
BURROWING
OWL

CENTRAL NEW MEXICO AUD UBO N SOCIETY, ALBUQUERQUE, NEW MEXICO December 1980/January 1981

C A L E N D A R  —  D E C E M B E R  A N D  J A N U A R Y

W E L C O M E : C N M A S  m e e ts  e a c h  m o n th  o n  t h e  t h i r d  

T h u rs d a y  a t 7 :3 0  p .m .  a t St. T im o t h y ’ s L u th e r a n  C h u r c h ,  

C o p p e r  a n d  J e f fe rs o n ,  N .E . M e e t in g s  a re  o p e n  t o  th e  

p u b l ic .  N o n - m e m b e r s  a n d  b e g in n e rs  a re  w e lc o m e  o n  a ll 

f ie ld  t r ip s .  F o r  m e m b e r s h ip  a p p l ic a t io n  c a ll D o t  D e L o l l is  

(2 9 9 -5 3 8 4 ).

T U E S D A Y  A U D U B O N  W I L D L I F E  F I L M ,  7 :30

D e c . 9 p .m . U N M  P o p e jo y  H a l l .  B u rd e tte  W h ite

n a r ra te s  “ O u r  N a t io n a l  W i ld l i f e  R e fu g e  

S y s te m .”  D is c o u n t  t ic k e ts  a v a i la b le  f r o m  D o t  D e L o l l is  

(2 9 9 -5 3 8 4 )

T H U R S D A Y  R E G U L A R  M E E T I N G  o f  th e  C e n tra l

D e c . 18 N e w  M e x ic o  A u d u b o n  S o c ie ty , 7 :30  p .m .

a t C o p p e r  &  J e f fe rs o n , N .E . A1 R o d n e y  

f r o m  P u b l ic  S e rv ic e  C o m p a n y  o f  N e w  M e x ic o  w i l l  s p e a k  

o n  b ir d s  o f  p re y  a n d  p r e s e n t  a f i lm  e n t i t le d  “ S i lv e r  W ire s  

a n d  G o ld e n  W in g s ”  d e p ic t in g  P N M ’ s p r o g r a m  t o  m a k e  

t r a n s m is s io n  l in e s  s a fe r  f o r  ra p to rs .

S A T U R D A Y  S a n d ia  M o u n ta in s  C H R I S T M A S  B I R D  

D e c . 20  C O U N T .  C o u n t le a d e r, M a r y  L o u  A r th u r

(2 5 6 -7 3 5 9 ), needs to  h e a r  f r o m  y o u  in  

a d v a n c e  i f  y o u  p la n  to  g o .  S h e  w i l l  e x p la in  m e e t in g  

p la c e s  a n d  t im e s .  P a r t ic ip a t io n  fe e :  $ 1 .5 0 .

S A T U R D A Y  B o s q u e  d e l A p a c h e  C H R IS T M A S  

D e c . 27 B I R D  C O U N T .  M e e t a t re fu g e  h e a d ­

q u a r te rs , 7 a .m . f o r  a ss ig n m e n ts . C o u n t 

l e a d e r  a n d  c o m p i l e r :  C h u c k  H u n d e r t m a r k  

(2 6 6 -9 4 0 2 ). P a r t ic ip a t io n  fe e :  $1 .5 0 .

T H U R S D A Y  R E G U L A R  M E E T I N G  o f  th e  C e n tra l 

J a n . 15 N e w  M e x ic o  A u d u b o n  S o c ie ty , 7 :30  p .m .

a t  S t. T im o th y ’s L u th e ra n  C h u rc h , 

C o p p e r  a n d  J e f fe rs o n ,  N .E . J o h n  L e h m k u h l ,  w h o  s e rv e d  

as a b io lo g is t  in  t h e  P e a c e  C o rp s  f r o m  1 9 7 5 -7 7  in  N e p a l ’ s 

N a t io n a l  P a rk  O f f i c e ,  w i l l  p re s e n t  a s l id e  p r o g r a m ,  

" P e o p le  a n d  W i ld l i f e  C o n s e r v a t io n  in  N e p a l . ”

S A T U R D A Y  N e w  M e x ic o  A U D U B O N  C O U N C IL  

&  S U N D A Y  m e e tin g  a t  S o c o r ro .  S c h e d u le  n o t  

J a n . 17-18 a v a ila b le  a t p re s e n t t im e ,  b u t  th e re  w i l l  be

f ie ld  t r ip s — c a ll e a r ly  in  J a n u a ry  (2 4 2 - 

6 6 0 4 ) f o r  c o m p le te  s c h e d u le  a n d  in f o r m a t io n  a b o u t  f ie ld  

t r ip s .

F R I D A Y  D e a d lin e  f o r  B U R R O W IN G  O W L

J a n . 23 m a te r ia l .  I t  w o u ld  save so m e  t im e  a n d

t r o u b le  i f  y o u  c o u ld  h a ve  y o u r  c o lu m n s  

a n d  in f o r m a t io n  r e a d y  b y  t h e  J a n u a ry  15 m e e t in g —  

E v e ly n  P r ic e , e d i t o r  (2 4 2 -6 6 0 4 ).

S A T U R D A Y  B e g in n e r ’s F I E L D  T R IP .  M e e t a t 8 :30  

J a n . 3 1 a .m . a t th e  n o r th  s id e  o f  th e  C o r ra le s

B r id g e . C a l l  le a d e r B a rb a ra  H usse y  (2 9 2 - 

5 626) f o r  m o r e  in f o r m a t io n .

M O N D A Y  A U D U B O N  W I L D L I F E  F I L M ,  7 :30

F e b . 2 p .m . U N M  P o p e jo y  H a l l .  O l in  S e w a ll

P e t t in g i l l ,  J r . ,  b i r d in g  g u id e  a u th o r  a n d  

f o r m e r  d i r e c t o r  o f  C o r n e l l  U n iv e r s i t y 's  L a b o r a to r y  o f  

O r n i t h o lo g y  w i l l  n a r ra te  “ A n o t h e r  P e n g u in  S u m m e r . ”  

D is c o u n t  t ic k e ts  a v a i la b le  f r o m  D o t  D e L o l l is  (2 9 9 -5 3 8 4 ).

T H U R S D A Y  N O  B O A R D  M E E T I N G  is s c h e d u le d  f o r

J a n . I J a n u a ry .

S A T U R D A Y  A lb u q u e rq u e  C H R IS T M A S  B I R D  

J a n . 3 C O U N T .  M e e t a t 7 a .m . a t  C o r ra le s

S h o p p in g  C e n te r. C o u n t  le a d e r a n d  c o m ­

p i le r  is J im  K a ro  (2 9 4 -2 7 7 7 ). P a r t ic ip a t io n  fe e :  $1 .5 0 .

M O N D A Y  A U D U B O N  W I L D L I F E  F I L M ,  7 :30  

J a n . 12 p .m . U N M  P o p e jo y  H a l l .  F ra n  H a l l

n a rra te s  “ K o o k a b u r ra  C o u n t r y . ”  D is ­

c o u n t  t ic k e ts  a v a i la b le  f r o m  D o t  D e lo l l is  (2 9 9 -5 3 8 4 ).

T H U R S D A Y  B O A R D  M E E T I N G ,  7 :3 0  p .m . a t th e  

F e b . 5 h o m e  o f  P h y l l is  S c h m id t  ( 8 2 1 -5 7 9 0 ) 6408

P e p p e rd in e , N .E . A l l  m e m b e rs  w e lc o m e .
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C H R IS T M A S  B IR D  C O U N T S

C N M A S  w i l l  p a r t ic ip a t e  th is  y e a r  in  t h e  A u d u b o n  

C h r is tm a s  B ir d  C o u n ts .  (S e e  c a le n d a r  f o r  d a te s  a n d  

t im e s .)  T h e r e  w i l l  b e  1 ,3 6 0  ta k e n  in  1 5 - m i le  d ia m e te r  

c ir c le s  f r o m  A la s k a  t o  V e n e z u e la .

