
CENTRAL NEW MEXICO AUDUBON SOCIETY, ALBUQUERQUE, NEW MEXICO_________________OCTOBER - NOVEMBER 1983

CALENDAR

Welcome! Central New Mexico Audubon 
Society meets the th ird  Thursday of each 
month at 7:30 P.M., St. Timothy's Luther
an Church, Copper and Je ffe rso n , N.E. 
Nonmembers are welcome a t  a l l  meetings, 
f ie ld  tr ip s , and special events.

THURSDAY, OCTOBER 20 -  Regular Meeting

Michael Loughrey will present s lid e s  and 
ta lk  cxi "Bug s ,  Bighorn and B lis te rs  -  
Camp of the West." Come and see what 
your purchase of W ild life  Film s e r ie s  
ticke ts  from CfWAS offers our scholarship 
winners. See Michael's le t te r  inside for 
more about h is experiences a t the Audubon 
Camp of th e  West. 7:30 P.M. a t  S t .  
Timothy's L utheran Church, Copper & 
Jefferson, N.E.

SATURDAY & SUNDAY, OCTOBER 22 & 23 -  
NEW MEXICO AUDUBON COUNCIL MEETING______

All meetings are at the Socorro E le c tr ic  
Co-op, 215 Manzares, Socorro.

Saturday, October 22:
9:00 A.M. -  Fund R aising  Sem inar: 

Janeen Wallace of the Audubon national 
office w ill give us many ideas fo r fund 
raising . All are urged to  a ttend . Fund 
ra is in g  id eas  a re  good no t only fo r  
Aubudon but for other groups as well.

1:00 P.M. -  Council meeting and annual 
Audubon Conference. Election of officers.

7:00 P.M. -  Dinner a t the Vagabond 
Motel restaurant.

Sunday, October 23:
7:00 A.M. -  F ield  T rip , Bosque de l 

Apache NWR.

For information on any of the above 
ac tiv itie s , call Darwin Miller (265-6361) 
or Evelyn Price (242-6604) or any Council 
o fficer lis ted  in the directory.

SATURDAY, OCTOBER 29 -  Field Trip

"Trail Boss" Sally  Douglas w ill lead a 
t r a i l  maintenance group on S a tu rd ay , 
October 29, starting  a t 8:30 A.M. u n til  
11:00. Meeting place is  at the corner of 
Tramway and the Forest Road to  the Juan 
Tabo picnic area, about one mile north of 
the turnoff to  the Tram. Bring water. 
Sally must know who is  coming before Oct. 
28. 821-8551, evenings. FREE DONUTS!

SUNDAY, OCTOBER 30 -  Field Trip

Attend a potluck lunch with Fred and Bea 
Leckman at their cabin in lower Cienega 
Canyon. B.Y.O. p la te s  and silverw are. 
Preceding the lunch, Hart Schwarz w ill 
lead a five-m ile f ie ld  t r ip  up Armijo 
Canyon and back along Cienega Canyon. 
Those not wanting to  hike can watch the 
birds congregating around Fred's feeders. 
Meet at the old Sandia Park post o ffice  
a t 8 A.M. For more information c a ll  Bea 
(266-6354; 281-2353) or Hart (266-1810).
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THURSDAY, NOVEMBER 17 -  Regular Meeting

The de lig h tfu l WINTER WREN w ill be the 
sub ject of Dr. Bea Van Horne's i l l u s 
tra te d  program. Dr. Van Horne i s  an 
ecologist who has become hooked on birds! 
7:30 P.M. a t  S t. T im othy's L utheran  
Church.

THURSDAY, NOVEMBER 17 -  Deadline

Material fo r the Burrowing Owl is  due. 
Call Evelyn Price (242-6604) i f  you have 
questions.

SATURDAY, NOVEMBER 19 -  Field Trip

Warm up for the Bosque del Apache Christ
mas Count on th is la te  fa l l  v is i t .  Water- 
fowl should be abundant, including SNOW 
GEESE and SANDHILL CRANES in the thou
sands. Be the f i r s t  to  see a WHOOPER! 
Meet at the Refuge Headquarters a t 7:30. 
T rip lead er w il l  be Dale S ta h le c k e r  
(345-2827).

