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CALENDAR

Welcome! C en tra l New Mexico Audubon 
Society meets the th ird  Thursday o f each 
month a t 7:30 P.M., S t. Timothy's Luther­
an Church, Copper and J e f fe r s o n , N .E . 
Nonmembers are welcome a t  a l l  m ee tin g s, 
f ie ld  t r ip s ,  and special events.

SATURDAY, APRIL 23—Field Trip

Sally  Douglas w ill lead  a t r a i l  m ain te ­
nance  g ro u p  on S a tu rd a y , A p r i l  2 3 , 
s ta r tin g  a t  8:30 A.M. u n til  around noon. 
Meeting place is  a t the corner of Tramway 
and th e  F o re s t Road to  th e  Ju an  Tabo 
p icn ic  area, about one mile no rth  o f the  
tu rn o ff to  the Tram. Bring w ater and a 
snack . S a lly  must know who i s  coming 
before A pril 22. 821-5551, evenings.

SATURDAY-SUNDAY, APRIL 16 & 17-New Mexico 
O rnithological Society Meeting and F ie ld  
Trips The NMDS w ill hold t h e i r
annual meeting in S ilver C ity th is  year. 
There w ill be a s lid e  show on A pril 16 a t 
8:30 followed by a meeting and p re s e n ta ­
tio n  of papers u n til  5 P.M. Lunch w ill  
be $2. The 7 P.M. banquet w ill be $6.

Sunday f ie ld  t r ip s  w ill be to  Redrock and 
the  G ila Valley, p o ss ib ly  Cherry Creek. 
Call Sue Huntington, 831-5755, fo r  more 
in fo rm a tio n . For d in n e r r e s e r v a t io n s  
w rite  Bruce Hayward a t Route 8 , Box 160, 
S ilv e r C ity , NM, 88061.

THURSDAY, APRIL 21 -  Regular Meeting

Two UNM biology s tu d en ts  w il l  p re se n t a 
dual program:

(1) Luke George w il l  p re s e n t a s l i d e  
program o f o rn i th o lo g ic a l  re se a rc h  in  
Baja, C aliforn ia.

(2) Nancy J o s te  w il l  g iv e  us in s id e  
in fo rm atio n  about th e  c o lo r f u l  Acorn 
Woodpeckers o f New Mexico, i l l u s t r a t e d  
with s lid e s .

FRIDAY, APRIL 22 -  Field Trip

Half-day bird walk w ith H art Schwarz in 
lower Embudito Canyon to  g e t acquain ted  
w ith  b reed ing  sparrow s, inc lud ing  th e  
Black-Chinned. Meet a t  7:30 A.M. near 
the s t i l e  a t  the entrance of the  canyon. 
From the in te rse c tio n  o f  Montgomery and 
Tramway, go e a s t  1/2 m ile  to  Glenwood 
H ills  B lvd., then 1/2 m ile  n o rth  to  the  
s t i l e .  C a ll H art a t  266-1810 fo r  more 
information.

SATURDAY-SUNDAY, APRIL 23 & 24 -  New 
Mexico Audubon Council Meeting

The NMAC w il l  meet a t  1:00 P.M. in  th e  
V is ito rs  Center a t the Bosque d e l Apache 
NWR. More i n f o r m a t io n  s h o u ld  be 
availab le  on the R andall Davey p ro p erty



BURROWING OWL 2 April - May 1983

SATURDAY, MAY 14 -  Spring Bird Counta c q u i s i t i o n .  F ie ld  t r i p  on S unday  
m orning, meet a t  7:00 A.M. a t  Refuge 
headquarters. Call Evelyn & George Price 
(242-6604) o r Darwin M ille r  (265-6361) 
fo r more in fo rm a tio n . A ll members a re  
welcome a t  e i th e r  th e  m ee tin g  o r  th e  
f ie ld  t r ip .

SATURDAY, APRIL 30 -  Field Trip

V is i t  P r i e s t  Canyon in  th e  s o u th e rn  
Manzanos with Darwin M ille r . T his a l l ­
day t r ip  should produce many in te r e s t in g  
m ig ra n ts . Meet a t  th e  UNM P h y s ic s  & 
Astronomy B uild ing  park ing  l o t ,  Yale & 
Lomas N .E., a t 7:00 A.M. Bring lunch and 
water. Call Darwin a t 265-6361.

THURSDAY, MAY 5 -  Board Meeting

Board meeting a t 7:30 P.M. a t the home of 
Sally  Douglas, 6325 C o lleen , N .E .. A ll 
members welcome.