T h is  y e a r  m a rk s  t h e  8 1 s t y e a r  a n n iv e r s a r y  o f  t h e  o r i g i ­

n a l C h r is tm a s  B ir d  C o u n t  c o n d u c te d  o n  C h r is tm a s  D a y  

in  190 0  b y  b ir d e r s  in  25 lo c a t io n s  in  t h e  n o r th e a s te r n  

U n i t e d  S ta te s . P a r t ic ip a t io n  has g r o w n  f r o m  27  p e o p le  in  

1 900  to  a n  e s t im a te d  3 4 ,0 0 0  th is  y e a r .

L as t y e a r  O a k la n d ,  C a l i f o r n ia ,  le d  t h e  l is t  w i t h  213  

s p e c ie s .  In  197 9  t h e  18 o b s e rv e rs  o n  t h e  A lb u q u e r q u e  

c o u n t  s ig h te d  78  s p e c ie s . T h e  B o s q u e  d e l  A p a c h e  c o u n t  

c a m e  u p  w i t h  97  s p e c ie s  s e e n  b y  16 p e o p le ,  a n d  th e  

S a n d ia  M o u n ta in s  c o u n t  r e c o r d e d  59  s p e c ie s  b y  22 

b ir d e r s .

T h e  p a r t ic ip a t io n  fe e  f o r  e a c h  c o u n t  is $ 1 .5 0 . T h is  h e lp s  

o f f s e t  t h e  c o s t  o f  t h e  m o n u m e n ta l  ta s k  o f  c o m p i l in g ,  

e d i t in g ,  a n d  p u b l is h in g  t h e  re s u lts  o f  a ll 1 ,3 6 0  c o u n ts .  

T h e s e  re s u lts  a re  p u b l is h e d  in  t h e  J u ly  is s u e  o f  A m e r ic a n  

B ird s  ($7 .50  p p d  o r  $12  p e r  y e a r  f o r  s ix  issues  f r o m  950  

T h i r d  A v e n u e ,  N e w  Y o r k ,  N Y  1 00 22 ).

A p a r t  f r o m  its  a t t r a c t io n  as a s o c ia l,  s p o r t in g ,  a n d  

c o m p e t i t iv e  e v e n t ,  t h e  a n n u a l c o u n ts  s h e d  m u c h  l ig h t  

o n  t h e  e a r ly  w in t e r  d is t r ib u t io n  o f  b i r d  s p e c ie s . T h is  is an  

o p p o r t u n i t y  f o r  a ll o f  us t o  p a r t ic ip a te  in  t h e  g a th e r in g  o f  

v a lu a b le  o r n i t h o lo g ic a l  d a ta .  S in c e  b ir d s  o f t e n  r e s p o n d  

t o  c h a n g e s  in  t h e  e n v i r o n m e n t  b e fo r e  o th e r  s p e c ie s , w e  

a re  c o n t r ib u t in g  t o  e n v i r o n m e n ta l  k n o w le d g e  to o .

I f  y o u  h a v e  n e v e r  b e e n  o n  a c o u n t ,  y o u  a re  r e a l ly  

m is s in g  s o m e th in g .  Y o u  d o  n o t  h a v e  t o  b e  a b i r d  e x p e r t .  

Less e x p e r ie n c e d  b ir d e r s  c a n  b e  te a m e d  w i t h  m o r e  

e x p e r ie n c e d  o n e s . M o r e  e y e s  s e e  m o r e  b ir d s !  T im e s , 

p la c e s ,  a n d  c o m p i le r s  a re  s h o w n  in  t h e  c a le n d a r .  C o m e  

jo in  th e  fu n .D

N O T E  T O  C B C  B IR D E R S

T h e  C h r is tm a s  B ir d  C o u n t  c o m p i le r s  a n d  r e g io n a l  e d i ­

to r s  t e l l  us w e  s h o u ld  b e  c a r e fu l  in  t h e  f u t u r e  t o  b e  s u re  

o f  t h e  id e n t i t y  o f  a ll b ir d s  c o u n te d .  A c c ip te r s ,  b u te o s ,  

ju n c o s ,  a n d  s p a r ro w s  a re  p a r t ic u la r  p r o b le m s  h e re .  

W h e n  y o u  a re  n o t  s u re ,  l is t  “ s p a r ro w ,  s p . ”  e tc . ,  r a th e r  

th a n  g u e s s in g . □

C N M A S  SALES

C o n d o r  P r in ts  b y  D u s t in  H u n t in g t o n  

( p r o c e e d s  g o  t o  C o n d o r  F u n d )  $ 5 .00

B ird s  o f  N e w  M e x ic o  $ .03

F ie ld  C h e c k l is t  10 f o r  $ .27

F o u r  c o lo r  C N M A S  e m b r o id e r e d  a rm  p a tc h e s  $ 2 .0 0

A v a i la b le  a t t h e  r e g u la r  m e e t in g s  f r o m  th e  C N M A S  

l ib r a r ia n .  B u y  n o w — p r ic e s  m a y  g o  u p . I f  y o u  w o u ld  l ik e  

a n y  o f  th e s e  i te m s  b u t  c a n n o t  g e t  t o  t h e  m e e t in g ,  g iv e  

L ib ra r ia n  E liz a b e th  B r o e m e l a c a ll a t 2 5 6 -9 4 8 1 . □

December 1980/January 1981

P R E S ID E N T ’S C O M M E N T S

C h e c k  t h e  C A L E N D A R  o n  p a g e  1 f o r  t h e  d a te  o f  o u r  

t h r e e  C h r is tm a s  B ir d  C o u n ts .  (S e e  t h e  a r t ic le  in  th is  is s u e  

f o r  d e ta i ls . )  T h is  y e a r  I w i l l  b e  c o u n t in g  o n  t h e  F o r t  

L a u d e rd a le  C B C  w h i le  v a c a t io n in g  w i t h  m y  f a m i ly  in  

F lo r id a .  I f  y o u  a re  p la n n in g  a t r i p  o v e r  t h e  h o l id a y s ,  

c h e c k  w i t h  o n e  o f  t h e  c o u n t  le a d e rs  l is te d  in  th e  

c a le n d a r  t o  f in d  o u t  i f  t h e r e  is a C h r is tm a s  B ir d  C o u n t  

w h e r e  y o u  a re  g o in g .

T h e  N e w  M e x ic o  D e p a r tm e n t  o f  G a m e  a n d  F ish  is 

p r o p o s in g  a n o n g a m e  w i ld l i f e  a c t d u r in g  t h e  1981 S ta te  

L e g is la tu r e  in  J a n u a ry .  T h e y  h a v e  in v i t e d  o u r  s u g g e s ­

t io n s .  L e t m e  k n o w  i f  y o u  h a v e  a n y  c o m m e n ts .

T h e  M e m b e r s h ip  C o m m it t e e  n e e d s  o u r  h e lp .  D u e  t o  a 

n e w  p o l ic y  o f  N a t io n a l  A u d u b o n ,  c h a p te r s  d o  n o t  

r e c e iv e  a p o r t i o n  o f  t h e  m e m b e r s h ip  d u e s  u n t i l  t h e  

s e c o n d  y e a r  o f  m e m b e r s h ip  o n  th o s e  r e c r u i t e d  b y  N A S . 

