w a ll  c a le n d a r  m e a su re s  
about 10 by 14 in c h e s , and f o r  th e  d esk  
th e  engagem ent c a le n d a r ,  a b o u t 6 by 9 , 
op>ens l i k e  a  book. The 14 f u l l - p a g e  
p h o to g ra p h s  in  th e  w a l l  c a l e n d a r  a r e  
d i f f e r e n t  from th e  60 sm a lle r  ones in  th e  
desk  model, so y o u 'l l  want b o th . A ll th e  
p ic tu r e s  a re  in  f u l l  c o lo r .  The s u b je c ts  
in c lu d e  w i l d l i f e ,  s p e c ta c u l a r  s c e n e ry , 
w ild flo w ers , a  l i t t l e  humor— th e r e  i s  a  
tre e -c lim b in g  g r iz z ly  b e a r  cub c l in g in g  
to  a  shaky b ra n c h , and a  p a i r  o f  w rens 
n e s t i n g  in  an o ld  f e l t  h a t - - a n d  s u c h  
u n c l a s s i f i a b l e  s h o ts  a s  a  c l o s e u p  o f  
je w e llik e  drops o f  dew on a s p id e r  web.

C hristm as r e a l ly  i s n ' t  f a r  away. An easy 
way to  g e t a head s t a r t  on your sh o p p in g  
i s  to  buy some o f th e s e  c a l e n d a r s .  The 
p r ic e  i s  th e  same fo r  each , $ 6 .9 5 . They 
a re  a v a i la b le  by m ail o rd e r from  M ark e t
in g , N ationa l Audubon S o c ie ty , 950 T h ird  
Avenue, New Y ork, NY, 10022, b u t add a 
d o l l a r  fo r  postage  and h an d lin g .
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OUR OWN HAWK MOUNTAIN

How would you l ik e  to  see  160 S harp ies in  
one day? Or even 20? With some o f  them 
so  c lo s e , i t  f e e ls  l i k e  you c o u ld  re a c h  
o u t and to u c h  them? Add in  C o o p 's  and 
K e s tre ls  on a re g u la r  b a s is ,  R e d - ta ils  in  
th e  a f te rn o o n , o c c a s io n a l  G o ld e n s , and 
a lw ay s  th e  p o s s i b i l i t y  o f  a r a r e  hawk 
such as  a  P e r e g r in e ,  Goshawk, o r  Zone- 
t a i l  , and you have th e  fo rm u la  f o r  an
e x c e lle n t  b ird in g  (hawking) day , and i t ' s  
a l l  a v a i l a b l e  w i th in  two h o u rs  o f  your 
f ro n t  door!

We a re  fo r tu n a te  to  have th e  S a n d ia s  and 
Manzanos p r a c t ic a l ly  in  our backyard , and 
many o f us h ike and b ird  th an  r e g u l a r l y .  
B u t in  f a l l  t h e s e  m o u n ta in s  h a v e  a 
s p e c i a l  b i r d in g  show f o r  us to  e n jo y .  
J u s t  a s  th e y  beckon  u s ,  th e y  a t t r a c t  
m ig r a t in g  haw ks, e a g l e s ,  an d  f a l c o n s  
because th ey  prom ise w inds and u p d r a f t s  
th a t  make th e  southward t r i p  a " b r e e z e ."

S te v e  H o f f m a n ,  a n  a d d i c t e d  "h aw k  
w atcher,"  and a W ild l i f e  B io l o g i s t  w ith  
th e  U.S. F ish  and W i ld l i f e  S e rv ic e  h e re  
in  A lbuquerque, h as  been  s tu d y in g  hawk 
m ig ra tio n  in  th e  in te rm o u n ta in  w est fo r  
s e v e ra l y e a rs . In  e a r ly  O ctober I  jo in ed  
him and s e v e r a l  o th e r s  in  th e  Manzanos 
fo r  a day o f hawk w a tc h in g . At a b o u t 9 
A.M. th e  f i r s t  Sharp-sh inned Hawk c ru ised  
by about 20 f e e t  away, a  b e a u t i f u l  a d u l t  
m ale, and I  was hooked! I  saw 63 b i r d s  
t h a t  day, m ostly  S harp ies  and C oop 's , but 
7 sp e c ie s  in  a l l  ( in c lu d in g  a G oshaw k), 
w ith  many s p e c ta c u la r  v ie w s .  I  m ade 
s e v e ra l more t r i p s  to  th e  lo o k o u t, seeing  
between 50 and 75 hawks a  d a y , t y p i c a l  
fo r  th e  Manzanos in  O ctober, bu t th e  b e s t 
was y e t to  come.

L ate  in  th e  evening b e fo re  S unday , O c t. 
16, S teve and I  d e c id ed  to  go up to  th e  
lo o k o u t  to  ta k e  some p i c t u r e s  o f  th e  
m ig ran t hawks. We never g o t a  chance.

* E d i to r 's  no te : To th o se  o f  you who a re  
n o t  f a m i l i a r  w i th  b i r d i n g  j a r g o n ,  a 
S harp ie  i s  a  S h a rp -sh in n ed  Hawk, a  Coop 
i s  a  C ooper's  Hawk (both  a re  A c c ip i te r s ) ,  
and a Golden i s  a Golden E ag le .

We a r r i v e d  th e  n e x t m o rn in g  t o  c l e a r  
s k ie s  and l i g h t  in te rm it te n t  b re e z e s , not 
a p a r t i c u la r ly  g re a t- lo o k in g  d a y , b u t a t  
a b o u t 9 :3 0  th e  sky  o p en ed  up an d  th e  
hawks poured o u t. For th e  n e x t 3 h o u rs  
th ey  passed us a t  a r a t e  o f  b e t t e r  th a n  
one a m inute, sometimes 5 o r  6 in  view a t  
one tim e , and th e  g r e a t  m a jo r i ty  p a sse d  
w ith in  50 f e e t  o f our o b se rv a tio n  p o i n t .  
There was no tim e to  p ick  up th e  cam era! 
The m a jo rity  were A c c i p i t e r s , b u t  o th e r  
ty p ic a l  m ig ran ts  were seen , and a t  a b o u t 
11:30 a Z o n e - ta i l e d  Hawk c ro s s e d  o v e r .  
By noon we had c o u n te d  m ore  t h a n  180 
hawks, and a f t e r  th e  u s u a l m idday l u l l ,  
th ey  con tinued  to  p a s s  by r e g u l a r l y .  A 
" k e t t l e "  o f  8 R e d - t a i l s  an d  a T u rk e y  
V u ltu re  a t  4:30 gave us 249, and a f t e r  a 
long  l u l l ,  a P r a i r i e  Falcon zipped by fo r 
hawk #250 fo r  th e  d a y . We had se e n  160 
Sharp-sh inned  Hawks, 35 C o o p e r 's  Hawks, 
35 R e d - ta i le d  Hawks, and th e  re m a in d e r 
was made up o f  G olden E a g le s ,  N o rth e rn  
H a r r i e r s ,  A m erican K e s t r e l s  (S p a r ro w  
Hawk), P r a i r i e  F a lc o n s ,  and th e  Z o n e 
t a i l e d  Hawk and Turkey V u ltu re .