SATURDAY, MAY 7 -  Field Trip

A very specia l t r ip  to  the Zuni R eserva­
t io n  led  by two lo c a l  e x p e r t s ,  John  
T rochet and F a th e r  T e r ra n c e  R hodes. 
Numerous small lakes a t t r a c t  an unusual 
a rray  of shore  and w ater b ird s  a t  t h i s  
tim e . Meet a t  the  R.V. Campground a t  
Black RDck and allow a t le a s t  45 m inutes 
to  g e t th e r e  i f  you s p e n t  th e  n ig h t  
e ith e r  in  Gallup or the El Morro National 
Monument Campground. Donna B roudy  
(2 6 8 -9647 ) w i l l  g l a d l y  a n sw e r  any 
questions you might have.

SUNDAY, MAY 8 -  Field Trip

Ib is  half-day t r ip  to  El Morro can be an 
extension of the p rev ious d a y 's  b ird in g  
o r i t  can be done separa te ly . Meet lead­
e r  Arch McCallum a t  8 :0 0  A.M. a t  th e  
V isitor's Center. He knows the Zuni Mts. 
well and w ill be able to  show us areas in 
the  Monument not o rd in a r i ly  open to  th e  
pub lic . Lewis' Wbodpeckers and a v arie ty  
of ra p to rs  a re  expec ted . A rc h 's  long­
d istance  number is  862-7503. Donna Broudy 
can also  give you information.

Albuquerque Annual B ird  C oun t. Many 
volunteers a t a l l  lev e ls  of expertise  are 
needed to  cover th e  a re a  a d e q u a te ly .  
Please c a l l  H art Schwarz (266-1810) i f  
you would l ik e  to  coun t b i r d s  in  th e  
mountains, Dustin H untington (831-5755) 
i f  you oould count in the va lley .

THURSDAY, MAY 19 -  Annual Meeting

Annual Meeting of the Central New Mexico 
Audubon Society a t S t. Timothy's L u ther­
an Church. Potluck dinner s ta r t s  a t  6:30 
P.M., meeting and e lec tio n  of o ff ic e rs  a t 
7:30 P.M.

The Washburn Award w i l l  be p re s e n te d . 
Bring a generous portion  of your fav o rite  
d ish  and tab lew are  fo r  your own u s e . 
B ev erag es  w i l l  be p r o v i d e d .  C a l l  
H o s p ita l i ty  Chairwoman, E velyn  Jo n e s  
(298-9130), i f  you can h e lp  w ith  th e  
setup , decorations, e tc .

The program w ill be p resen te d  by b io lo ­
g i s t  John Spau ld ing , who w il l  show us 
s lid e s  of h is  t r ip s  to  Galapagos.

THURSDAY, MAY 1,9 -  Deadline fo r Burrowing 
Owl m ateria l.

THURSDAY-SUNDAY, MAY 19-22 -  Cooper 
O rnithological Meeting

The annual meetings o f th e  Cooper O rn i­
tho log ical Society and the Western B ird - 
Banding Association w ill be held  jo in t ly  
on May 19-22, 1983, a t the U n iv e rs ity  o f 
New Mexico in  Albuquerque. CNMAS is  one 
o f the sponsors of the meeting. The pro­
gram w ill include papers, dem onstra tions 
o f banding techniques, m otion p ic tu r e s ,  
and f ie ld  t r ip s .  O rn itho log ists from a l l  
p a r t s  o f  t h e  c o u n t r y  w i l l  be  i n  
attendance.

CNMAS members are welcome to  attend paper 
sessions f r e e  o f charge . F ie ld  t r i p s ,  
banquet, e tc . ,  w ill need a r e g i s t r a t i o n  
fee . Call Mary Alice Root (277-3411) or 
Evelyn Price (242-6604) fo r  more informa­
tio n . I f  you can help with re g is tra tio n /
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h o s t a c t i v i t i e s  on May 20 ( F r id a y ) ,  
p lease  c a l l  the above numbers.

SATURDAY, MAY 28 -  Field Trip

Spend an evening in  th e  S a n d ia s  n e a r  
W aterfall Canyon and maybe beyond. The 
Poor-W ills should be c a llin g , w ith  Whip- 
poor-w ills and owls being p o s s ib i l i t ie s .  
Meet by the in te rse c tio n  o f Tramway and 
the  Forest Road going up to  the Juan Tabo 
p icn ic  area a t 5:00 P.M. and be p repared  
to  stay  u n t i l  10:00 P.M. Bring f l a s h ­
l ig h ts .  Leader: Hart Schwarz (266-1810)-.