W e  d o  g e t  a d u e s  s p l i t  t h e  f i r s t  y e a r  o n  a ll  m e m b e rs h ip s  

o b ta in e d  t h r o u g h  o u r  o w n  e f fo r ts .  T h e r e fo r e ,  t h e  M e m ­

b e r s h ip  C o m m it t e e  m u s t  g e t  t o  w o r k !  I f  y o u  p la n  a n y  g i f t  

m e m b e rs h ip s  o r  k n o w  o f  a n y  p ro s p e c t iv e  m e m b e rs ,  

p le a s e  s e n d  t h e  a p p l ic a t io n  t o  C N M A S  (a d d re s s  o n  p a g e  

8 ) .

F in a lly ,  re s e rv e  A p r i l  25  a n d  26 f o r  t h e  f i r s t  a n n u a l 

n a t io n w id e  B IR D - A T H O N  s p o n s o r e d  b y  N a t io n a l  A u d u ­

b o n .  B ir d e rs  w i l l  s e c u re  t a x - d e d u c t ib le  p le d g e s  f o r  e a c h  

b i r d  s ig h te d  d u r in g  a 2 4 - h o u r  p e r io d .  T h e r e  w i l l  b e  

p r iz e s  f o r  in d iv id u a ls  a n d  c h a p te r s .  F u n d s  ra is e d  w i l l  b e  

s p l i t  e v e n ly  b e tw e e n  t h e  c h a p te r ,  t h e  r e g io n a l  o f f ic e ,  

a n d  N A S . D e ta i ls  n e x t  t im e .D

A L A S K A  B ILL H A S  PA S SED !

A u d u b o n  a n d  a ll  o t h e r  m e m b e rs  o f  t h e  A la s k a  C o a l i ­

t io n  h a v e  c a u s e  f o r  c e le b r a t io n .  T h e  A la s k a  L a n d s  B i l l  has 

p a s s e d  b o th  t h e  H o u s e  a n d  t h e  S e n a te  a n d  n o w  g o e s  to  

t h e  P r e s id e n t  to  b e  s ig n e d  in t o  la w . B o th  S e n a to r  D o m e -  

n ic i  a n d  R e p re s e n ta t iv e  L u ja n  v o te d  f o r  t h e  b i l l .  T h e y  

d e s e rv e  o u r  th a n k s  (a d d re s s e s  o n  p a g e  8 ). T h e  f in a l  

A la s k a  L a n d s  B i l l  is n o t  q u i t e  as s t r o n g  as m o s t  e n v i r o n ­

m e n ta l is ts  w o u ld  h a v e  l ik e d ,  b u t  i t  a f fo r d s  p r o t e c t io n  to  

100  m i l l i o n  a c re s . T h e  b i l l  d o u b le s  o u r  n a t io n a l  p a rk s  a n d  

w i l d l i f e  r e fu g e s  a n d  t r ip le s  t h e  n a t io n ’ s w i ld e r n e s s  

a re a s — a f f o r d in g  p r e s e r v a t io n  to  t h e  la s t g re a t  a re a  o f  

w i ld  b e a u ty  le f t  in  t h e  U n i t e d  S ta te s ! □



BURROWING OWL 3 December 1980/January 1981

ID E N T IF IC A T IO N  O F  N E W  M E X IC O  B IR D S

b y  D u s t in  H u n t in g t o n

F ie ld  G u id e s  fo r  N e w  M e x ic o  B ird in g

T h e  a r t ic le s  t h a t  a p p e a r  in  th is  c o lu m n  a re , a t m o s t ,  

s u p p le m e n ts  t o  t h e  e x is t in g  f ie ld  g u id e s ,  so  i t  s e e m s  

a p p r o p r ia te  t o  d is c u s s  s o m e  o f  t h e  a v a i la b le  f ie ld  g u id e s .  

T h is  is p a r t ic u la r ly  t im e ly  w i t h  t h e  m u c h  h e r a ld e d  r e c e n t  

p u b l ic a t io n  o f  P e te rs o n ’ s n e w  e a s te rn  g u id e .

I b e l ie v e  a ll  o f  t h e  m a jo r  g u id e s  h a v e  a u s e fu l f u n c t io n ;  

h o w e v e r ,  a ll  a ls o  h a v e  l im i t a t io n s .  I f  a g u id e  is u s e d  

b e y o n d  its  l im i t a t io n s  m is id e n t i f i c a t io n  w i l l  l ik e ly  r e s u lt .

P e te rs o n — A  F IE LD  G U ID E  T O  T H E  B IR D S  EAST O F

T H E  R O C K IE S : P e te r s o n ’ s n e w  g u id e  is t h e  m o s t  r e c e n t  

m a jo r  g u id e  t o  b e  p u b l is h e d .  I t  is in t e n d e d  t o  c o v e r  

th o s e  b ir d s  f o u n d  e a s t o f  1 00  lo n g i t u d e  (e a s t T e x a s ). 

M a n y  o f  t h e  s p e c ie s  a re  a ls o  f o u n d  in  N e w  M e x ic o  a n d ,  

w h i le  n o t  a ll  N e w  M e x ic o  b ir d s  a re  in c lu d e d ,  e n o u g h  a re  

t o  m a k e  th is  a p o t e n t ia l ly  u s e fu l s e c o n d  r e fe r e n c e  f o r  

N e w  M e x ic o .  T h e  b o o k ’ s s t r o n g e s t  p o in t  is t h e  p a in t in g s  

w h ic h  a re  e x c e l le n t .  P r o p o r t io n s ,  p o s i t io n s ,  c o lo r s ,  a n d  

d e ta i l  e q u a l a n d ,  in  m o s t  ca ses , s u rp a s s  o t h e r  U .S . g u id e s .  

T h e  w e a k e s t  p o in t s ,  u n f o r t u n a t e ly ,  a re  t h e  t e x t  a n d  

m a p s .

T h e  m a p s  a re  in  a n  a p p e n d ix  a t t h e  b a c k  o f  t h e  b o o k ,  

m a k in g  th e m  s o m e w h a t  in c o n v e n ie n t .  A ls o ,  d e s p ite  

t h e i r  la r g e r  s iz e  a n d  d iv is io n  w i t h  s ta te  l in e s ,  th e y  

c o n ta in  n o  in f o r m a t io n  o n  m ig r a t io n ,  a r r iv a l d a te s ,  e tc . ,  

s u c h  as is fo u n d  in  R o b b in s  B IR D S  O F  N O R T H  A M E R IC A .  

N e w  M e x ic o  is s h o w n  o n  o n ly  s o m e  o f  th e  m a p s  a n d ,  

s in c e  th is  is a n  e a s te rn  g u id e ,  i t  is n o t  s u r p r is in g  th a t  th e  

d a ta  f o r  N e w  M e x ic o  is s o m e t im e s  in a c c u ra te .

T h e  t e x t  is p la c e d  o p p o s i t e  t h e  p a in t in g ,  u n l i k e  

p r e v io u s  P e te rs o n  g u id e s ,  a n d  th is  m a k e s  t h e  g u id e  

m o r e  c o n v e n ie n t  t o  u s e . T o  h a v e  s u c h  a n  a r r a n g e m e n t  

f u n c t io n  s u c c e s s fu lly  r e q u ir e s  th a t  t h e  a u th o r  b e  a b le  to  

s ta te  a ll  t h e  n e c e s s a ry  i d e n t i f i c a t io n  in f o r m a t io n  in  a 

v e r y  s m a ll s p a c e . T h e  a r r a n g e m e n t  o f  t h e  in f o r m a t io n  in  

th is  g u id e  is r a th e r  in e f f i c ie n t  a n d  s o m e t im e s  id e n t i ­

f i c a t io n  in f o r m a t io n  is s a c r i f ic e d  f o r  s u p e r f lu o u s  d e ta i l .  