F o r th e  s e a s o n ,  o v e r  800 haw ks w ere  
c o u n te d  in  a b o u t 1 5 'd a y s  o f  o b s e r v a 
t io n .  C overage in  S ep tem b er, how ever, 
was v e ry  l i m i t e d .  A p p r o x im a te ly  20 
p eo p le , in c lud ing  H a rt S chw arz, D a rle n e  
M oore, Ross T e u b e r , S u s ie  F l a n n i g a n ,  
Linda B aker, Wendy S y k o ra , G eorge Coen, 
and M artha Coen, e x p e r ie n c e d  th e  t h r i l l  
o f  S h a rp ie s  (and o th e r s )  f i l l i n g  t h e i r  
b in o c u la r s .  Even when th e  f l i g h t  was 
l i g h t ,  t h e  v ie w  o f  f a l l  c o l o r s  w as 
s p e c ta c u la r .  How a b o u t you jo in in g  us 
nex t year?

S teve summed i t  up on th e  B ig Day a s  we 
drove away from th e  p o in t. " Ju s t  th in k ,"  
he s a id ,  " in  5 months t h e y 'l l  be h e ad in g  
back th e  o th e r  way."

—Dale S tah leck er

GIVE YOURSELF A SPECIAL CHRISTMAS GIFT -  
SPEND A DAY (OR THREE! ! ! ) ON A LOCAL 
CHRISTMAS BIRD COUNT!
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WHAT REAGAN POLICIES MEAN BACK HOME

N ationa l Audubon S o c ie ty  and th e  o th e r n ine 
co n serv a tio n  o rg a n iz a tio n s  which pub lish ed  
an " in d ic tm en t"  o f th e  Reagan A dm in istra 
t i o n 's  environm ental p o l ic ie s  l a s t  sp rin g  
(see  L eader, 4 /16 /82 ) have now p u b lish ed  a 
g ra ss  ro o ts  followup o f t h e i r  ch arges. The 
new re p o r ts ,  " H itt in g  Home: The E f fe c ts  o f 
th e  Reagan Environm ental P o l ic ie s  on Com
m un ities  Across A m erica," was announced a t  
a p re ss  conference in  W ashington, D.C.

The idea  was to  b rin g  th e  in d ic tm e n t 's  
broad g e n e r a l i t ie s  on c lean  a i r ,  to x ic  
su b s tan ces , p a rk la n d s , and o th e r is su e s  
down to  s p e c i f ic s .  " H ittin g  Home" d o e s n 't  
p re ten d  to  be a complete r e p o r t .  R a th er, 
i t  i s  a sam pling, p u t to g e th e r  by volun
te e r s  from th e  te n  o rg a n iz a t io n s , showing 
what th e  Reagan p o l ic ie s  have meant in  
term s o f some r e a l  people in  r e a l  p la c e s . 
Here a re  a few examples:

In  U tah, th e  a d m in is tr a t io n 's  p lan s  to  
pe rm it s t r i p  m ining on p r iv a te  lands w ith in  
N a tio n a l Park boundaries could open 
19,200 ac res  w ith in  C ap ito l Reef N a tiona l 
Park to  th e  coal companies. In  Maine, the  
problem o f a c id  r a in  i s  taken  a g re a t deal 
more s e r io u s ly  th an  i t  i s  by th e  adm inis
t r a t i o n .  Acid r a in  i s  k i l l i n g  t r o u t  and 
th re a te n in g  f o r e s ts  in  t h i s  s t a t e ,  where 
s p o r t  f is h in g  i s  a $32 m ill io n  a y ear 
b u s in ess  and th e  f o r e s t  p roducts  in d u s try  
i s  the  backbone o f th e  economy.

In  Texas, where th e  Environm ental P ro te c 
t io n  Agency has been lax  in  overseeing  
enforcem ent o f th e  laws on use o f p e s t i 
c id es  , a h ig h  p ercen tage  o f farm workers i s  
s u f fe r in g  from exposure to  th e se  p o iso n s . 
The Texas problem i s  compounded because 
many o f th e  farm workers a re  Spanish 
speaking Mexican-Americans who c a n 't  read  
th e  d ire c t io n s  and warnings on th e  p e s t i 
c id e  c o n ta in e rs .

The a d m in is tr a t io n 's  free z e  on buying p a rk - 
la n d s , in c lu d in g  a c q u is i t io n s  a lre ad y  
approved by C ongress, i s  h i t t i n g  home in  
G eorgia. This p o lic y  has h a l te d  com pletion 
o f th e  Chattahoochee R iver N a tio n a l R ecrea
t io n  Area c lo se  to  A tla n ta , and i t  i s  now 
fea red  th a t  much o f rem aining 3,000 ac res  
w i l l  never become p a rk —th a t  e i th e r  i t  w il l  
be developed and rendered  u n su ita b le  fo r  
p a rk  u se , o r  th a t  th e  p r ic e  w i l l  r i s e  f a r  
above th e  reach  o f th e  budget Congress 
a u th o rized  fo r  th e  r e c re a t io n  a re a . Copies 
o f  " H itt in g  Home" a re  a v a ila b le  a t  th e  
le s s - th a n -c o s t  p r ic e  o f  $2.50 each , in 
c lu d in g  p o s tag e , from N a tu ra l Resources 
Defense C ouncil, S u ite  600, 1725 Eye 
S t r e e t ,  N.W., W ashington, D.C. 20006.