SUNDAY, NOVEMBER 27 -  Field Trip

This is  a half-day beg inner's t r i p  to  
Shady Lakes and adjacent Indian Lakes. 
Joanne Philips w ill be your guide through 
her and her neighbor's property. You can 
c a l l  her a t  898-2568 fo r  a d d it io n a l  
information.

PRESIDENT'S COMMENTS

At th e  l a s t  g en e ra l m eeting o f th e  
Central New Mexico Audubon Society , i t  
was decided  (vo ted ) to  g iv e  th r e e  
studen ts from the  U n iv e rs ity  of New 
Mexico the sum of f i f ty  d o lla rs  each. 
This money will help each student attend 
an upcoming conference. For f u r th e r  
information contact Mary Alice Root.

About two weeks ago an informal dinner 
was h e ld  fo r  Mr. R u p ert C u t l e r ,  a 
National Audubon Vice P residen t. A fter 
the  dinner Mr. C utler spoke about the  
future direction of the National Audubon 
Society. He told of the many goals se t 
fo r the so c ie ty , one being the p o s s i 
b i l i ty  of a magazine fo r young people.

I t  would be sim ila r to  the well-known 
Ranger Rick pub lica tio n . For fu r th e r  
information contact Mr. Darwin Miller.

At the la s t  general meeting (Sept. 15, 
1983), the program scheduled fo r  the  
evening was not given. I t  appears there  
was a slight breakdown in communication, 
and your p residen t was l e f t  to f r a n t i 
cally putting together a s lid e  show for 
that evening. I d o n 't mind doing th is ,  
but my slide collection is  f in ite . There 
is  a lesson to learn from th is .  L e t's  
do more communicating. This breakdown in 
communication is  also a danger sign to 
the v iab ility  of the society.

An idea has been passed around la te ly  
that sounds good to me. We are hoping to 
have informal meetings at various restau
rants in the Albuquerque area. This would 
not be an o ffic ia l gathering of the CNMAS; 
i t  would just be Audubon friends having a 
good dinner and exchanging ideas. I f  
interested, please call me. Perhaps th is 
would help toward better communications.

I fee l we should  have an o th e r board 
meeting in  O ctober. To a t t r a c t  our 
members, i t  is my hope to have th is  as an 
outdoor picnic meeting in the mountains. 
By the time you read th is ,  I w ill have 
picked a lo c a tio n  and d a te  fo r  th i s  
meeting. I f  in te re s te d , p lea se  c a l l  
(888-4661). Remember a l l  CNMAS people 
are welcome to th is meeting.

Have you tried  our lib ra ry ?  I t  is  fu ll  
of many wonderful books. I t  has come to 
my a tten tio n  th a t some of these books 
have been in the possession of members 
beyond the ir return date. Please retu rn  
those overdue books so o thers may enjoy 
than. Carol Davis is  our l ib ra r ia n  and 
she is  doing an excellent job, so please 
help her out.

In the recent past I gave a slide show to 
Ladera Nursing Home. I t  is a real joy to 
see others enjoy the beauty of nature. I 
feel more CNMAS members should get th e ir  
slides in order and v i s i t  one of these 
homes and give a l i t t l e  joy to those less 
fortunate.
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I have enclosed in my report the minutes 
of the la s t board meeting and I also wish 
to  thank Barbara Hussey fo r recording 
these minutes:

MINUTES OF THE CNMAS BOARD MEETING 
September 8, 1983

"Hie meeting a t the home of Jean and Neil 
Dilley was called to  order a t 7:40 P.M. 
Present were Vic Brown, Jean and N eil 
D illey , Barbara Hussey, Evelyn Jones, 
Darwin Miller, and Ross Teuber.

Vic reported th a t he had p re sen te d  a 
slide talk  in both English and Spanish at 
the Ladera Nursing Home.