A ls o ,  P e te rs o n  h as  r e ta in e d  h is  c o n v e r s a t io n a l ,  s o m e ­

t im e s  r a m b l in g ,  s ty le  f r o m  p r e v io u s  g u id e s .  T h is  re s u lts  

in  d e s c r ip t io n s  t h a t  o f t e n  a re  m u c h  t o o  s h o r t  t o  p re s e n t  

e v e n  t h e  m in im u m  in f o r m a t io n .  A  s e c t io n  o f te n  d r o p p e d  

f o r  t h e  s a k e  o f  s p a c e  is t h e  “ S im ila r  S p e c ie s ’ ’  s e c t io n  ( o n e  

o f  t h e  b e s t fe a tu r e s  o f  P e te rs o n 's  s y s te m ) . F o r  e x a m p le ,  

n e i th e r  D o w i t c h e r  has a “ S im ila r  S p e c ie s ”  s e c t io n  d e s p ite  

t h e i r  s im i la r i t y  t o  te a c h  o t h e r  a n d  s u p e r f ic ia l ly  t o  S t i l t  

S a n d p ip e r  a n d  S n ip e . S o m e  o t h e r  s p e c ie s  a re  s im p ly  

d e c la r e d  t o  b e  “ d i f f i c u l t  t o  id e n t i f y ”  w i t h o u t  a n y  in f o r ­

m a t io n  g iv e n  o n  h o w  t o  id e n t i f y  th e m  (e v e n  w h e n  s u c h  

in f o r m a t io n  e x is ts  in  t h e  b i r d in g  l i t e r a tu r e ) .

V e r y  fe w  “ n e w ”  f ie ld m a r k s  a re  d is c u s s e d  th a t  h a v e  n o t  

a p p e a re d  in  o t h e r  f ie ld  g u id e s .  M o s t  o f  th o s e  t h a t  a re  

p r e s e n te d  a re  d r a w n  f r o m  r e c e n t  a r t ic le s  in  t h e  b i r d in g  

l i t e r a t u r e .  T h e r e  a re  m a n y  m o r e  r e c e n t ly  d is c o v e r e d  

f ie ld m a r k s  t h a t  c o u ld  h a v e  b e e n  d is c u s s e d  b u t  w e r e  n o t  

( p o s s ib ly  d u e  t o  la c k  o f  s p a c e ).

In  c o n c lu s io n ,  P e te r s o n ’ s n e w  e a s te rn  g u id e  nas 

e x c e l le n t  a r t w o r k ,  c o v e rs  m a n y  o f  t h e  N e w  M e x ic o  

b ir d s ,  a n d  in c lu d e s  a l i t t l e  n e w  id e n t i f ic a t io n  in f o r m a t io n .  

T h e  te x t ,  w h i le  o c c a s io n a l ly  im c o m p le t e  a n d  f r u s t r a t in g ,  

is s t i l l  q u i t e  u s e fu l .  T h is  is b y  n o  m e a n s  a d e f in i t i v e  w o r k ,  

e v e n  f o r  t h e  East, b u t  is s t i l l  w e l l  w o r t h  h a v in g  t o  u s e  as a 

s u p p le m e n t  t o  a w e s te r n  g u id e .

P e te rs o n — A  F IE LD  G U ID E  T O  W E S T E R N  B IR D S : T h is  

is a v e r y  g o o d  g u id e  a n d  o n e  o f  t h e  t w o  c h o ic e s  as a 

m a jo r  r e fe r e n c e  f o r  id e n t i f y in g  b ir d s  in  N e w  M e x ic o .  

T h e  p a in t in g s  a re  g e n e r a l ly  q u i t e  g o o d ,  a l t h o u g h  c e r ­

t a in ly  n o t  as g o o d  as t h e  o n e s  in  P e te r s o n ’ s n e w  e a s te rn  

g u id e .  T h e  t e x t  d o e s  n o t  fa c e  t h e  i l l u s t r a t io n  so  s o m e  

f l i p p in g  b a c k  a n d  f o r t h  is n e c e s s a ry  t o  u s e  th is  g u id e .  

T h is  c a n  b e  s o m e w h a t  in c o n v e n ie n t  t o  u s e  a n d  p a r t i c u ­

la r ly  t r o u b le s o m e  f o r  b e g in n e r s  w h e n  t r y in g  t o  id e n t i f y  

a n  u n k n o w n  b i r d  th a t  m a y  f ly  o f f  a t a n y  m o m e n t .  O n  t h e  

o t h e r  h a n d ,  t h e  s e p a ra te  t e x t  s e c t io n  a llo w s  t h e  d e s ­

c r ip t i o n  o f  a s p e c ie s  t o  b e  as lo n g  as n e c e s s a ry . T h e  

d e s c r ip t io n s  a re  g o o d ,  a n d  t h e  “ S im ila r  S p e c ie s ”  s e c t io n  

p a r t ic u la r ly  w o r t h w h i le .  N o  m a p s  a re  u s e d  a n d  th e  

v e r b a l  ra n g e  d e s c r ip t io n s  c a n  b e  h a rd  t o  v is u a l iz e .

O v e r a l l ,  th is  is a v e ry  g o o d  g u id e  a n d  th e  o n e  th a t  

m a n y  w e s te r n  b ir d e r s  r e ly  o n .

R o b b in s — B IR D S  O F  N O R T H  A M E R IC A :  T h is  is a n  

e x c e l le n t  f ie ld  g u id e  f o r  a n y  p o r t io n  o f  N o r th  A m e r ic a ,  

e a s t o r  w e s t .  I t  is t h e  o n ly  s in g le  f i e ld  g u id e  t o  in c lu d e  

v i r t u a l l y  a ll o f  t h e  r e g u la r ly  o c c u r in g  N o r th  A m e r ic a n  

s p e c ie s . O t h e r  g u id e s  w i t h  l im i t e d  g e o g r a p h ic a l  ra n g e  

c a n  le a d  to  “ f o r c e  f i t t i n g ”  a n  a c c id e n ta l  s p e c ie s  in t o  a 

d e s c r ip t io n  o f  a lo c a l s p e c ie s  d u e  t o  t h e  b ir d  n o t  b e in g  in  

t h e  b o o k .  T h e  p a in t in g s  b y  A r t h u r  S in g e r  a re  g e n e r a l ly  

v e r y  g o o d .  M o r e  n a tu ra l  p o s i t io n s  a n d  m o r e  v a r ie t ie s  o f  

p lu m a g e  a re  s h o w n  in  th is  g u id e  th a n  in  t h e  o th e rs .  F o r  

s o m e  g r o u p s  t h e  c o lo r s  a n d  p r o p o r t io n s  o f  t h e  b ir d s  

p ic t u r e d  a re  n o t  as g o o d  as t h e  P e te rs o n  g u id e s  ( th e  

S p ra g u e s  P ip it  is p a r t ic u la r ly  b a d )  b u t  t h e  o v e r a l l  q u a l i t y  

is c e r ta in ly  m o r e  th a n  a d e q u a te  f o r  f ie ld  id e n t i f ic a t io n .  

T h e  t e x t  fa c e s  t h e  p ic tu r e s ,  a n d  e f f i c ie n t l y  a n d  c o n c is e ly  

p re s e n ts  th e  r e le v a n t  id e n t i f ic a t io n  in f o r m a t io n .  T in y  

r a n g e  m a p s  a re  s h o w  w i t h  t h e  t e x t  a n d  g iv e  in f o r m a t io n  

o n  s u m m e r  a n d  w in t e r  ra n g e ,  m ig r a t io n  r o u te s ,  a n d  

a v e ra g e  a r r iv a l d a te s .

O v e r a l l ,  th is  is a n  e x c e l le n t  g u id e  a n d  t h e  o n ly  s in g le  

g u id e  th a t  in c lu d e s  a ll N e w  M e x ic o  b ir d s  a lo n g  w i t h  th e  

e a s te rn  a c c id e n ta ls  th a t  o c c a s io n a l ly  o c c u r  h e re .