C h a c K a ^ c<̂



NEW MEXICO AUDUBON COUNCIL 
ACCQMLPISHES MUCH

The NMAC was very  a c t iv e  du ring  th e  p a s t  
y e a r  u n d e r t h e  p r e s i d e n c y  o f  D arw in  
M ille r .  Following i s  an idea  o f  what th e  
Council has done:

1. A san c tu ary  fund was e s ta b lis h e d .

2. We remained in  a c t i v e  o p p o s i t io n  to  
coal m ining, power p la n ts ,  and r a i l r o a d s  
in  c e r t a in  a r e a s  o f  th e  San Ju an  B as in  
(w ith  s p e c ia l thanks to  Arch M cCallum ).
We worked c lo s e ly  w ith  o th e r  e n v i r o n 
m ental o rg a n iz a tio n s  on t h i s .  I  b e l i e v e  
a l l  o f  them  a r e  w ith  u s ,  p lu s  a r c h a e 
o l o g i s t s ,  a u n io n  and o th e r s  n o t g e n 
e r a l l y  a s s o c ia t e d  w ith  e n v i r o n m e n ta l  
c au se s . We were in s tru m en ta l in  h e lp in g  
d e f e a t  a  r a i l r o a d  b i l l  i n  S a n ta  Fe 
( t h a n k s  t o  t h e  good  w ork  o f  R o l l i e  
Goodman). We p a r t i c ip a t e d  in  a  h e a r in g  
in  Santa Fe on th e  San Juan co n d u c ted  by 
Rep. Weaver o f  Oregon and our Rep. R ich 
a rd so n . T h is was v e ry  f a v o r a b le  to w ard  
u s .  We hope o u r a c t i v i t i e s  h a d  some 
in p a c t on Congress in  b an n in g  m in ing  on 
p u b lic  la n d s .

3 . We a t te n d e d  a  S t a t e  Game and F i s h  
Com m ission m ee tin g  and  w e re  a s k e d  t o  
a t te n d  a l l  t h e i r  m eetings. T h is goes fo r  
a l l  C hap ters.

4 . We d ro p p ed  th e  S t a t e  F a i r  e x h i b i t  
p r in c ip a l ly  due to  th e  la c k  o f v o lu n te e rs  
t o  man t h e  b o o th  an d  a l s o  l a c k  o f  a 
b e t t e r  space .

5. We sponsored a  fu n d -ra is in g  workshop.

6 . We a re  s t i l l  working toward a t ta in in g  
tax-exem pt s ta tu s .

7 . We have c o n t r ib u t e d  some e f f o r t s  
tow ard N a tio n a l 's  a c q u i r in g  th e  R a n d a ll 
Davey p ro p e rty .

8. P re s id e n t M ille r  h a s  been  i s s u in g  a 
s e r i e s  o f  i n f o r m a t i o n a l  l e t t e r s  t o  
C hapter P re s id e n ts .

9 . Our numerous a c t i v i t i e s  in  t h i s  p a s t  
y e a r have p u t us em p h atica lly  on th e  map. 
Not on ly  have we g o t te n  a t t e n t i o n  from  
o u r cwn N ationa l h e a d q u a r te r s ,  b u t  from  
news media and p o l i t i c a l l y .  And, we have 
been in  a  "David and G olia th"  p o s i t io n .

10. We have developed a  good ra p p o rt w ith  
a l l  environm ental o rg a n iz a tio n s  in  N.M.

BURROWING OWL 7

VISITING THE WHOOPERS AT HOME 
By Ross L. Teuber

A ttending th e  Whooping Crane C onservation 
A s s o c ia tio n 's  annual m eeting a t  F t. Smith, 
N.W.T., Canada, was t r u ly  th e  e x p e r ie n c e  
o f  a l i f e t i m e .  F o r t  Sm ith  i s  s i t u a t e d  
j u s t  n o rth  o f 60 d eg rees  North L a t i t u d e ,  
and th e  e a s t  boundary  o f  Wood B u f f a lo  
N ationa l P ark , and i s  th e  human s e t t l e 
ment n e a re s t to  th e  b re e d in g  g ro u n d s  o f  
t h e  n a t u r a l  f l o c k  o f  w i ld  W h o o p in g  
C ranes. I t  i s  a lso  th e  home o f  th e  o n ly  
r iv e r - n e s t in g  and n o r th e rn m o s t n e s t in g  
p o p u la tio n  o f White P e lic a n s  on th e  North 
American C o n tin en t, a  f a c t  o f  w hich th e  
c i t i z e n s  o f F t. Smith a re  very  proud.

The m eeting was held  during  th e  l a s t  week 
o f  J u ly ,  an e x c e l l e n t  tim e  to  f l y  o v e r 
and s e e  th e  fa m ily  g ro u p s  o f  W hooping 
Cranes and t h e i r  c h ic k s  on th e  n e s t in g  
m arshes. The w eather was b e a u t i f u l , b u t 
much warmer than  we had been le a d  to  ex 
p e c t .  The people in  F t .  Smith w ere v e ry  
f r ie n d ly ;  a l l  seemed to  know why we w ere 
t h e r e ,  and w ere i n t e r e s t e d  in  w hat we 
were do ing . I f  you asked fo r d ir e c t io n s ,  
th ey  were n o t o n ly  w i l l i n g  to  t e l l  you 
how to  g e t to  your d e s t in a t io n ,  bu t would 
g la d ly  accompany you to  be su re  you found 
i t .  The m eeting room in  th e  lo c a l museum 
was e x c e l l e n t ,  an d  t h e  s l e e p i n g  and  
e a t in g  a r ra n g e m e n ts ,  a t  a  d o r m i to r y a t  
Thebaca C o lleg e , were very  a cc e p ta b le .

E rn ie  Kuyt o f  t h e  C a n a d ia n  W i l d l i f e  
S e rv ice  i s  th e  co u n te rp a rt o f Rod Drewien 
in  th e  W hooping C ra n e  f o s t e r  p a r e n t  
experim ent. A ss is te d  by s e v e r a l  o f  h i s  
c o lle a g u e s , he d id  an o u ts ta n d in g  jo b  o f  
p lan n in g , a rran g in g , and c a rry in g  ou t a l l  
th e  d e t a i l s  o f  th e  m e e tin g . The r e s u l t  
was one o f th e  b e s t-e v e r  m eetings o f  th e  
WCCA. The p a p e rs  w ere n o t o n ly  i n t e r 
e s t i n g ,  b u t v e ry  in fo r m a tiv e  and w e ll  
p r e s e n te d .  The f i e l d  t r i p s  w ere w e l l  
o rgan ized  and c a r r ie d  o u t ,  p e rm it t in g  us 
to  see  as much as p o s s ib le  in  th e  lim ite d  
tim e  a v a i l a b l e .  The l o g i s t i c s  w ere  
c a r r ie d  o u t w ithou t a  h i tc h .