Darwin reported on the meeting a t th e  
Sandia Pueblo to  d iscuss the p u eb lo 's  
claim on p a rt of the Sandia Mountains. 
He extended an inviation to the pueblo to 
attend our meetings and l e f t  copies of 
the  BURROWING OWL and w i ld l i f e  f ilm  
series brochures. Also a t the meeting 
were r e p r e s e n ta t iv e s  from  s e v e r a l  
o u td o o rs  g roups: S i e r r a  C lu b , NM 
Mountain Club, Albuquerque Open Space 
Task Force (Jay Sorenson), and others.

Vic wants the chapter to  go ahead with 
the purchase of the lum ber, e tc .  , to  
construct a portable Audubon d isp lay  to  
be used in shopping cen ters , e tc . The 
basic design will be several panels 2' by 
6' t a l l  with a s lo t  down the middle so 
displays can be inserted . These can be 
reused and are small enough to  be moved 
easily . Suggested exhibit locations were 
Winrock, Goronado Center, UNM, Univ. of 
Albuq., public and p riv a te  schools, and 
th e  community c ab le  c h a n n e l.  Vic 
estimates we w ill need to  spend $50 to  
bu ild  two i n i t i a l  t r i a l  panels. N eil 
Dilley volunteered to  do the carpentry 
work.

Darwin asked CNMAS to  nominate someone 
for president of the NM Audubon Council. 
Elections will be held at the NMAC annual 
meeting in October.

Ross reported on the meeting he attended 
concerning the sale of Tucumcari Lake to

the S ta te . The area covers about 456 
acres and some of i t  could be used as a 
w ildlife refuge. I f  the sa le  is  made, 
CNMAS needs to convince the NM Dept, of 
Game & Fish to manage p a r t  of i t  fo r  
w ildlife observation, fishing, and o ther 
low-impact uses. The lake is  the only 
known place in NM where white-faced ib is  
nest and is  an important feeding and mi
gration area for waterfowl and shorebirds.

Darwin mentioned th a t the NM Dept, of 
Game & Fish would like someone from CNMAS 
to  attend a ll  th e ir meetings.

Ross repo rted  on th e  m eeting o f the  
Whooping Crane Conservation Association 
he attended th is  summer near Wood Buffalo 
Park in Canada. A proposal was made at 
the  meeting to  s t a r t  a second f o s te r  
parent flock with sandhill cranes winter
ing in F lorida. This year 23 whooping 
crane families nested, producing 38 eggs. 
In June there  were 13 whooping crane 
chicks at Wbod Buffalo.

Eleven eggs were taken bo foster nests in 
Grays Lake, Idaho, plus two from captive 
p a irs  in Patuxent, Maryland. Twelve 
hatched in Idaho. Ross mentioned two 
films that were shown at the meeting and 
recommended C1SMAS obtain these to show at 
our meetings. Ross also said th a t Larry 
Smith, le a d e r of th e  Whooping Crane 
Recovery Team, lives in Albuquerque and 
can also give us a program.

Barbara Hussey volunteered to rev ise  the 
Rare Bird Alert telephone chain. Anyone 
interested in being on the chain should 
ca ll her now.

The meeting was adjourned at 9:30 P.M."

As you can see, our la s t  board meeting 
was fru itfu l. I wish to  thank Jean and 
Neal D illey  for having the meeting a t  
th e ir  home.

HAVE yOU PURCHASED YOUR TICKETS FOR THE 
1983-1984 WILDLIFE FILM SERIES?????????
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THE ADDRESS MAN

Lew Helm has o f f ic ia l ly  taken over as 
Membership Chairman of CNMAS a f te r  a few 
months of taking over for the Carricks in 
th e ir  absence. Many thanks to  Dave and 
Marge for a fine job.

Lew w ill be handling a ll  mailing la b e ls . 
I f  you have a problem with your OWL, a 
change of address, e tc ., give Lew a c a ll  
a t 821-8586. If  you change addresses, i t  
is  wise to le t  Lew know, as the national 
office can be very slow in le t t in g  the 
chapters know about address changes. The 
postal service w ill not forward BURROWING 
OWLS.