T H E  A U D U B O N  S O C IE T Y  F IE LD  G U ID E  T O  N O R T H  

A M E R IC A N  B IR D S , E A S TE R N  R E G IO N , a n d  W E S T E R N  

R E G IO N :  T h e s e  a re  t h e  p h o t o g r a p h ic  f ie ld  g u id e s .  T h e y  

a re  “ f ie ld  g u id e s ”  in  n a m e  o n ly .  T h e i r  u s e  in  t h e  f ie ld  f o r  

i d e n t i f i c a t io n  is v e r y  s m a ll.  P h o to g ra p h s  a re  u s e d  f o r  

i l lu s t r a t io n  r a th e r  th a n  p a in t in g s  as f o u n d  in  th e  o th e r  

g u id e s .  T h e  p h o to s ,  w h i le  o f te n  e x c e l le n t ,  a re  o f  v a r ia b le  

q u a l i t y .  N o t  a ll s p e c ie s , e v e n  c o m m o n  o n e s , a re  p ic t u r e d .  

M a n y  a re  p ic t u r e d  in  p o s i t io n s  t h a t  a re  r a r e ly  s e e n , s u c h  

as s i t t in g  s h e a rw a te rs .  M o s t  s p e c ie s  a re  a r r a n g e d  b y  

c o lo r  r a th e r  th a n  b y  t a x o n o m ic  o r d e r  o r  fa m i ly .  T h is  c a n  

m a k e  id e n t i f ic a t io n  o f  a n  u n k n o w n  s p e c ie s  e x t r e m e ly



d i f f i c u l t .  In  s o m e  ca ses , t h e  c o lo r  c h o ic e  s e e m s  t o  h a v e  

n o  r e la t io n  t o  t h e  c o lo r  o f  t h e  a c tu a l b i r d  a n d  m a n y  b ir d s  

a re  s im p ly  n o t  p ic t u r e d .  T o  m a k e  m a t te r s  w o r s e ,  in  a t 

le a s t t h e  e a r ly  p r in t in g s  o f  T H E  E A S TE R N  G U ID E , s o m e  

p h o to g r a p h s  w e r e  m is la b e le d .

T h e s e  b o o k s  d o ,  h o w e v e r ,  h a v e  s o m e  p o s i t iv e  a s p e c ts . 

In  a fe w  cases t h e  p h o to s  s h o w  a ra c e  o f  a s p e c ie s  n o t  

s h o w n  in  t h e  o t h e r  g u id e s .  F o r  e x a m p le ,  T H E  W E S T E R N  

A U D U B O N S  G U ID E  is th e  o n ly  o n e  t o  s h o w  th e  N o r th e r n  

T h r e e - to e d  W o o d p e c k e r  as h a v in g  a la r g e ly  u n b a r r e d  

b a c k .  O t h e r  g u id e s  s tre ss  a n d  i l lu s t r a te  e x te n s iv e  b a r r in g  

o n  t h e  b a c k ,  w h ic h  is n o t  p r e s e n t  o n  t h e  b ir d s  f o u n d  i n  

N e w  M e x ic o .  T h e  t e x t  c o n ta in s  a n n e c d o ta l  in f o r m a t io n  

t h a t  is o f te n  in te r e s t in g .

T h e  in c o m p le te n e s s  a n d  m is le a d in g  n a tu re  o f  s o m e  o f  

t h e  p h o to s  in  th e s e  g u id e s  m a k e s  t h e  b o o k s  a lm o s t  

u se le ss  f o r  f ie ld  id e n t i f ic a t io n  e x c e p t  in  s p e c ia l s i tu a t io n s .  

T h e s e  b o o k s  a re  e s p e c ia l ly  in a p p r o p r ia t e  f o r  b e g in n e rs .  

H o w e v e r ,  t h e  p r e t t y  p ic tu r e s  a n d  in te r e s t in g  t e x t  m a k e s  

th e s e  b o o k s  p le a s a n t t o  lo o k  a t a t h o m e .

Id e a l ly ,  o n e  w o u ld  h a v e  a ll  o f  t h e  g u id e s  d is c u s s e d  

h e r e  as e a c h  h as  s o m e th in g  to  o f f e r .  I b e l ie v e  t h a t  

a n y o n e  s e r io u s ly  in te r e s te d  in  N e w  M e x ic o  b i r d in g  

s h o u ld  h a v e  a t le a s t R o b b in s  a n d  t h e  W e s te rn  P e te rs o n s . 

I f  o n e  d o e s  s ig n i f ic a n t  s h o r e b i r d in g ,  b i r d in g  in  th e  

e a s te rn  p a r t  o f  t h e  s ta te , o r  “ v a g r a n t  h u n t in g ’ ’ t h e  n e w  

e a s te rn  P e te rs o n s  s h o u ld  b e  a d d e d .  F o r  d is t r ib u t io n a l  

d a ta  H u b b a rd s  R E V IS E D  C H E C K L IS T  O F  T H E  B IR D S  O F  

N E W  M E X IC O  is e x c e l le n t  a n d  fa r  m o r e  u s e fu l a n d  u p -  

to - d a t e  th a n  t h e  h a rd  t o  f i n d  B a ile y  B IR D S  O F  N E W  

M E X IC O .

I u n d e r s ta n d  t h a t  R o b b in s  g u id e  is b e in g  u p d a te d  

w h ic h  s h o u ld  m a k e  i t  e v e n  m o r e  u s e fu l.  A ls o ,  N a t io n a l  

G e o g r a p h ic  is s p o n s o r in g  a f ie ld  g u id e  w h ic h  is c u r r e n t ly  

b e in g  w r i t t e n  b y  t h e  o u ts ta n d in g  C a l i f o r n ia  id e n t i f ic a t io n  

e x p e r t  J o n  D u n n .  T h is  s h o u ld  b e  a n  e x c e l le n t  b o o k  d u e  

t o  J o n ’ s in c r e d ib le  k n o w le d g e  o f  d is t r ib u t io n  a n d  l i t t l e  

k n o w n  f ie ld m a r k s .

F ie ld  g u id e s  a re  w r i t t e n  w i t h  d i f f e r e n t  p u rp o s e s  a n d  

f o r  d i f f e r e n t  a u d ie n c e s .  I h a v e  h e re  s tre s s e d  t h e  n e g a t iv e  

a s p e c ts  o f  t h e  a v a i la lb e  g u id e s  as I b e l ie v e  i t  is im p o r t a n t  

t o  r e m e m b e r  t h a t  n o n e  o f  t h e  g u id e s  a re  p e r fe c t  o r  

t o t a l l y  a c c u ra te .  T h e  g u id e s  s h o u ld  b e  u s e d  w i t h in  t h e i r  

l im i t a t io n s  a n d  s u p p le m e n te d  w i t h  th e  v a r io u s  b i r d in g  

jo u r n a ls  (C O N T E N T A L  B IR D L IF E , B IR D IN G ,  A M E R IC A N  

B IR D S , N M O S  F IE LD  N O T E S , W E S T E R N  T A N A G E R , 

W E S T E R N  B IR D S , e tc .) .

E R R A T T A : T h e  “ I d e n t i f i c a t io n  o f  N e w  M e x ic o  B ird s ”  

a r t ic le  f r o m  th e  O c t o b e r / N o v e m b e r  is su e  h a d  tw o  

m a jo r  e d i t o r ia l  e r r o r s .