I t  was arranged fo r  th o se  o f  us coming by 
p lane  th a t  we t r a v e l  to g e th e r  on th e  same
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f l i g h t  o u t  o f  Edmonton e a r l y  T u e s d a y  
m o rn in g , J u ly  26 . We a r r i v e d  a t  F t .  
Smith about 8:40 A.M. T ran sp o rta tio n  was 
w a i t in g  to  ta k e  us and o u r lu g g a g e  t o  
Thebaca C o lleg e , where we r e g i s t e r e d  and 
re c e iv e d  o u r  room a s s ig n m e n ts .  We had 
p le n ty  o f tim e to  g e t checked in , s e t t l e d ,  
and do a  l i t t l e  e x p lo r in g  o f  F t .  Sm ith  
b e f o r e  lu n c h . The p o p u l a t i o n  o f  F t .  
Smith i s  on ly  about 3 ,0 0 0  p e o p le ,  so  i t  
d i d n 't  ta k e  long to  g e t o r ie n te d .  T here  
were two m ajor s to r e s :  The H u d so n 's  Bay 
Company, o f  which I  had read  a s  a  boy in  
som e o f  J a c k  L o n d o n 's  b o o k s ;  a n d  a 
c o m p e tito r  c a l l e d  P au l K a e s e r 's  S to r e s  
L td . Both were q u i te  la rg e  and c a r r ie d  a 
g re a t  d iv e r s i ty  o f m erchandise.

One o f th e  most in te r e s t in g  s ig h ts  in  F t. 
Smith was th e  la tg e  number o f  u n u s u a l ly  
sh ap ed  m a r t in  h o u ses  in  a lm o s t  e v e r y  
d i r e c t i o n  you t r a v e l e d  fro m  T h e b a c a  
C o l le g e .  Most o f  them w ere o n ly  o n e 
s t o r i e d  an d  c i r c u l a r ,  o r  m a n y - s id e d  
polygons and q u i te  la rg e .  There were no 
p u r p le  m a r t in s  in  F t .  S m ith , b u t many 
C l i f f  and Barn Sw allow s. I t  seems t h a t  
som eone who knew m ore  a b o u t  k e e p in g  
b u ild in g s  n e a t  th a n  a b o u t sw allow s g o t 
th e  b r i g h t  id e a  i f  th e y  p u t  up m a r t i n  
ho u ses , th e  swallows wauld move in to  them 
and  n o t  c l u t t e r  up t h e  e a v e s  o f  t h e  
p u b lic  and p r iv a te  b u i ld in g s  w ith  t h e i r  
m u d - p la s te r e d  n e s t s .  Of c o u r s e ,  i t  
d i d n 't  work, b u t provided many a t t r a c t i v e  
apartm en ts  fo r  house sparrow s, w hich a r e  
now even more numerous than  th e  swallow s.

Our m eetings were he ld  in  a m ee tin g  room 
a t  F t .  S m i th 's  N o rth e rn  L i f e  Museum, a 
v e ry  in te r e s t in g  p lace  in  i t s  own r i g h t .  
We could  e a s i l y  have s p e n t  th e  r e s t  o f  
th e  week r i g h t  t h e r e ,  and n o t have ex 
h au sted  our i n t e r e s t  in  th e  f a s c i n a t i n g  
e x h ib i t s .  The f i r s t  a f te r n o o n  was d e 
v o te d  to  w elcom ing s p e e c h e s  and b a c k 
ground in fo rm atio n  from v a rio u s  lo c a l and 
t e r r i t o r i a l  d ig n i t a r i e s ,  and re p re s e n ta t 
i v e s  o f  Wbod B u ffa lo  N a tio n a l  P a rk  and 
th e  C a n a d ia n  W i l d l i f e  S e r v i c e .  A ll  
r e a l l y  seemed g lad  to  have us t h e r e ,  and 
w ent o u t  o f  t h e i r  way to  make us f e e l  
welcome. E rn ie  Kuyt gave us an update on 
th e  o v e r a l l  Whooping C rane  p o p u la t io n
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f ig u re s .

Wednesday morning we s ta r te d  o f f  w ith  an 
e a r ly  morning b ird in g  t r i p —b efo re  break 
f a s t !  I n c id e n ta l ly ,  in  l a t e  J u ly  a t  th a t  
l a t i t u d e  th e re  a re  o n ly  a b o u t two h o u rs  
o f  d a r k n e s s .  We d id  n o t s e e  a n y th in g  
u n u su a l, b u t i t  was i n t e r e s t i n g  to  see  
and r e c o g n iz e  b i r d s  in  t h e i r  b r e e d in g  
t e r r i t o r y .

A fte r  b re a k fa s t  th e re  was a s h o r t  b u s i 
ness m e e tin g . The r e s t  o f  th e  m orning 
was d e v o te d  to  two new whooping c r a n e  
m ovies, e i th e r  o f  which would be a p p ro 
p r i a t e  fo r a program a t  one o f  o u r Audu
bon m eetings. The f i r s t  was f ilm e d  and 
p ro d u ced  by Tom M ang leson , a  w i l d l i f e  
pho tographer f ra n  M oose, Wyoming, under 
th e  sponsorh ip  o f th e  P la t t e  R iver Whoop
ing Crane H a b ita t M aintenance T ru s t .  The 
o th e r  was p ro d u ced  by K arvonen F i lm s ,  
L td . ,  o f  Sherwood P a rk , A lb e r t a ,  and i s  
e n t i t l e d  "The Double L ife  o f  th e  Whooping 
C rane." Both film s were e x c e l le n t .

A fte r  lunch we took a  f i e ld  t r i p  to  P in e  
Lake in  Wbod B u ffa lo  N ationa l P a rk . The 
f i e l d  t r i p  was follow ed by a barbeque and 
a  park  n a tu r a l i s t  p ro g ram . B e s id e s  th e  
b e a u t i fu l  s c e n e ry  and g u l l s  and w a te r -  
fowl on th e  l a k e ,  we w ere f o r tu n a t e  to  
g e t  some quick  looks a t  b iso n , and on th e  
way back to  F t .  Sm ith  a  good lo o k  a t  a 
y e a r lin g  b lack  b ear.

A ll day T hursday  was d e v o te d  to  g round  
and a e r ia l  t r i p s  to  v a rio u s  p a r ts  o f Wbod 
B u f fa lo  N .P . and e s p e c i a l l y  o v e r  t h e  
Whooping Crane suraner range. The a e r i a l  
t r i p s  were made in  g ro u p s  o f  e ig h t  in  a 
s i n g l e - e n g in e ,  p o n to o n -e q u ip p e d  O t t e r  
a i rp la n e .  To show th e  a t t e n t io n  p a id  to  
d e t a i l s ,  e a c h  o f  u s  r e c e i v e d  in  t h e  
m a te r i a l  handed o u t  a t  r e g i s t r a t i o n  a 
p a i r  o f  e a r p lugs to  p ro te c t  us from  th e  
engine n o is e  on th e  f l i g h t .  We needed 
them! Each group saw from 12 to  18 a d u lt  
Whooping Cranes and from  3 t o  5 c h ic k s ,  
a s  w ell as a  sm all h e rd  o f  b is o n  in  th e  
cou rse  o f  th e  tw o -h o u r f l i g h t .  On th e  
ground, th e  unique g e o lo g ic a l fo rm a tio n s  
made th e  t r i p  f a s c in a tin g :  accum ulations 
o f  v a s t  s a l t  p i l e s  from th e  s a l t  sp rin g s ;