THURSDAY, JUNE 2 -  Annual Board Potluck

Potluck dinner for past and present board 
members and spouses s t a r t s  a t  6:30 P.M. 
a t  the home of Barbara Hussey, 3708 Gen. 
Chennault N.E. (292-5626). Bring food to  
sh a re  and fo ld in g  c h a i r s  i f  you have 
them. Meeting s ta r ts  a t 7:30 P.M.

FRIDAY-SUNDAY, JUNE 3-5 -  Breeding B ird 
Survey

During the f i r s t  weekend in June NMDLuZZ 
conducting i t s  second s i t e  su rvey , t h i s  
time on Mt. Taylor. The purpose o f t h i s  
e f fo r t  is  to  catalog th e  b reed ing  b ird s  
o f a p a r t ic u la r  a re a , w ith s p e c ia l  em­
p h a s i s  on some o f  th e  l e s s e r  known 
species. For more in fo rm atio n  c o n ta c t 
Arch McCallum (1-862-7503).

PRESIDENT'S COMMENTS

A pril and May are among th e  most a c tiv e  
months for our chapter.

-The n o m in a tin g  com m ittee  w i l l  be 
looking fo r  c an d id a te s  fo r  o f f i c e r s  
and committee members. If  you have any 
nom inations o r would l i k e  to  h e lp  
CNMAS in  some sm a ll way y o u r s e l f ,  
p le a se  c a l l  one o f  th e  n o m in a tin g  
comm ittee members: E d ith  Johnson  
(255-0307), Helen R iddell (294-6096), 
o r Hart Schwarz (266-1810).

-The Washburn Award may be given to  a 
government employee who has been o u t­
standing in  w ild life  conservation.

-The annual meeting is  planned fo r  May 
19. We need help  s e t t in g  up ta b le s ,  
providing cut flowers from gardens for 
tab le  decorations, and ideas o r dona­
t io n s  o f door p r iz e s .  C a ll E velyn  
Jones (298-9130).

-The Spring Bird Count w il l  be in  May 
(see calendar). Call Hart Schwarz for 
information (266-1810).

-S p rin g  i s  a lso  th e  tim e  f o r  e x t r a  
b ird ing  f i e l d  t r i p s  and t r a i l  main­
te n a n c e  p a r t i e s .  S a l ly  D o u g la s  
(821-8551) has very  k in d ly  consented 
to  be our new " T ra il  Boss" f o r  ou r 
adopted t r a i l  in th e  S and ias . Thank 
you, Sally!

-Also on May 19-22, we a re  one o f the  
sponsors of the Cooper O rn ith o lo g ic a l 
S o c ie ty  m eeting being held  a t  UNM. 
D etails in th is  issue.

I am very unhappy to  r e p o r t  t h a t  th e  
Gallup Area chapter has d isbanded . The 
money l e f t  over in  t h e i r  t re a s u ry  was 
donated to  us and we have turned i t  over 
to  th e  NM Audubon C o u n c il 's  S an c tu ary  
Fund. (Sanctuary Fund do n a tio n s can be 
se n t to  Jim  Karo -  a d d re s s  and phone 
number on Page Si). Wfe hope th a t sometime 
in  th e  near fu tu re  th e  G allup c h a p te r  
w ill again be back!

In March, Rhea Copening, National Audubon 
Society Southwest Regional R epresen ta ­
t iv e ,  was in Albuquerque to  p re se n t our 
March program as w ell as a f i e ld  t r i p  
leaders workshop a t the Rio Grande Nature 
Center, sponsored by NAS and CNMAS. The 
workshop was v e il attended by CNMAS mem­
bers , teachers, and Nature Center docents 
who are volunteers he lp ing  w ith  a c t i v i ­
t i e s  for the public th e re .  Although i t  
rained much of the day, the p a r t ic ip a n ts  
were s t i l l  able to g e t o u ts id e  fo r  p a r t  
o f  th e  h ig h ly  u se fu l and in fo rm a t iv e  
session.

Mike Brown, a s s i s t a n t  d i r e c to r  o f th e  
cen ter, also attended th e  workshop. He 
expressed h is  ap p rec ia tio n  to  CNMAS and 
NAS as w ell as Rhea f o r  b r in g in g  th e



workshop h e re  so th e  d o c e n ts  a t  th e  
c e n te r  could b e n e f i t  from  i t .  CNMAS 
th a n k s  Mike and th e  RGNC s t a f f  f o r  
allowing us to  hold i t  there!

One l a s t  n o te :  I t ' s  tim e  to  s t a r t  
th in k in g  about summer v a c a tio n s . The 
National Audubon S o c ie ty  w il l  hold i t s  
b i e n n i a l  c o n v e n tio n  in  E s te s  P a r k ,  
C olorado, t h i s  summer. See Audubon 
Magazine fo r fu rth er d e ta i ls .