O n e  p a g e  5 a t  t h e  t o p  o f  t h e  s e c o n d  c o lu m n  i t  s ta te d  

t h a t  t h e  B lu e - p h a s e  R o s s ’ G o o s e  h a d  b e e n  r e p o r te d  

f r o m  N e w  M e x ic o .  T o  m y  k n o w le d g e ,  B lu e  R o s s ’ h a v e  

n e v e r  b e e n  r e p o r te d  in  N e w  M e x ic o .  I t  s h o u ld  h a v e  re a d  

“ B lu e p h a s e  R o s s ' G o o s e  h a v e  n o t  b e e n  r e p o r te d  in  N e w  

M e x ic o ,  b u t  u n t i l  r e c e n t ly  th e y  h a d  n o t  b e e n  r e p o r te d  

a n y w h e r e . ”

O n  p a g e  5 , c o lu m n  2 , p a ra g ra p h  4 i t  s h o u ld  h a v e  re a d  

“ In  J u ly  to  e a r ly  A u g u s t  m o s t  p e e p s  in  N e w  M e x ic o  a re  

a d u lts  . . . ”  . □

BURROWING OWL

F IE LD  T R IP  R E P O R T

S ix te e n  m e m b e rs  a n d  g u e s ts  m e t  f o r  t h e  O c t o b e r  1 8 th  

f ie ld  t r i p  t o  La C ie n e g e ,  S a n d ia  M o u n ta in s .  T h e  f o l l o w ­

in g  b i r d  s p e c ie s  w e r e  s e e n  t h r o u g h o u t  t h e  m o r n in g :  

P ie d - b i l le d  G r e b e  (S a n d ia  P a rk  P o n d ) ,  G o ld e n  E a g le , 

T u r k e y  (S o u n d ) ,  B a n d - ta i le d  P ig e o n ,  C o m m o n  F l ic k e r ,  

Y e l lo w - b e l l ie d  S a p s u c k e r ,  W i l l ia m s o n ’s S a p s u c k e r ,  H a ir y  

W o o d p e c k e r ,  S te l le r ’ s Jay, M o u n t in  C h ic k a d e e ,  W h i t e ­

b re a s te d  N u t h a t c h ,  R e d -b r e a s te d  N u t h a t c h ,  P y g m y  

N u t h a t c h ,  A m e r ic a n  R o b in ,  T o w n s e n d ’ s S o l i t a i r e ,  

G o ld e n - c r o w n e d  K in g le t ,  R u b y - c r o w n e d  K in g le t ,  

A m e r ic a n  G o ld f in c h  (S a n d ia  P a rk  P o n d ) ,  L e sse r G o ld ­

f in c h  (S a n d ia  P a rk  P o n d ) ,  D a r k - e y e d  J u n c o ,  G r a y ­

h e a d e d  J u n c o .n

M a r y  L o u  A r th u r

December 1980/January 1981

N E W S  RELEASE— S P E C IA L  T O  T H E  B U R R O W N G  O W L

R e m in d e r  t o  a l l  m e m b e rs  o f  C N M A S !  T h e  n e x t  A u d u ­

b o n  W i l d l i f e  f i lm  w i l l  b e  s h o w n  o n  T u e s d a y ,  D e c e m b e r  

9 , 1 9 8 0 , 7 :3 0  p .m .  a t P o p e jo y  H a l l .  B u r d e t te  W h i t e  w i l l  

n a r ra te  h is  f i lm  “ T h e  N a t io n a l  W i l d l i f e  R e fu g e  S y s te m .”  

I t  w i l l  s h o w  s o m e  s c e n e s  ta k e n  a t G r a y ’ s L a k e  R e fu g e  in  

Id a h o ,  w h e r e  o u r  v e r y  o w n  w h o o p in g  c ra n e s  s p e n d  th e  

s u m m e r .  T h e  e n t i r e  s h o w  is a s a m p lin g  o f  re fu g e s  f r o m  

a ll  p a r ts  o f  t h e  c o u n t r y ,  a n d  is t e s t im o n y  t o  t h e  n e e d  f o r  a 

r e fu g e  s y s te m . C o m e  h e a r  t h e  g o s p e l,  a n d  e n jo y  a n  

o u ts ta n d in g  m o v ie .

A ls o ,  a n o th e r  r e m in d e r .  T h e  b r o c h u r e  p u b l is h e d  b y  

y o u r  v e r y  o w n  W i l d l i f e  F ilm  C o m m it t e e  c o n ta in s  s o m e  

in c o r r e c t  d a te s . T h e  r e m a in d e r  o f  t h e  s e a s o n , a f te r  th e  

W i ld l i f e  R e fu g e  s h o w , is:

K o o k a b u r r a  C o u n t r y ,  F ra n  H a l l ,  M o n d a y ,  J a n u a ry  

1 2 ,1 9 8 1

A n o t h e r  P e n g u in  S u m m e r ,  O l in  S e w a ll P e t t in g i I I ,  

J r., M o n d a y ,  F e b ru a ry  2 ,1 9 8 1

W i ld e r n e s s  T ra i ls ,  C h a r le s  T . H o tc h k is s ,  W e d n e s d a y ,  

M a r c h  1 1 ,1 9 8 1

C h e c k  y o u r  t ic k e ts  t o  b e  q u i t e  s u re  t h e  d a te s  a n d  

s h o w s  a re  c o r r e c t ly  l is te d .  A n d  i f  y o u  h a v e  n o t  y e t  

b o u g h t  y o u r  m u l t ip le  a d m is s io n  t i c k e t ,  d o  s o ! F iv e  

a d m is s io n s  p e r  t i c k e t — b r in g  y o u r  f r ie n d s .  A d u l t s ,  $ 1 0 , 

s tu d e n ts  a n d  o ld  fo lk s ,  $7 . I f  y o u  a re  a m e m b e r  o f  

C N M A S  r e d u c e  t h e  p r ic e  o f  e a c h  t ic k e t  b y  $1 f r o m  a b o v e  

p r ic e s .  I f  y o u  a re  n o w  c o n fu s e d ,  c a ll D o t  D e L o l l is  a t 

2 9 9 -5 3 8 4  f o r  f u r t h e r  in s t r u c t io n s .  S h e  w i l l  t e l l  y o u  w h e r e  

t o  s e n d  t h e  m o n e y . □
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World’s Only Desert-Nesting Bald Eagles
Face Extinction

About tibe 
Arizona Eagles:

■  A geographically isolated 
population found nesting in 
the desert along the Salt and 
Verde Rivers in central 
Arizona.

■  The only self -sustaining 
population of bald eagles in a 
vast seven state area of die 
Southwest

■  Uniquely evolved and 
adapted for survival in the 
desert — the nesting cycle 
begins in November and 
young are fledged prior to 
summer heat

■  Population size: 20-25 
adults, 8 active nesting terri­
tories, approximately 3-5 
pairs successfully raise a total 
of 4-6 young statewide each 
year.

■  Many miles of their 
preferred river habitat has 
been destroyed by bathtub­
like reservoirs having vegeta- 
tionaOy-sterile banks, wildly- 
fluctuating water levels and 
heavy recreational use.

Habitat in 
Danger

■  Orme Dam, whose 
preconstruction funding is 
now being considered by the 
U.S. Congress, would 
destroy the most productive 
nesting territories. 50% of the 
annual reproductive 
capacity of these unique 
eagles would be destroyed 
and they would be unable 
to sustain their numbers.

■  These eagles could not , 
simply move elsewhere be­
cause they are only adapted 
for living in the desert and no 
other suitable nesting habitat 
remains.

■  Grazing by cattle of 
young cottonwood seedlings 
has prevented the regenera­
tion of streamside trees 
essential for nesting and 
foraging. Most existing trees 
are old and dying.

■  The Forest Service 
cottonwood reforestation 
plan is limited in funds. 
Reforestation is complicated 
and costly in the presence of 
cattle grazing.