BURROWING OWL 9

perm anent ic e  no more th a n  two o r  t h r e e  
f e e t  be low  t h e  s u r f a c e  in  t h e  k a r s t  
s in k h o le s ;  and b e s t  o f  a l l ,  c o l l e c t i n g  
and e a tin g  h an d fu ls  o f  th e  r i p e ,  sw e e t, 
d a r k - p u r p l e  S a s k a to o n  b e r r i e s  ( J u n e  
b e r r ie s  o r  s e rv ic e  b e r r i e s ) , w hich grew 
in  p r o f e s io n  in  many o f  t h e  a r e a s  we 
v i s i t e d .  We a lso  explored  on th e  ground  
some shallow  marsh a re a s  ty p ic a l  o f  those  
used fo r  n e s tin g  by th e  Whooping C ranes.

F rid ay  was devoted to  p a p e r s  r e l a t e d  to  
W hooping C rane  managem ent a c t i v i t i e s .  
Twd were concerned w ith  ra d io  tra c k in g  o f 
m ig ra tin g  whoopers. One re p o rte d  a study 
on p re -p a ir - b o n d in g  a c t i v i t i e s  o f  su b 
a d u l t  whooping c r a n e s ;  one c o n ce rn ed  a 
new tech n iq u e  fo r  determ in ing  th e  sex  o f  
whooping crane checks by e le c t r o n  m ic ro 
sco p ic  a n a l y s i s  o f  g e n e t i c  m a te r ia l  in  
b lo o d  c e l l s ;  a n o th e r  r e p o r t e d  on  t h e  
s t a tu s  o f  th e  fo s te r  p a re n t e x p e r im e n t— . 
th e  a c t i v i t y  re sp o n s ib le  fo r  our whooping 
c ra n e s ; and  th e r e  was an u p d a te  on th e  
a c t i v i t i e s  o f  th e  whooping crane recovery  
team .

A ll o f  th e se  papers w ere w e ll p r e s e n te d  
and o f  s u f f i c i e n t  i n t e r e s t  to  s t r o n g ly  
ho ld  our a t te n t io n .  A ll o f  th e  s p e a k e rs  
were h ig h ly  o p tim is t ic  about th e  p ro s 
p e c t s  f o r  th e  W hooping C ra n e s  in  t h e  
immediate fu tu re .  The one p a p e r  on th e  
p r o je c te d  f u tu r e  o f  th e  W hite P e l i c a n  
f l o c k  m e n tio n e d  a b o v e  w as f a r  l e s s  
o p t im is t i c .

The o f f i c i a l  a c t i v i t i e s  w ere co n c lu d ed  
w ith  a  banquet a t  The W inerack, th e  o n ly  
lo c a l  e s ta b lish m e n t where such an a f f a i r  
c o u ld  be s t a g e d ,  o r  w h e re  o n e  c o u ld  
sample th e  q u a l i ty  o f th e  lo c a l ly  d i s 
pensed l i b a t i o n s .  The s p e a k e r  was D r. 
W illia m  F u l l e r  o f  t h e  U n i v e r s i t y  o f  
A lb e rta  a t  Edmonton. He i s  t h e  man who 
f i r s t  c o n f i r m e d  t h e  f i n d i n g  o f  t h e  
n e s tin g  a r e a  o f  th e  Whooping C ra n es  in
1957. His su b je c t,, "Whooping C ran es  and 
Lawn Mowers," was n o t o n ly  c h a l le n g in g ,  
b u t e r u d i t e  and th o u g h t-p ro v o k in g . I f  
one a llo w e d  h i s  th o u g h t  t o  s t r a y ,  an  
in p o r ta n t  p o in t would be m issed.

Every ev en in g  was s p e n t  in  s o c i a l i z i n g
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w ith  fe l lo w  members o f  t h e  WCCA from  
v a r io u s  p la c e s  in  C a n a d a , t h e  U n i te d  
S ta te s ,  and even one from England and one 
from  Germany. In  my o p i n i o n ,  e i t h e r  
Thursday or F rid ay  alone would have been 
w ell worth th e  modest c o s t o f th e  member
s h ip  d u es! When you c a n  h a v e  a l l  o f  
th e se  th in g s , p lu s  p e r io d ic  n e w s le t t e r s ,  
and th e  fe llo w sh ip  th a t  goes w ith  i t ,  i t  
i s  a g r e a t  b a r g a in .  I f  I  have a ro u sed  
your i n t e r e s t ,  see me. I  do have a few 
membership a p p lic a t io n s  on hand.

To com plete th e  s t o r y ,  we w ere f r e e  on 
S aturday  morning to  pack our g e a r , do any 
la s t-m in u te  shopping, o r do some impromp
tu  b ird in g  on o u r own. As a lw a y s , th e  
l o g i s t i c s  o f  g e tt in g  to  th e  a i r p o r t  w ere 
w ell p lan n ed  and e x e c u te d . We a l l  a r 
r iv e d  in  p le n ty  o f  t im e  t o  c h e c k  o u r  
luggage through and g e t our s e a t s  on th e  
p la n e  to  Edm onton. In  a l l ,  we saw 39 
sp e c ie s  o f b ird s  in  th e  F t .  Sm ith  a r e a ,  
and a  couple more in  Edmonton.

Next year our annual m ee tin g  w i l l  be a t  
Grand I s la n d , N ebraska, viiere we w ill  see 
on th e  ground sane o f th e  whooping c ra n e  
a c t i v i t i e s  we g o t  a t a s t e  o f  in  Tom 
M angelsen 's f ilm . I'm  p lann ing  on b e in g  
th e re .  W o u ld n 't you l i k e  to  go a lo n g ,