Barbara Hussey
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DOOR PRIZES NEEDED

P art of the fun of our annual meeting and 
potluck supper i s  th e  awarding o f door 
p rize s . Can you contribute a door p r iz e  
to  add to  the fun? Both serious and s i l ly  
p r iz e s  a re  needed. C a ll Evelyn Jo n e s  
(298-9130). Evelyn can a lso  use h e lp  
with se tu p , d e c o ra tio n s , e t c . , fo r  the

BREEDING WARBLERS OF THE SANDIAS 

Hart R. Schwarz

Almost everyone f in d s  d e l i g h t  a t  th e  
s igh t of a member o f the  w arb le r t r ib e  
because of i t s  vivid colors and g ra c e fu l 
movements. Though here in New Mexico we 
d o n 't witness the sp e c ta c u la r  m ig ra tio n  
waves of the E ast, we have our good share 
of nesting warblers as well as i n t e r e s t ­
ing vagrants. B ird e rs , looking fo r  th e  
t h r i l l  th a t  only  an extreme r a r i t y  can 
provide, usually find  i t  among th e  war­
b le rs . In fa c t, over a p e riod  o f tim e, 
the extraordinary w arb le rs g r e a t ly  o u t­
number the ordinary cries, so th a t  in  the  
Sandias, for example, there  have been a t 
le a s t  20 of the former and about 8 o f the 
l a t t e r .  The s t a t e 's  f i r s t  and o n ly  
Louisiana W aterthrush was d iscovered  in 
Cienega Canyon th ree  years ago and stands 
as the  q u in te s s e n t ia l  exam ple o f  th e  
"inpossib le ."

in  th e  S an d ias , b r i e f ly  touch ing  upon 
where and when they  might be found. A 
few comments re la tin g  to  songs w il l  a lso  
be added, b u t s in c e  th e s e  a re  o f t e n  
d i f f i c u l t  to  d e sc r ib e  o r to  t r a n s l i t ­
e r a t e ,  my in te r p r e t a t i o n  i s  o n ly  one 
among many p o s s ib i l i t ie s .  However, i f  an 
attempt is  made to  attune one 's awareness 
to  the pervasive but unobtrusive sing ing  
o f w arblers, i t  w ill d e f in i t e ly  f a c i l i ­
t a te  the work of f in d in g  them in  t h e i r  
various niches of concealm ent. I t  w il l  
a lso  help in  p ick ing  our r a r i t i e s  when 
something to ta l ly  unfam iliar is  heard.

1. ORANGE-CROWNED WARBLER: Seen from 
A p ril 18 to  O ctober 22, t h i s  b i r d  i s  
uncommon in  spring and summer, but c lo se  
to  abundant in the fo o th ills  during  Sep­
tember and e a r ly  O ctober, when R ab b it­
brush becomes a f a v o r i te  food. During 
summer th e  Orange-Crowned i s  u s u a l ly  
found near 9000 fe e t or higher in  brushy 
h a b ita t such as can be found a t  C apulin 
Spring, Osha Spring, and halfw ay up th e  
Tree Spring t r a i l .  The song i s  f a i r l y  
easy to  recognize, consisting  of a feeble 
b u t  r a p id  t r i l l ,  w hich v a r i e s  o n ly  
s l ig h tly  in p itch  towards the end.

2. VIRGINIA'S WARBLER: T his abundant 
w arb le r shows th e  l e a s t  v a r i a t i o n  in  
m igration tim es, appearing p u n c tu a lly  on 
A pril 18 and departing  on September 28. 
I t  gradually works i t s  way up the  moun­
ta in  u n til  nearly every oak-covered h i l l ­
side  resounds with h is  joyous but monoto­
nous melody from about 7000 f e e t  a l l  th e  
way up to  the c re s t. Cienega Canyon is  as 
good a place as any to  find th is  warbler, 
but then th a t  can be sa id  about alm ost 
any o ther lo c a tio n  in  th e  S and ias . The 
song is  basica lly  tw o-parted  and may be 
rendered as "CLEE-CLEE-CLEE-Clij-CLtJ-CLD," 
w ith  th e  second h a lf  u su a lly  lower in  
p itc h , but maintaining an even tempo.