AUDUBON CHRISTMAS BIRD COUNTS

The re su lts  of the 83rd (1982) Audubon 
Christmas Bird Count are out I As usual, 
i t  was another banner year. There were a 
to ta l  of 1453 counts, in c lu d in g  1241 
within the continental United States, 190 
from Canada, 13 from Middle America, 
eight from the West Indies, and one from 
South America. In a l l ,  93 ,963 ,639  
individual b irds were t a l l ie d ,  and the 
to ta l number of participants was 36,426, 
including 2,880 a t feeders.

The West Coast Canal Area, P h ilip p in e  
Republic, topped th e  count w ith  306 
species. The highest number of species 
on any s in g le  count was 222 sp e c ie s  
counted a t Freeport, Texas. The Las 
Cruces count topped the 18 counts for New 
Mexico, with 112 species.

I t  i s n 't  too early to  s t a r t  planning to 
p a rtic ip a te  in th is  y e a r 's  count. The 
count period w ill include three weekends 
and w ill encompass the period December 
17, 1983, to January 2, 1984, inc lu sive . 
S p ec ific  dates for cen tra l New Mexico 
Audubon Counts have not been estab lished  
yet, but w ill be announced at the regular 
meeting in  November. To a id  you in  
long-range planning, the 1984 CBC w ill 
f a l l  between Dec. 18, 1984, and Jan. 2, 
1985; and the 1985 CBC will f a l l  between 
Dec. 18, 1985, and Jan. 5, 1986.

O ctober -  November 1983

GET OUT THE COUNTERS I

This OWL includes approximate dates for 
the 1983 Albuquerque^ Bosque del Apache 
NWR, and Sandia Mountain Christmas Bird 
Counts. This note is  a l i t t l e  pep ta lk  
to  get more Central NM Audubon Society 
members involved in these counts.

Christmas Bird Counts (CBCs) are fun . 
This is  a w onderful o p p o rtu n ity  fo r  
beginning and interm ediate b ird e rs  to
bird with and learn from the experienced 
b ird e rs  in our m idst. There is  not a 
competition among the birders, but a team 
e f fo r t  to push up the a rea  t o t a l .  I 
recently reviewed the l a s t  15 years of 
CBCs for our three counts. In general, 
when the number of counters has been low, 
the count has been low a lso . For exam
ple, vhen there were only two counters

a t Bosque on two occasions, the number of 
species seen was less than 60; while good 
years, with moderate coverage, the number 
of species is  always in the 80s or 90s. 
The point of a l l  th is  is  th a t recen tly  
the number of counters has been low, and 
the species to ta l has been affec ted . I t  
would be nice to se t some goals for our 
CBCs, say 60 fo r Sandia Mountain (th e  
high count for the la s t 15 years was 59), 
90 fo r Albuquerque ( la s t  year we s u r 
passed 80 for the f i r s t  time with only 10 
counters), and 100 for Bosque (best is  97 
+ 3 count week b irds). These goals would 
add an element of challenge th a t  would 
make the CBCs more fun. Come out and 
join the FUN! —Dale Stahlecker

GULLS MAKE COMEBACK

An estim ated 16,500 C a lifo rn ia  g u l ls  
hatched th is  season on islands in Mono 
Lake, where fa llin g  w ater le v e ls  had 
eliminated v irtually  a ll  of la s t season's 
g u ll chicks. I t  was the  ru n o ff from 
heavy w in ter snows th a t  came to  the  
gu lls ' rescue, not the e f fo r ts  of con
servationists to reduce the Los Angeles 
water department's excessive d iversions 
from the lake 's headwaters. Meanwhile, 
the legal victory won by conservationists 
la s t  winter in the long fight to curb the 
diversions has brightened the future pros
pects of Mono's gulls and other w ildlife.

—R.L.T.
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SCHOLARSHIP WINNER 
RELATES PLEASURES OF CAMP

Every year CNMAS awards a scholarship to 
a deserving New Mexico te a c h e r . The 
scholarship is to the Audubon Camp of the 
West. Michael Loughrey, our 1982-83 
Scholarship Winner, has th is to say about 
Camp of the West:

"Dear Central N.M. Audubon Society, I am 
presently down in Silver City attending a 
bus d riv er 's  in stitu te  so that I w ill be 
able to use our school van to do some of 
the  f ie ld  experiences th a t  I le a rn ed  
about at the Audubon Camp of the West.