E ig h t p a i r s  o f  e n d a n g e re d  p e r e g r i n e  
f a l c o n s — in  M ary land , New J e r s e y ,  New 
York, and V irg in ia —fledged  23 young th i s  
summer. In  a p r o d i g i o u s  d i s p l a y  o f  
a d a p ta b i l i ty ,  two p a ir s  nested  on g ird e r s  
o f  tw o o f  New Y o rk  C i t y ' s  h e a v i l y  
t r a f f ic k e d  b r id g e s , making t h e i r  n e s t in g  
" s c ra p e s "  o f  s o o t  and c i n d e r s .  Even 
a f t e r  a r u n - i n  w i t h  BB g u n  t o t i n g  
v an d a ls , the  c i ty -w is e  b i r d s  managed to  
hack  fo u r  young be tw een  them  in to  t h e  
w ild s  o f  M anhattan. The P e r e g r in e  Fund 
o f  I th a c a , N .Y ., a group s p e c ia l i z in g  in  
r a p t o r  p r e s e r v a t i o n ,  a s k s  b i r d e r s  
th ro u g h o u t th e  E a s t t o  w a tc h  f o r  and  
re p o r t  p e reg rin e s  lo i t e r in g  near b r id g e s .
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SOMETHING FOR EVERYONE IN AUDUBON'S 
NEW BOOKLET ON FEEDING WILD BIRD

You may th in k  you have no more to  l e a r n  
about feed ing  b i r d s ,  a f t e r  y e a r s  y o u 'v e  
had  a  s q u i r r e l - p r o o f e d  s e t  o f  f e e d e r s  
h a n g in g  o r  s i t t i n g  on  p o l e s  in  y o u r  
backyard , b u t chances a re  you can p ick  up 
a t  l e a s t  a  few new id e a s  from  N a tio n a l  
Audubon's l a t e s t  b o o k le t ,  "B an q u e ts  f o r  
B i r d s :  S u g g e s t io n s  f o r  S u p p le m e n ta ry  
F e e d in g ."  And i f  you a r e  a  r e l a t i v e  
b e g in n e r, th e  new boo k le t i s  a  must.

Ever th in k  o f le a v in g  p a r t  o f  y o u r lawn 
unm ow ed, l e t t i n g  i t  go  t o  s e e d  a n d  
d e v e lo p  i n t o  a  meadow? Even a  m in i 
meadow o i ly  a few f e e t  in  d ia m e te r  c o u ld  
add s u b s t a n t i a l l y  to  y o u r  p r o p e r t y ' s  
a t t r a c t iv e n e s s  to  b i r d s ,  according  to  th e  
b o o k le t. W arblers w on 't cane to  fe e d e rs , 
b u t th ey  a re  a t t r a c te d  by ru n n in g  w a te r ;  
th e  b o o k le t t e l l s  how to  do i t  by means 
o f  a  m i lk  c o n t a i n e r  w i th  a  p i n h o l e  
punched  th ro u g h  th e  b o t to m . A n o th e r  
s u g g e s tio n : Keep a  d ia r y  o f  d a t e s  and 
a r r i v a l s  and d e p a r tu r e s  o f  m i g r a t o r y  
s p e c ie s ,  w e a th e r  c o n d i t io n s ,  and o th e r  
d a t a .  The b o o k l e t  i s  a v a i l a b l e  f o r  
$ 1 .60 , in c lu d in g  p o s ta g e ,  from  In fo rm a 
t io n  S e rv ic e s , N a tio n a l Audubon S o c ie ty ,  
950 T h ird  A venue, New Y ork , New Y o rk , 
10022.

EAGLE COUNT

The N atio n a l W ild life  F e d e ra t io n 's  annual 
b a ld  e a g le  s u rv e y , t a k e n  in  J a n u a r y ,  
i n d i c a t e s  t h a t  th e  n a t io n a l  sym bol i s  
s t i l l  on th e  rebound a f t e r  y e a r s  o f  d e 
c l in e  due t o  p e s t i c i d e s ,  h a b i t a t  l o s s ,  
and sh o o tin g . Bald e ag les  a re  o f f i c i a l l y
e n d an g e re d  in  43 s t a t e s  and p l e n t i f u l  
o n ly  in  A la sk a . The 1983 su rv e y  o f  46 
s t a t e s  (e x c lu d in g  A la sk a ) found  12 ,098  
e a g le s ;  fewer th an  l a s t  y e a r , b u t  s i g n i 
f i c a n t l y  m ore th a n  in  1 9 7 9 , w hen NWF 
began  c o u n t in g .  M is s o u r i ,  U ta h ,  and  
W ashington had th e  most e a g le s .
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ROSS' RAVIN'S

H i, F o lk s .  The tim e  f o r  t h e  A udubon 
C hristm as B ird  C oun ts  h a s  a r r i v e d .  Un
f o r tu n a t e ly ,  th e  c o u n t p e r io d  in c lu d e s  
on ly  th re e  weekends, and C h ris tm a s  Eve, 
C hris tm as, New Y e a r 's  Eve, and New Y e a r 's  
f a l l  on S aturday  and S unday . T h a t made 
i t  d i f f i c u l t  to  fin d  a  tim e fo r  th e  th re e  
co u n ts  which would c a u se  th e  l e a s t  con 
f l i c t  w ith  your p e rs o n a l h o l id a y  p la n s .  
D e ta i ls  a re  a s  fo llo w s : The B osque d e l  
Apache C ount w i l l  be on S a tu rd a y ,  Dec. 
17. Meet a t  th e  Refuge H eadquarters a t  7 
A.M. Compiler Chuck H undertm ark  can  be 
co n ta c te d  a t  home (897-2818) evenings fo r  
f u r t h e r  d e t a i l s .  The S a n d ia  M o u n ta in  
Count w il l  be on Sunday, Dec. 18. Meet 
a c r o s s  th e  ro ad  from  th e  San A n to n i t o  
School (NM 14 N o rth ) a t  6 :3 0  A.M. Com
p i l e r  Kay A nderson  may be c o n ta c te d  a t  
hone (821-1606) o r  a t  work (881-4545) fo r  
fu r th e r  d e t a i l s .  The A lb u q u erq u e  Count 
w il l  be on S a tu rd a y , Dec. 31 . Meet a t  
th e  C o rra le s  Shopping C en ter, west o f  th e  
Bank, a t  7:30 A.M. Compiler Jim  Karo can 
be  c o n ta c te d  a t  home (2 9 4 -2 7 7 7 )  f o r  
f u r t h e r  d e t a i l s .  C ount r u l e s  r e q u i r e  
t h a t  count a c t i v i t i e s  be c a r r i e d  on fo r  
a t  l e a s t  8 h o u rs  b tw een  m id n ig h t  an d  
m id n ig h t on th e  c o u n t d a y . Not e v e r y  
p a r t i c i p a n t  m ust be t h e r e  t h e  f u l l  8 
h o u rs , b u t  someone m ust be p r e s e n t  and 
coun ting  du ring  th a t  much t im e . I f  you 
l i v e  w ith in  a  count a r e a  and fe e d  b i r d s  
in  your back y a rd , you may p a r t i c ip a te  as 
a  feed e r w atcher. A rrange  i t  w ith  your 
co m p ile r, and g e t in s tru c t io n s  from  h im / 
h e r .  A lso , i f  you w ish  t o  c o u n t in  a 
p a r t i c u l a r  p a r t  o f  th e  c o u n t a r e a ,  a r 
range i t  in  advance w ith  y o u r c o m p ile r .  
Again t h i s  y e a r p a r t ic ip a t io n  fe e s  a re  $2 
fo r  each p a r t i c i p a n t  f o r  e ach  c o u n t in  
w hich  he p a r t i c i p a t e s .  C o m p ile rs  a r e  
re q u ire d  to  c o l le c t  t h i s  f e e  in  advance  
from each p erson , inc lud ing  c h i ld r e n  and 
sp o u se s  who " j u s t  d r i v e , "  b u t  a r e  n o t
a c t iv e  b i r d e r s .  These p a r t ic ip a t io n  fe e s  
a re  necessa ry  to  he lp  d e fray  th e  c o s t  o f  
com piling and p r in t in g  th e  o f f i c i a l  count 
r e p o r ts .  These re p o r ts  w ill  be pub lished  
in  th e  Ju ly  1981 is su e  o f American B ird s . 
P a r t i c ip a n ts  may p u rc h a se  s in g l e  c o p ie s  
o f  t h a t  i s s u e  from  t h e i r  c o m p i le r  a t
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$9.50 each . However, com pile rs  w i l l  n o t 
be  a c c e p t in g  an n u a l s u b s c r i p t i o n s  t o  
American B ird s  t h i s  y e a r .