3. YELLOW-RUMPED (AUBUDON'S) WARBLER: 
T his i s  th e  only w arb ler l ik e ly  to  be 
found in New Mexico in  the w inter, but in 
th e  Sandias I  have re c o rd s  o n ly  from  
A pril 11 to  December 10. I t s  a lt i tu d in a l 
range is  s im ila r to  th a t of the preceding 
species, but i t  does show a decided p re f-
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In the following annotated l i s t ,  however,
I  am including only the breeding w a rb le rs
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erence fo r the c o n ife rs  o f  th e  Canadian 
and Hudsonian zones. One o f the  b e s t  
p laces to  observe Audubon's w arb le rs  is  
a t  Capulin Spring, where they f re q u e n tly  
descend onto the hollow log fo r d rin k in g  
and bathing. As for the song, i t s  loose  
and variab le  s tru c tu re  makes remembering 
i t  d i f f ic u l t .  Perhaps one could describe 
i t  b e s t  as a la id -b a c k  kind o f w arb le  
which f a l t e r s  in  th e  end f o r  la c k  o f  
energy.

4. BLACK-THROATED GRAY WARBLER: This 
handsome bird of the juniper-pinyon fo r ­
e s ts  occurs from A p ril 18 to  September 
24. Though widespread in  i t s  p re fe r re d  
h a b ita t, i t  is  never common, even becom­
ing ra re  by Septem ber. When seen  o r 
heard, the  B lack-Throated Gray is  p a r­
t ic u la r ly  welcome as the animating s p i r i t  
o f the pinyon woodland where r e l a t iv e ly  
few birds dwell. I t  can be observed with 
ease in Hondo Canyon, along th e  nearby 
Mystery t r a i l ,  and, on th e  west s id e  of 
the  Sandias, along the Piedra L isa t r a i l .  
This warbler belongs in the "g ifted" ca t­
egory, having a t le a s t  two very d iffe re n t 
songs. Perhaps to  give the b ird er a break, 
the  primary song is  a cinch to  remember & 
often  heard throughout the b e tte r  p a rt of 
the  day. T ra n s li te ra te d , i t  might look 
lik e  th is :  " tz e e - tz e e - tz e e - tz e e '- tz e e " ;  
th e  fo u r th  s y l l a b l e  i s  a c c e n te d  and 
stands a t the apex of a l i t t l e  crescendo.

5. GRACE’S WARBLER: This b ird  appears on 
t e r r i t o r y  as e a r ly  as A p ril 13 and i s  
gone again by September 28, though very 
few individuals are seen during th e  l a s t  
month of th e ir  sojourn h e re . I t  i s  ex­
tremely ra re , even in m igration, to  find  
a G race's very fa r  from a Ponderosa pine, 
so intim ately is  i t  associated w ith  t h i s  
in d ica to r t r e e  o f the  T ra n s it io n  zone. 
I t  must be a brave l i t t l e  b ird  indeed , 
re tu rn ing  as e a r ly  as i t  does when the  
c h i l l  of winter s t i l l  lin g e rs  in  th e  a i r  
and p a tch es o f snow s t i l l  c l in g  to  a 
soggy e a r th .  That i s  su re ly  th e  tim e  
when an almost fo rg o tte n  song can cheer 
th e  h e a r t  t h a t  y e a rn s  f o r  s p r in g  to  
a rriv e  a t la s t .  U sually  I  look  fo r  and 
find the f i r s t  G race's warbler in Cienega
Canyon but not before I hear i t  s in g in g . 
The song i s  o f two p a r ts  and e n e rg e t i ­
c a l ly  execu ted . I t  sounds l ik e  t h i s :  
" che-che-che-che chi-chi-ch  i  -ch  i  -ch  i  -  
c h i."  The f i r s t  p a r t  i s  somewhat slow

and emphatic—the second much f a s t e r  and 
on a higher p itch , though not to  f a s t  as 
to  run in to  a t r i l l .

6. YELLOW-BREASTED CHAT: There i s  a t  
le a s t  one record of a chat nesting in  the 
Sandias, but th is  may have been an is o ­
la ted  occu rrence . I  have no t seen th e  
b ird  there during the past nine years.

7. McGILLIVRAY' S WARBLER: I have not yet 
had an A pril sighting of th is  b ird  in the 
Sandias. The e a r l ie s t  date so fa r  is  May 
3 and th e  l a t e s t  O ctober 10. D uring 
m ig ra tio n  in  May and S ep tem ber th e s e  
w a rb le rs  a re  f a i r l y  numerous w herever 
scrubby groundcover obtains, bu t by June 
they have estab lished  them selves on th e  
upper t i e r  of the m ountain, u su a lly  be­
tween 8500 fe e t and 9500 fe e t and usually 
n ear w a te r. I  have had a few summer 
s ig h t in g s  in  p la c e s  such  as C ienega  
Canyon (7600'), but th a t is  the exception 
to  the ru le . Capulin and Osha S p rin g s , 
on th e  o th e r  hand, p ro v id e  e x c e l l e n t  
h a b i ta t  f o r  t h i s  s e c r e t i v e ,  g ro u n d ­
dwelling species. I n i t i a l l y ,  the  song, 
"CHAY-CHAY-CHAY CHI-CHI-CHI," can be 
somewhat confusing  because i t  b e a rs  a 
resemblance to  the V irg in ia 's  song. How­
ever, in the f i r s t  p a rt the no tes have a 
s l ig h t  burry qua lity  and the second h a lf  
usually  r is e s  a l i t t l e  in p itch  while the 
tempo remains even.