While in Wyoming attending the camp, I 
was equally impressed with the loca tion  
as well as the expertise of the in s tru c 
tional s ta ff .

I applied for the scholarship so th a t by 
attending the Camp I could learn  about 
eco log ica l in te r re la t io n s h ip s  th a t  I 
could then pass on to my students in the 
public schools and on summer w ilderness 
adventures in the Rockies. I also needed 
to  become more familiar with the aspects 
of the natural environment and to  learn  
hands-on techniques to teach these con
cepts to my students.

I fee l my expectations were more than  
sa tis fied . Hie enthusiasm and concern of 
the Wyoming s ta ff  was contagious and the 
curiosity  and questioning strategies were 
invaluable lessons.

I am very g ra te fu l th a t  you o f f e r  an 
annual Scholarship and th a t I was the  
1983 receipient. I have no doubt that mv 
students w ill be the ones who w ill bene
f i t  from the a tt i tu d e s , s tra te g ie s  and 
knowledge that I gained a t the Camp.

I w ill look forward to presenting a slide 
show a t your October 20 meeting.

Sincerely,
(Signed) Michael Loughrey"

FIELD TRIP REPORT

A dozen people now know where P e te 's  
Restaurant i s ,  the gathering place for 
our birding expedition to San Pedro Wash 
on September 10. Beginning our trek  a l 
most precisely on the Bernalillo-Sandoval 
County line and just to the east of High
way 14, we walked south for about a mile, 
in or near the heavily eroded arroyo that 
runs through much of th is private domain. 
Although dry at the beginning, the arroyo 
eventually became a respectable waterway, 
bordered by dense brush and t r e e s  of 
su b s tan tia l s ta tu re , such as w illow s, 
cottonwoods, and Russian olives.

Among the almost 50 sp e c ie s  of b ird s  
collectively seen were re la tiv e ly  large 
numbers Of AUDUBON WARBLERS, WESTERN 
TANAGERS, and ROCK WRENS, th e  l a t t e r  
happily exploring the various nooks and 
crannies generously provided by massive 
sandbank form ations. Other b irds who 
cooperated with us by allowing a close 
approach included the CASSIN'S SOLITARY 
VIREO (s im ila r  in  appearance to  the  
e a s te rn  form ), WESTERN WOOD PEWEE, 
BUSHTIT, ORANGE-CROWNED WRABLER, LARK 
SPARROW, LAZULI BUNTING (the only elusive 
one in the group here enumerated), SAGE 
THRASHER, and RED CROSSBILL.

Incidentally, anyone wishing to overdose 
on CROSSBILLS can do so simply by being 
anywhere along the eastern  slope of the 
Sandias from Sandia Park to  the C rest. 
Attracted by maturing cones of v ir tu a lly  
every local species of co n ife r, th ese  
birds have reached a peak of abundance 
unprecedented during my nine-year exper
ience here. They are easy to observe 
lined up on u t i l i ty  wires, clustered near 
the  tops of spruce tre e s  knocking o ff  
cones, d rin k in g  and b a th in g  in  mud 
puddles, or ju s t  fly ing  back and fo rth  
incessantly calling "kip-kip-kip."

The t r ip  came to a delightfully  re fre sh 
ing denouement when we had lunch at the 
house of Ruth and Van Luhrs a t nearby 
Sandia Knolls.

O ctober - Novem ber 1983

—Hart R. Schwarz
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hare bird alert

The CNMAS Rare Bird A lert is  being re 
organized. i f  you are in te r e s te d  in 
nearing about rare  b ird s  im m ediately 
a t t e r  they a re  d isco v e red , and a re  
w illing  to make two c a l l s  to  o th e r s ,  
please call Barbara Hussey 292-5626 NOW!