H e re 's  th e  l a t e s t  word on th e  WHOOPING 
CRANES. N ineteen ch icks were hatched and 
fled g ed  a t  G ray 's  L ake . A ll b u t one o f  
th e se  were co lo r-co d e  banded. Because o f 
th e  heavy snow p ack  and v e ry  f a v o ra b le  
h ig h  w a te r  c o n d i t io n s  on t h e  n e s t i n g  
a r e a ,  none o f  th e  c h ic k s  w as l o s t  t o  
p re d a to rs !  A t o t a l  o f  32 WHOOPERS a r 
r iv e d  a t  Monte V is ta  NWR in  Colorado th i s  
f a l l .  D r. Rod D rew ien a r r iv e d  in  New 
Mexico on Tuesday, Nov. 15. On t h a t  day 
he and h is  a s s i s t a n t  counted 19 WHOOPING 
CRANES b e tw e e n  B e le n  an d  B o sq u e  d e l  
A pache. On W ednesday, Nov. 16, t h e r e  
were 12 a t  Bosque d e l  A pache, and th r e e  
ch ick s  a t  B e rn a rd o . At th e  same t im e , 
th e re  were 20,000 SNCW GEESE, w ith a good 
number o f  ROSS' GEESE mixed in , and a few 
CANADA GEESE. The g o o s e  h u n t  a t  t h e  
Bosque s ta r te d  th e  next day.

O th e r b i r d  r e p o r t s  h a v e  b e e n  r a t h e r  
sp a rs e . As I  s i t  here  typ ing  th e se  n o tes 
on a  c o ld , g ra y , showery a fte rn o o n , I  can 
lo o k  o u t  and s e e  a  l a t e  YELLOW-RUMPED 
WARBLER hopping around in  th e  b a re  tw ig s  
o f  my peach t r e e .  On Nov. 9 t h e r e  was a 
p a i r  o f  HOODED MERGANSERS in  th e  n o r th  
d is p la y  pond a t  Bosque d e l Apache. There 
w ere a l s o  s e v e r a l  EARED GREBES in  t h e  
m arsh  n e a r  t h e  f i r s t  lo o k o u t  to w e r .  
MARSH HAWKS a re  back in  good numbers.

The m iddle week o f O ctober was ap p aren tly  
th e  peak p e rio d  fo r  hawk m ig ra tio n  in  th e  
Manzanos. Dale S ta h le c k e r , S teve Hoffman, 
e t  a l ,  o b se rv e d  180 on O c to b e r 15, and 
250 in c lu d in g  200 A c c ip i t e r s  on O c to b e r 
16. SHARP-SHINNED HAWKS o u tn u m b e re d  
COOPER'S HAWKS by a p p ro x im a te ly  3 t o  1. 
Of s p e c ia l  i n t e r e s t  w e re  a  PEREGRINE 
FALCON and two GOSHAWKS. Dale and I  a ls o  
o b se rv e d  two PRAIRIE FALCONS and f o u r  
GOLDEN EAGLES from th e  same lo c a t i o n  on 
10/13, and I  found 3 PRAIRIE FALCONS in  
th e  E s tan c ia  V alley  on O ct. 15.

P a t Basham had a  LINCOLN'S SPARROW in  her 
yard  a t  Socorro on O ctober 12. There was 
a  f lo c k  o f about 100 WHITE-FACED IBIS a t
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Bosque d e l Apache on September 19. John  
D u rrie  had a m ale AMERICAN REDSTART in
h i s  yard  on September 24, and th e  D ille y s  
saw, among o th e r  th in g s , two LONG-BILLED 
CURLEWS a t  Bosque d e l Apache.