8. RED-RACED WARBLER: Pound n e s tin g  in  
1982 near Canoncito Spring, th is  b righ tly  
colored warbler is  a welcome recent addi­
tio n  to  the Sandia l i s t .  Previously, the 
Magdalena Mountains west o f Socorro had 
marked the northern lim it of t h i s  b i r d 's  
range. Last year i t  a lso  honored A p ril 
18, the day when many warblers make th e ir  
f i r s t  appearance h e re ; i t  was not seen 
a f te r  Ju ly  9 , bu t th a t  p a r t i c u la r  d a te  
may not necessarily  sign ify  the  app rox i­
mate time of departure. This sp rin g  th e  
b ird  w il l  be eag e rly  searched fo r  n o t 
only a t Canoncito but in other s im ila r ly
situa ted  canyons which l i e  between 7000 
and 8000 fe e t .  However, only tim e w ill  
t e l l  whether the Red-Faced w ill in c re a se  
and m u ltip ly  or w hether i t  w il l  go the  
way of the chat. C ertain ly , h earing  th e  
following sounds would be a good s ig n : 
"Zwi-Zwi-Zwi ( f a s t )  Z w i'-sh i (h ig h e r)  
Wee-si."
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CNMAS AWARDS SCHOLARSHIP WORM $640

Michael Loughrey, te a c h e r  a t  West Mesa 
H ig h , i s  th e  r e c i p i e n t  o f  th e  1983 
C e n tr a l  New M exico Audubon S o c ie ty  
T ea ch e r S c h o la r s h ip  to  th e  Audubon 
Ecology Camp in the West.

He w i l l  a tte n d  th e  two-week camp t h i s  
summer in Dubois, Wyoming, vrtiere he w il l  
p a r tic ip a te  in sem inars, workshops, and 
f ie ld  t r ip s  on ecology and th e  en v iro n ­
m ent. M ich ae l's  s c h o la r s h ip  and th e  
o ther scholarships we have awarded in the 
p a s t  were made p o s s ib le  from p ro ceed s  
from the s a le  o f season t i c k e t s  to  our 
Audubon W ildlife Film S e r ie s  a t  Popejoy 
H all. Congratulations, Michael!

Audubon's four ecology camps and 13 o ther 
workshops and f ie ld  seminars w ill be held 
around th e  coun try  in  th e  n e x t y e a r .  
They are open to  the public . C osts vary  
from $340 to  $790 fo r  th e  o rn ith o lo g y  
seminar in Mexico. Information is  av a il­
a b le  a t  m eetings o r c a l l  292-5626 f o r  
brochure.

AUDUBON SANCTUARY

Randall Davey Sanctuary Update: line open 
house for Audubon members can March 12 was 
well attended. The N a tio n a l o f f i c e  has 
not yet made a f in a l  d e c is io n  to  accep t 
th is  property, but information from Dede 
A rem entrout, Regional V ice P r e s id e n t ,  
ind ica tes th a t  th e  p ro sp e c ts  a re  q u ite  
good. We hope th a t  a d e c is io n  w il l  be 
made before our April 23 Council meeting. 
Those of you who would lik e  more informa­
tio n  please c a ll  Darwin M iller, 265-6361.

NOMINATIONS STILL OPEN

Nominations are now being taken  fo r  th e  
following o ffice s : p residen t, v ice p res- 
dent, tre a su re r, corresponding secre tary , 
reco rd in g  s e c re ta ry ,  and d i r e c to r  f o r  
1983-87. All terms of o ffice  are fo r one 
year (except d ire c to r) .