DEATH OF AN ECOSYSTEM

EXTENT OF THE UNIQUE STREAMSIDE ECOSYSTEM OF THE SONORAN DESERT.

Immediate Action Is Vital!
Congress is again trying to build Orme Dam even though 

they agreed to delete this Carter “hit list” project in 1977. Write 
to President Carter, and, if possible, to your U.S. Senator and 
Representative
(1) Ask that funding be withheld for Orme Dam 

antil the alternatives study in com plete — so

that aa alternative may be selected which is 
both economically and environmentally sound. 
Many feasible alternatives exist.

(2) Ask for funding for reforestation of the habitat 
of these eagles on National Forest land in 
Arizona.
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A L B U Q U E R Q U E  G ETS N A T U R E  C E N T E R

A f t e r  12 y e a rs  o f  e f fo r t s  b y  lo c a l e n v i r o n m e n ta l is t s ,  t h e  

c i t y  o f  A lb u q u e r q u e  a n d  t h e  s ta te  b id s  w i l l  g o  o u t  in  

J a n u a ry  to  b e g in  b u i ld in g  t h e  R io  G r a n d e  N a tu r e  C e n te r  

a n d  P re s e rv e . P r o je c te d  d a te  f o r  c o m p le t io n  is t h e  fa l l  o f  

198 1 . P la n s  c a ll f o r  a n  in t e r p r e t iv e  b u i ld in g  l in k e d  t o  th e  

B o s q u e  a n d  t h e  r iv e r  b y  m o r e  th a n  t h r e e  m ile s  o f  t r a i ls .  

A p p r o x im a t e ly  f iv e  a c re s  o f  p o n d s  a n d  m a rs h e s  w i l l  b e  

d e v e lo p e d  in i t ia l ly  w i t h  m o r e  t o  f o l lo w .  T h e  to ta l  a c re a g e  

o w n e d  b y  t h e  c i t y  is 1 7 0 , f o r m e r ly  k n o w n  as C a n d e la r ia  

F a rm s . T h e  s ta te  w i l l  le a s e  25 t o  40  a c re s  f o r  t h e  b u i ld in g  

a n d  t r a i ls  a n d  w i l l  r e s to r e  m a rs h e s  a n d  d e v e lo p  d is p la y s . 

T h e  c i t y  w i l l  d e v e lo p  a n d  m a n a g e  t h e  w i l d l i f e  c r o p  a re as . 

F o r  m o r e  in f o r m a t io n  c a ll 8 3 6 -6 6 7 4 . □

W H A T  T H E  H E C K  IS A  D A R K -E Y E D  J U N C O ?

S e v e ra l t im e s  i t  has  c o m e  t o  m y  a t t e n t io n  t h a t  p e o p le  

a re  c o n fu s e d  w h e n  a f ie ld  t r i p  le a d e r  o r  m e m b e r  h e lp in g  

a b e g in n e r  id e n t i f ie s  a b i r d  as a d a r k - e y e d  ju n c o ,  c o m ­

m o n  f l i c k e r ,  o r  n o r t h e r n  o r io le .  T h e r e  is n o t  s u c h  an  

a n im a l in  t h e  f ie ld  g u id e !  T h e r e  a re  s e v e ra l re a s o n s  f o r  

th is .

F irs t o f  a ll  t h e  m o s t  c o m m o n ly  a c c e p te d  a u t h o r i t y  f o r  

t h e  n a m e s  o f  b i r d s ,  b o th  c o m m o n  a n d  s c ie n t i f ic ,  is t h e  

A m e r ic a n  O r n i t h o lo g is t s  U n io n  195 7  C h e c k l is t  o f  N o r th  

A m e r ic a n  B ird s ,  F if th  E d i t io n ,  as a m e n d e d .  T h e  m o s t 

r e c e n t  s u p p le m e n t  (N o .  32 ) w a s  p u b l is h e d  in  A U K  

9 0 :4 1 1 -4 1 7  ( A p r i l  1973) w i t h  c o r r e c t io n s  a n d  a d d it io n s  

p u b l is h e d  in  A U K  9 0 :8 8 7  ( O c t o b e r  1 9 7 3 ). M a n y  b ir d e r s  

d o  n o t  h a v e  re a d y  a cce ss  t o  th is  i n f o r m a t io n ,  w h ic h  

c o v e rs  a la rg e  n u m b e r  o f  c h a n g e s  in  b o th  c o m m o n  a n d  

s c ie n t i f i c  n a m e s . M a n y  p e o p le  h a v e  ta k e n  u p  b i r d in g  

s in c e  th a t  d a te ,  o r  a t le a s t u s e  f ie ld  g u id e s  w h ic h  w e r e  

p u b l is h e d  p r io r  t o  t h a t  t im e .  T o  t h e  b e s t  o f  m y  k n o w l ­

e d g e ,  o n ly  t h e  A U D U B O N  S O C IE T Y  F IE LD  G U ID E  T O  

N O R T H  A M E R IC A N  B IR D S  p u b l is h e d  in  1 9 7 7 , a n d  

R o g e r T o r y  P e te r s o n ’ s r e c e n t ly  re v is e d  F IE LD  G U ID E T O  

T H E  B IR D S , F o u r th  E d i t io n ,  1980  h a v e  in c o r p o r a te d  th e  

n e w  n o m e n c la tu r e .  T h e  P e te rs o n  G u id e ,  o f  c o u rs e ,  is f o r  

b ir d s  o f  e a s te rn  a n d  c e n t r a l  U n i t e d  S ta te s , n o t  t h e  w e s t ­

e rn  b ird s !

OLD NAME—NEW NAME

Pacific Loon— A rctic  Loon
H o lb o e ll’s Loon— Red-necked G rebe
Fulmer— N orthern Fulmer
A ll Hydrobatid  Petrels— Storm Petrels
Yellow -b illed  T ropic Bird—W hite -ta iled  T rop ic Bird
M exican C orm orant—Olivaceous Corm orant
Great W hite  H eron—Great Blue Heron (white morph)
C om m on Egret— Great Egret
W ood Ibis—W ood Stork
Blue Goose—Snow Goose (blue m orph)
Tree Ducks—W histling  Ducks
Com m on Teal— G reen-w inged Teal
Am erican W idgeon— Am erican W igeon (Spelling)
Shoveler— N orthern Shoveler
C om m on Scoter— Black Scoter
Harlan’s Hawk— Red-tailed Hawk (Harlan’s race)
Harch Hawk o r H arrie r— Marsh Hawk
Pigeon Hawk— M erlin
Sparrow Hawk— Am erican Kestrel
H arlequin Q ua il— M ontezum a Quail
Upland Plover— Upland Sandpiper
Knot— Red Knot
Red-backed Sandpiper— D unlin

H erring  G u ll— H erring G ull and Thayer’s G ull
Yellow-shafted Flicker— Com m on Flicker
Red-shafted Flicker— C om m on Flicker
G ilded Flicker— Com m on Flicker
T ra ill’s Flycatcher—W illow  Flycatcher (“ fitz -bew ” )
T ra ill’s Flycatcher—A lder Flycatcher (“ fee-bee-o” )
C om m on Bushtit— Bushtit
Black-eared Bushtit— Bushtit
C atb ird— Gray Catbird
Robin— American Robin
Parula W arbler— N orthern Parula
O live-backed W arbler—Tropical Parula
M yrtle  W arbler— Yellow -rum ped W arbler .
A u d u b o n ’s W arbler— Yellow -rum ped W arbler 
Y e llow throat— Com m on Yellow throat 
Baltim ore O rio le— N orthern O rio le  
B u llock’s O rilo e — N orthern O rio le
Boat-tailed Grackle— Boat-tailed and Great-ta iled Grackle
Purple Grackle— Com m on Grackle
Bronzed Grackle— Com m on Grackle
Ipswich Sparrow—Savannah Sparrow
Slate-colored Junco— Dark-eyed Junco
O regon Junco— Dark-eyed Junco
W hite -w inged Junco— Dark-eyed Junco
M exican Junco—Yellow-eyed Junco
Gray Sea Eagle—W hite -ta iled  Eagle

T h e r e  a re ,  o f  c o u r s e ,  s im i la r  c h a n g e s  a n d  m o r e  in  t h e  

s c ie n t i f ic  n a m e s .