ROSS' RAVIN'S

Hi Folks! I t  seems as i f  i t  was only 
yesterday th a t I was re p o r tin g  e a r ly  
spring sightings, and asking fo r rep o rts  
o f nesting  b irds w ithin your scope o f 
observation . Now summer is  gone, and 
fa l l  migration is  well underway. Steve 
Hoffman t e l l s  me he and h is  crew have 
already banded over 100 migrating hawks. 
He o b se rv e d  h i s  f i r s t  sou thbound  
PEREGRINE on August 28. B ill  Stone of 
Santa Fe reported substantial numbers of 
hawks along S ta te  Road 41 n o r th  o f  
M oria rty  in  l a t e  A ugust, and Wayne 
P ren tice  ca lled  to  say he had seen an 
enormous number (estim ated a t 2000) of 
large buteos, possibly FERRUGINOUS HAWKS, 
along the d i tc h  sou th  of Bosque d e l 
Apache. After Labor Day I saw four adult

GOLDEN EAGLES between Las Cruces and 
Bosque del Apache on September 7th.

On recent v i s i t s  to  B i t t e r  Lakes and 
Bosque del Apache, good numbers of shore- 
birds were present. Most numerous were 
AVOCETS, BLACK-NECKED STILTS, SNOWY 
EGRETS, GREATER YELLOWLEGS, WILSON'S 
PHALARDPES, U5AST & WESTERN SANDPIPERS, 
GREAT BLUE HERONS and WHITE-FACED IBIS. 
Less numerous were SPOTTED SANDPIPERS, 
SOLITARY SANDPIPER, LESSER YELLOWLEGS, a 
sin g le  OSPREY, a SANDERLING, and two 
NORTHERN EHALAROPES a t B itte r  Lakes, as 
well as RING-BILLED GULLS, FORSTER'S 
TERN, and two LEAST TERNS, and a t Bosque 
del Apache a small flock of BLACK TERNS.

The most exciting  recent repo rt was a 
ca ll from Kathy Wbod of the B itte r  Lakes 
Refuge s ta f f  on September 2nd th a t she 
had spotted a ROSEATE SPOONBILL th a t  day 
on Unit 16. Hal H allett called on Labor 
Day to say the bird was s t i l l  th e re , and 
several Roswell birders had seen i t ,  but 
so fa r  none had managed to  get a good 
picture. This is  a f i r s t  sigh ting  fo r 
the  s ta te ,  but can be l i s t e d  only  as 
hypothetical un til i t  can be adequately 
documented. Dustin and Sue Huntington 
were there on Sunday, but did not find i t  
among the 150-200 SNOWY EGRETS feeding on 
the  U nit. I a lso  went to  Roswell on 
Tuesday, arriving a t the refuge a t 7:30 
A.M. For five hours I searched d iligen t
ly , but to no avail. Lee M arlette , the 
refuge manager, and several o thers to ld  
me they had seen the SPOONBILL several 
times during the weekend. However, no 
one had seen i t ,  or reported seeing i t ,  
up u n til  12:30 P.M. on September 6 th . 
There is  not much room to question th a t 
i t  was there, undoubtedly an acciden tal 
occurrence as a re s u lt  of the e a r l i e r  
tornadoes in the Gulf area. But i t  would 
be g rea t to  have a good photograph to  
support the sighting.

The banding operation a t the Rio Grande 
Nature Center confirms the passage of the 
f i r s t  waves of fa ll  migrants. By far the 
predominant species being n e tte d  a re  
immature sparrows of the Spizella genus. 
As might be expected, CHIPPING SPARROWS
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are most numerous, but there  is  a good 
mixture of CLAY-COLORED and BREWERS 
SPARROWS in  about equal p ro p o rtio n . 
There is  also a sprinkling of w arblers: 
WILSON'S, ORANGE-CROWNED, and VIRGINIA'S. 
We've also banded a few LAZULI BUNTINGS, 
a couple of GRASSHOPPER SPARROWS, and an 
AMERICAN KESTREL. Of course, we see many 
birds that do not get into the nets, such 
as SHARP-SHINNED and COOPER'S HAWK, 
NORTHERN HARRIER (MARSH HAWK),NIGHT- 
HAWKS, GREATER ROADRUNNER, and many 
o th ers  which we may or may not ne t in  
small numbers.