The f i r s t  w eek en d  o f  N ovem ber I  h ad  
o ccas io n  t o  be in  T ucson . S in c e  I  was 
t h a t  c l o s e ,  I  t o o k  a d v a n ta g e  o f  t h e  
o p p o r tu n i ty  to  d ro p  down to  O rgan P ip e  
C actus N ationa l Monument. The Monument 
i s  a lw ay s  and i n t e r e s t i n g  an d  s c e n i c  
p la c e  to  v i s i t ,  b u t t h i s  tim e o f th e  y ear 
i s  th e  o ff -se a so n  fo r  b ird s ;  th e  n e s t in g  
b i rd s  and e a r ly  m ig ra n ts  have l e f t ,  and 
many o f  th e  w in te r  b i r d s  have  n o t a r 
r iv e d .  The COSTA'S HUMMINGBIRDS, w hich 
a re  r e a l l y  th e  p ie c e  de r e s i s t a n c e  f o r  
t h a t  a re a , had nb t y e t a r r iv e d . Although 
n o t to o  many sp ec ie s  o f  b ird s  w ere s e e n , 
we found  some in  good n u m b e rs . M ost 
a b u n d a n t w ere PHAINOPEPLAS, NORTHERN 
(G ilded ra c e ) FLICKERS, GILA WOODPECKERS, 
CACTUS WRENS, GAMBEL'S QUAIL, CURVED
BILLED THRASHERS, BLACK-THROATED 
SPARROWS, and WHITE-CROWNED SPARROWS. 
VERDIN a re  common, b u t  n o t  e a s y  to  s e e .  
More unusual were WHITE-THROATED SWIFT, 
GREAT BLUE HERON, COMMON MOORHEN, LADDER- 
BACKED WOODPECKER and CRISSAL THRASHER. 
I t  was s u r p r i s i n g  n o t t o  f i n d  WHITE
WINGED DOVE, CARDINALS, and PYRRHULOXIA. 
Probably  th e  most e x c i t i n g  th in g  on th e  
whole t r i p  was a  group o f  f iv e ,  presum ably 
a  fa m ily , o f  HARRIS' HAWKS, a l l  p e rc h e d  
on th e  two c ro s sa rm s  o f  a  s i n g l e  power 
p o l e ,  n o t  f a r  o u t  o f  S e l l s ,  A r iz o n a .  
A lso o f  p e r s o n a l  i n t e r e s t  w ere RUFOUS
WINGED SPARROWS, my f i r s t ,  and BOTTERI' S 
SPARROWS. I f  you have  n e v e r  b e e n  t o  
O rg a n  P i p e  N a t i o n a l  M o n u m e n t  a n d  
Q u ito b o q u ito , I  would h ig h ly  recommend 
i t .  The peak t o u r i s t  and cam per se a so n  
i s  th e  l a s t  o f  D ecem ber, J a n u a r y ,  and  
F ebruary , b u t I  f in d  l a t e  March o r  e a r ly  
A p ril a  b e t t e r  tim e  f o r  b i r d i n g .  T h is  
l a t e  November w eather should be b r in g in g  
in te r e s t in g  v i s i t s  to  your f e e d e r s .  How 
abou t g iv in g  me a  c a l l  (265-8962) so  your 
s i g h t i n g s  can  be s h a r e d  w i t h  o t h e r s ?  
T h a t 's  i t  fo r  now, good b ird in g ,  and good 
lu c k  on th e  C hristm as B ird  C ounts.

--R .L .T .
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APPLICATION FOR JOINT MEMBERSHIP 
IN THE NATIONAL A U D U B O N  SOCIETY 

A N D  THE
CENTRAL NEW MEXICO A U D U B O N  SOCIETY

Joint membership offers you full membership in both the 
National Audubon Society and the Central New Mexico Audubon 
chapter at the same rate as membership in the national organi
zation only.

With one annual dues payment, you may enjoy the privileges of 
membership in, and the satisfaction of supporting, the local and 
national organizations. You will then receive bimonthly issues of 
the Burrowing Owl and the bimonthly Audubon, the most 
beautiful nature magazine in the world. A portion of your dues 
payment will be allocated to the Central New Mexico Audubon 
Society.
------------- Individual..........................................................  $25.00/Year
------------ Family ...........................     $32.00/Year
------------- Senior Citizen .................................................  $17.00/Year
------- -----Sr. Cit., Family .................................................  $19.00/Year
------------- Full Time S tudent.......... .......................   $15.00/Year

Name _  

Address

(please print)

City----------------------------------  State__________ Zip______

Is this a new subscription? _______________ ____________
or renewal? _______________ !___________ ;

Make check payable to National Audubon Society and mail to:

Central New Mexico Audubon Society 
Post Office Box 30002
Albuquerque, New Mexico 87190 Q-51

ADDRESSES 

The President
The White House 
Washington, DC 20500

The Honorable Pete V. Domenici
United State Senate 
Washington, DC 20510

The Honorable Jeff Bingaman 1
United States Senate 
Washington, DC 20510

The Honorable Manuel Lujan, Jr.
House of Representatives 
Washington, DC 20515

The Honorable Joe Skeen
House of Representatives 
Washington, DC 20515

The Honorable Bill Richardson
House of Representatives 
Washington, DC 20515

DIRECTORY—CENTRAL NEW MEXICO AUDUBON SOCIETY 
President
John V. Brown, 4608 Hilton Ave., NE, 87110; 888-4661 

Vice Presidents
Scott Brown, NM Dept, of Game and Fish, P.O. Box 8346,87198; 841-4600 
Jean Dilley, 13 Mill Rd„ NW, 87120; 897-0854 
Ed Jillson, 3712 Gen. Chenault, NE, 87111; 299-1648 

Treasurer
Mary Lou Arthur, 728 Monroe, NE 87110; 256-7359 

Corresponding Secretary
Phyllis Schmidt, 6408 Pepperdine, NE, 87111; 821-5790 

Recording Secretary
Irene Walkiw, 2123 Eaton, SE, 87106; 843-7051 

Director 1980-84
Craig Andrews, 3416 Sierra Dr. NE, 87110; 881-9387 

Director 1981-85
George B. Price, 503 Eighth St., NW, 87102; 242-6604

Director 1982-86/Hospitality Chairman
Evelyn Jones, 1522 Erbbe, NE, 87112; 298-9130

Director 1983-87
Marge Carrick, 808 Dakota, SE, 87108; 266-0191 

Membership Chairman
Lew Helm, 8213 Cherry Hills, NE, 87111; 821-8586 .

Conservation Chairman
Arch McCallum, 220 Cornell #4, SE, 87106

Wildlife Film Committee Chairman
Edith Johnson, 917 Truman, NE, 87110; 255-0307

Program Chairman
Mary Alice Root, 1108 Columbia, NE, 87106; 266-0561 

Field Trip Chairman
Hart Schwarz, 920 Continental Loop, Apt. 42, SE, 87108; 266-1810 

Education Chairman
Michele Peters, 2801 Apple Valley, SW, 87105; 877-7283 

Greeters Chairman
Barbara Hussey, 3708 Gen. Chenault, NE, 87111; 292-5626 

Trail Boss
Sally Douglas, 6325 Colleen, NE, 87109; 821-8551 

Historian
Celia Mizel, 204-B Madison, NE, 87108; 268-0376 

Librarian
Carol Davis, 1017 Georgia, SE, 87108; 265-5354

New Mexico Audubon Council President
Darwin Miller, 1229 Girard, NE, 87106; 265-6361

New Mexico Audubon Council Treasurer
Jim Karo, 1621 Cedar Ridge Dr., NE, 87112; 294-2777

New Mexico Audubon Council Secretary
Helen Riddell, 3010 Gen. Stilwell, NE, 87111; 294-6096

New Mexico Audubon Council Representatives
Evelyn and George Price, 503 Eighth St., NW, 87102; 242-6604

Editors, Burrowing Owl - Evelyn and George Price

RARE BIRD ALERT—R eport sightings to: 265-8962, 
292-5626, or 898-2568

TYPESETTING COURTESY OF PNM 
TYPING BY BETH HURST

CENTRAL NEW MEXICO AUDUBON SOCIETY
Post Office Box 30002
A lbuquerque, New M exico 87190 - 0002
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