I f  you would l ik e  to  nom inate someone 
( in c lu d in g  y o u rse lf)  o r would l ik e  to  
serve on the nominating committe, p lea se  
c o n ta c t  B a rb a ra  H ussey (2 9 2 -5 6 2 6 ) .  
E lections w ill be held  on May 19 a t  th e  
CNMAS annual meeting.
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Hi folks! I t  appears th a t  th e  tim e has 
come. "Time for vhat?" you say . W ell, 
i t ' s  the tim e fo r  se v e ra l th in g s :  fo r  
spring m ig ra tio n ; f o r  p u t t in g  ou t your 
hummingbird fe e d e rs ;  fo r  re p o r t in g  un­
usual sightings (to me, 265-8962); fo r  me 
to  come and pick up c a s u a l t i e s  (dead or 
in jured  birds) o f the spring m igration (I 
s t i l l  have F edera l and S ta te  p e rm its ) ;  
fo r me to w rite another column; and fo r  
me to  acknowledge and c o r re c t  an over­
s i g h t  in  my r e c e n t  a r t i c l e  on name 
changes implemented by AOU Supplement 36, 
in  the July  1982 issue of AUK Magazine.

F i r s t ,  to  some of th e  re c e n t s ig h tin g s  
and gossip  about b i r d s .  On March 14 I 
had a c a l l  in  regard  to  a rum or t h a t  
there  is  a wild COMMON CRANE somewhere in 
New Mexico, and had I heard or seen any­
th ing  about i t?  The answer, o f co u rse , 
was no. Since th is  b ird  i s  an E urasian  
and African species, i t s  appearance here  
would indeed be unusual. My f i r s t  rea c ­
tio n  was: i f  such a b ird were indeed here 
i t  would have to  be an escapee from some 
zoo or p riva te  c o lle c t io n . However, my 
c a l le r  pointed out th a t  th e re  a re  th re e  
o r  four reco rd s o f th is  sp e c ie s  in  the  
U.S. east of the Rockies, and one reco rd  
was in New Mexico. This crane was report­
ed from Chavez Gounty in March 1963. That 
would probably be a t  B i t t e r  Lake NWR o r 
somewhere in the Pecos drainage. Dr. Hub­
bard considers th is  sighting  "p ro b ab le ,"  
although i t  is  l is te d  as h y p o th e tica l in 
h is  Annotated C heck list o f the  B irds o f 
New Mexico, 2nd E d itio n , 1978. Whether 
t h i s  l a t e s t  rum or p ro v e s  to  be t r u e  
remains to  be seen.

A ll th a t  makes th e  HOUSE FINCH a t  my 
fe e d e r t h i s  m orning, which was lem on-
yellow where "normal" HOUSE FINCHES a re  
seme shade of red o r o range, seem very 
tame indeed. Of cou rse , th e re  a re  many 
v a r ia t io n s  in  HOUSE,FINCHES, and t h i s  
b ird  i s n ' t  a l l  th a t unusual.

We have had some in te r e s t in g  s ig h tin g s  
t h i s  w in te r . A s in g le ,  m ale GREATER 
SCAUP has been seen repeatedly a t  Bosque 
del Apache NWR, between January  21 and 
the end of February, as have a group of 
th ree  (1 male, 2 fem ale) HOODED MERGAN­
SERS. Dustin and Sue Huntington also  saw 
two DUNLIN th e re  on February 6, w hich 
were s t i l l  th e re  when I  w ent down on 
February 8.
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H art Schwarz re p o r ts  th e re  has been  a 
f lo c k  o f 10-12 CEDAR WAXWINGS in  th e  
Sandias a l l  w inter, as w ell as CASSIN'S 
FINCHES, CRISSAL, CURVE-BILLED, and SAGE 
THRASHERS, BLACK-THROATED, SAGE, BREWER'S 
and CHIPPING SPARROWS. He says GOLDEN- 
CROWNED SPARROWS have been common t h i s  
w inter, w ith  no le s s  than  11 s ig h tin g s  
s in c e  November. Hie n e s t in g  p a i r  o f  
GOLDEN EAGLES are  s t i l l  in  th e  S and ias.
More unusual was a RED-BREASTED SAPSUCKER 
in  the Juan Tabo area early  in December, 
a p a ir  of EASTERN BLUBIRDS a t  M on tice llo  
on February 21, and a WHITE-WINGED type  
DARK-EYED JUNCO a t  a f e e d e r  t h e r e  on 
February 10.

Hart fu rth e r  repo rts th a t a p a ir  o f  WOOD 
DUCKS were a t Shady Lakes February 24-27, 
and the BLACK EHOEBE returned on February 
11, and he saw the f i r s t  NORTHERN ROUGH- 
WINGED SWALLOW there  on February 24.

Dustin and Sue Huntington saw CHESTNUT- 
COLLARED DONGSPURS behind t h e i r  home on 
February 5, as. well as as a WOOD DUCK and 
a GOLDEN-CROWNED SPARROW near C o rra le s  
Bridge on the same date.