Among the unusual th ings reported were 
RED CROSSBILLS a t Harms Ranch near Sandia 
Park early in August. This is  pretty  low 
for them. A RUSTY BLACKBIRD reported  by 
Darwin Miller at Chama was both early and 
west of where they have been previously 
reported. And a NORTHERN WATERTHRUSH in 
Les Hawkins' yard, away from w ater, in 
the far N.E. Heights. Not as unusual, 
but s t i l l  in te re s tin g  were a LADDER- 
BACKED WOODPECKER in Ethyl Ringer's apple 
tree ; EVENING GROSBEAKS at a seed feeder, 
and a NORTHERN ORIOLE a t a hummingbird 
feeder in the Sandia Park area, reported 
by Barbara Su tti. Pat Basham has had a 
p a ir  of PHAINOPEPLA in  her yard a l l  
summer. Joanne Philips had an immature 
VIRGINIA RAIL a t Shady Lakes, and R ita 
Nicholas called to say the SCALED QUAIL 
have returned to  the a rea  behind her 
t r a i l e r  a f te r  having been ab sen t fo r
severa l years. In mid-August Darwin 
Miller spotted a TOWNSEND'S WARBLER a t 
Capulin Spring. Finally, the week I was 
in Canada, Pat Basham spotted a CALLIOPE 
HUMMINGBIRD a t my feeder. When I g o t 
home the hummingbirds were more numerous 
than they had been a l l  summer, m ostly 
because of the  a r r iv a l  o f immature 
RUFOUS. I s t i l l  have both immature and 
adu lt BLACK-CHINNED and RUFOUS a t the  
feeders. But I have s t i l l  to  sp o t a 
CALLIOPE th is  year in my yard.

Speaking of the Canadian t r ip ,  i t  was 
GREAT 1 The weather was warm and sunny 
(almost too warm for com fort), the food 
and accommodations very good, the people 
very  h e lp fu l and f r ie n d ly ,  and th e

program outstanding. The b irds were no 
d ifferen t than one might expect to see
here, with one or two exceptions. Fort 
Smith is  the hone of the northernmost and 
only river nesting population of WHITE 
PELICANS on the North American continent, 
and of course, Wood Buffalo National Park 
encompasses the nesting grounds of the 
natural flock of WHOOPING CRANES.

We had both a ir  and ground t r ip s  to  the 
accessible portions of Wood Buffalo NP, 
and saw a number of p a irs  of WHOOPING 
CRANES and some of th e ir  chicks. There 
is  much I would lik e  to share with you 
about that tr ip . I ' l l  t ry  to get some
thing written up about i t  in time for the 
next BURROWING OWL.

The California tr ip  was mostly occupied 
with family a c t iv i t ie s ,  so very l i t t l e  
time was spent in birding. We did travel 
to  Northern C a lifo rn ia  along the coast 
and were p le a s e d  to  s p o t  PIGEON 
GUILLEMOTS and BRANDT'S OORMORANTS again. 
And, of co u rse , i t  i s  a lw ays awe
inspiring to wander among the giant OOAST 
REDWOODS. Although we saw over 80 
species of b ird s , we saw no new ones. 
We've come to expect and enjoy seeing the 
YELLOW-BILLED MAGPIES in th e  c e n tra l  
valley. They were not too numerous at 
that season.

Let me know what you see during the f a l l  
m ig ra tio n , and remember I have th e
necessary permits to pick up any dead or 
in ju re d  b i r d s .  C a ll me anytim e a t  
265-8962. That's i t  for th is  time. So 
long, and good birding.

—R.L.T.

P.S. I s t i l l  have on hand a small supply 
of the Huntingtons' Rare and Unusual 
Birds, Hubbard's Revised Checklist of the 
Birds of New Mexico, and most of the Lane 
Bird Finding Guides. See me if  you would 
lik e  to  o b ta in  cop ies of any of the  
above.
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