In ad d itio n  to  th e  s ig h tin g s  a t  Bosque 
d e l  Apache rep o rte d  above, th e re  have 
been one o r two GOLDEN EAGLES, one to  
th r e e  BALD EAGLES, and many NORTHERN 
HARRIERS and RED-TAILED HAWKS th e r e  
during a l l  of my recent t r ip s .  Others of 
in te re s t  in c lu d e  a PECTORAL SANDPIPER, 
VIRGINIA RAIL, PYRRHUIOXIA, VERDIN, BLACK

and SAY'S PHOEBES, WHITE-CROWNED, CLAY- 
COLORED, BREWER'S, SAVANNAH and SONG 
SPARROWS. Small numbers of sh o re b ird s , 
such as LEAST SANDPIPER, COMMON SNIPE, 
IONG-BILLED DOWITCHER, KILLDEER, GREATER 
and LESSER YELLOWLEGS w ere s e e n  a t  
v a rio u s  tim es between Ja n u a ry  24 and 
February  24. By th e  l a t e r  d a te  o n ly  
th ree  SANDHILL CRANES were seen on th e  
refuge, SNOW GEESE were down to  perhaps 
5-7,000, several CANADA GEESE and about 
11 species of ducks were a lso  observed.

Between February 21 and 27, K a th e rin e  
Burr of Los Lunas called  4 o r 5 tim es to  
r e p o r t  s i g h t in g  10 WHOOPING CRANES 
p a ss in g  n o rth  w ith f lo ck s  o f SANDHILL 
CRANES. The la s t  two she saw together a t 
th e  J a rra le s  S ta te  Refuge near Belen
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As fo r the HUMMINGBIRDS, be su re  to  l e t  
me know of your f i r s t  s ig h tin g s . BROAD­
TAILS should precede BLACK-CHINNED by a 
few days, and both should be here  b e fo re  
the  middle of A pril. S ta rt out g ra d u a lly  
presenting only a small amount o f sy rup , 
and changing i t  before i t  has a chance to  
sour or ferment. I  p r e fe r  a fou r p a r ts  
w a ter to  one p a r t  sugar m ix tu re , j u s t  
brought to  a b o il  and then  coo led . I t  
i s n ' t  n ecessa ry  to  add red  c o lo r in g .  
Once the hummers a rriv e , more feeders and 
sy rup  can be added as needed, bu t n o t 
more than can be used in one or two days^ 

o t  more than  they  w il l  use in  one day 
a f te r  the  w eather g e ts  warm. And wash 
the feeders w ith p la in  warm w ater each 
time before  r e f i l l i n g .  Do no t use any 
detergent!

FLASH! I  j u s t  had a c a l l  from Jo an n e  
P h ill ip s  (March 16, PM), and her HORNED 
OWLS a re  back n e s tin g  a t  Shady Lakes 
again th is  year. With good lu c k , s h e 's  
looking forward to  ow le ts  about a week 
a f te r  E aster.

In  my re c e n t a r t i c l e  on ch an g in g  th e  
common names of b ird s , I overlooked three 
changes. The GREEN HERON i s  now designa­
ted  GREEN-BACKED HERON and the LOUISIANA 
HERON i s  now d e s ig n a te d  TRI-COLORED 
HERON. The American Birding A sso c ia tio n  
d id  no t agree w ith th e  American O rn i ­
th o lo g is ts  Union to  in c o rp o ra te  th e s e  
changes in to  t h e i r  l a t e s t  c h e c k l i s t s .  
The th ird , the MEXICAN JAY, is  now called  
the  GRAY-BREASTED JAY. A fter the a r t ic le  
was w ritten  and submitted I lea rn ed  th a t  
a d v a n c e  r e s e r v a t i o n s  f o r  t h e  AOU 
C hecklist o f N orth American B ird s , 6 th  
E dition -  Annotated, may be ordered  from 
A l l e n  P r e s s ,  I n c . ,  P . O .  Box 368 ,  
Lawrence, Kansas, 66044, a t $28 per copy. 
When the book i s  p ub lished  and becomes 
availab le  fo r general purchase, the p rice  
w ill  be $35.

That seems to  about cover a l l  th e  "tim e 
fo rs ."  P re se n t p ro sp e c ts  a re  fo r  good 
b ird ing  during the next couple of months, 
so ge t out and enjoy i t ,  and please share 
your s ig h t in g s  w ith me, so I  can p a s s  
them on to a l l  our fellow Auduboners. So 
long, and good b ird ing .

R.L.T.
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APPLICATION FOR JOINT MEMBERSHIP 
IN THE NATIONAL AUDUBON SOCIETY 
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CENTRAL NEW MEXICO AUDUBON SOCIETY
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President
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