S o m e  b ir d e r s  p r e fe r  t h e  c o m m o n  n a m e s  a d o p te d  b y  

t h e  A m e r ic a n  B i r d in g  A s s o c ia t io n ,  w h ic h  in  m a n y  cases 

a re  d i f f e r e n t  f r o m  A O U  c o m m o n  n a m e s . S o  w e  h e a r  

S e d g e  W r e n  f o r  S h o r t - b i l le d  M a r s h  W r e n ,  N o r t h e r n  

H a r r ie r  f o r  M a r s h  H a w k ,  e tc .  T h is  f u r t h e r  c o n t r ib u te s  to  

t h e  c o n fu s io n .  T h is  is a g o o d  s u b je c t  f o r  a la te r  a r t ic le . n

R .L .T .
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R O S S ’S R A V IN ’S

H i  fo lk s ! A n o th e r  tw o  m o n th s  h a v e  s lip p e d  b y  so  

q u ic k ly  th e y  a re  g o n e  w ith  l i t t le  n o te d  to  m a rk  th e ir  

p as s in g . W o u ld  y o u  b e l ie v e  th a t  b y  m id - N o v e m b e r  o n ly  

5 o f  th e  p o s s ib le  25 w h o o p in g  c ra n e s  h a d  r e tu r n e d  to  

B o s q u e  d e l  A p a c h e ?  D r .  R o d  D r e w ie n  t o ld  m e  o n  

N o v e m b e r  11 t h a t  m o s t  o f  t h e  r e m a in in g  w h o o p e r s  w e r e  

a t M o n t e  V is ta  N W R , a n d  a l t h o u g h  t h e y  w e r e  d e v e lo p ­

in g  c o n s id e r a b le  m ig r a to r y  re s tle s s n e s s , th e y  h a d  n o t  y e t  

le f t  f o r  B o s q u e .  A  s in g le  r e p o r t  o f  o n e  f l y in g  s o u th  a t t h e  

h e a d  o f  a f lo c k  o f  s a n d h ills  w a s  r e c e iv e d  f r o m  K a th e r in e  

B u r r  a t Los L u n a s  o n  N o v e m b e r  16.

E a r ly  fa l l  b a n d in g  o p e r a t io n s  a n d  A u d u b o n  f i e ld  t r ip s  

t u r n e d  u p  a n u m b e r  o f  in t e r e s t in g  s p e c ie s . W a r b le r s  a n d  

s p a r ro w s  d o m in a t e d  t h e  c o l le c t io n s  f r o m  th e  m is t  n e ts , 

a n d  in c lu d e d  W ils o n ’s, M a c G il l iv r a y ’ s, a n d  o ra n g e -  

c r o w n e d  w a rb le rs  a lo n g  w i t h  c h ip p in g , v e s p e r , B re w ­

e r ’s, L in c o ln ’ s, a n d  g ra s s h o p p e r  s p a rro w s  a n d  g r e e n ­

ta i le d  to w h e e s . M o r e  r e c e n t ly  w e  a re  g e t t in g  w h ite -  

c r o w n e d  a n d  s o n g  s p a rro w s , a n d  b o th  g r a y -h e a d e d  a n d  

d a r k -e y e d  ju n c o s  i n c lu d in g  O r e g o n  ty p e  a n d  a s la te -  

c o lo r e d  in d iv id u a l .  O f  c o u r s e ,  th e r e  w e r e  o th e r s  l ik e  

r u b y  c r o w n e d  k in g le ts , ro b in s , a n d  a h e r m it  th r u s h . L a te  

in  S e p te m b e r ,  H a r t  S c h w a rz  r e p o r te d  a fe m a le  d ic k c is s e l 

a t S a n d ia  P a rk  P O , a n d  in  t h e  s a m e  v i c in i t y  a L ew is  

W o o d p e c k e r ,  c la y -c o lo r e d  s p a rro w s , a n d  a c h e s tn u t ­

s id e d  w a r b le r .  H e  says t h e  sage  th ra s h e rs  c a m e  in t o  th e  

S a n d ia  f o o t h i l l s  e a r ly ,  a n d  t h e r e  w e r e  s t i l l  s t r a g g l in g  

b la c k - th r o a te d  a n d  b la c k -c h in n e d  s p a rro w s  t h e r e .

A ls o  o f  in t e r e s t  w e r e  b o t h  r u b y -c r o w n e d  a n d  g o ld e n -  

c r o w n e d  k in g le ts , W i l l ia m s o n ’s a n d  y e l lo w -b e l l ie d  sap - 

s u c k e rs , a n d  m o u n ta in  a n d  b la c k -c a p p e d  c h ic k d e e s ,  

b la c k  p h o e b e ,  L in c o ln ’s, a n d  s o n g  s p a rro w s  s e e n  o n  

f ie ld  t r ip s .  J o a n n e  P h i l l ip s  r e p o r te d  a n  O s p r e y  a t S h a d y  

L a k e s  la te  in  S e p te m b e r ,  a n d  a fe m a le  w o o d  d u c k  in  la te  

O c t o b e r .  T h e r e  h as  b e e n  a p a i r  o f  w e s te rn  g re b e s  a t 

B o s q u e  d e l A p a c h e  s in c e  t h e  la s t w e e k  o f  O c t o b e r .  

T h e r e  w a s  a ls o  a r e p o r t  o f  s e v e ra l w h it e - f r o n te d  g e e s e  a t 

B o s q u e  d e l A p a c h e  o n  N o v e m b e r  9. T h e re  w a s  a la te  

m ig r a t in g  N a s h v il le  w a r b le r  in  m y  y a rd  o n  E le c t io n  D a y , 

a n d  t h e  f i r s t  d a r k -e y e d  ju n c o  ( s la te - c o lo r e d  ra c e ) s h o w e d  

u p  a t m y  f e e d e r  o n  N o v e m b e r  13.

S p e a k in g  o f  m ig ra n ts  a n d  w in t e r  r e s id e n ts ,  s c ie n t is ts  in  

t h e  U .S . F ish  a n d  W i l d l i f e  S e rv ic e  t r a p p e d ,  b a n d e d ,  a n d  

ta g g e d  a b o u t  1 ,0 0 0  r e d w in g e d  b la c k b ird s  in  C a n a d a  la s t 

M a y  as p a r t  o f  a s tu d y  o f  m ig r a t io n  r o u te s  f o r  th is  s p e c ie s . 

T h e r e  a re  5 17  w i t h  b lu e  p la s t ic  ta g s , a n d  4 1 2  w i t h  o ra n g e  

p la s t ic  ta g s . A m o n g  th e  m i l l io n s  o f  m ig r a t in g  a n d  w in t e r ­

in g  r e d w in g s  th is  is l ik e  lo o k in g  f o r  n e e d le s  in  a h a y s ta c k , 

o r  m o r e  l ik e  p ic k in g  f ly  s p e c k s  f r o m  b la c k  p e p p e r .  S o  i t  is 

e x t r e m e ly  im p o r t a n t  t h a t  y o u  lo o k  c a r e fu l ly  a t  a ll  r e d w ­

in g s , a n d  i f  y o u  s h o u ld  f i n d  o n e  w i t h  a ta g  r e p o r t  i t  t o  

D e n v e r  W i l d l i f e  R e s e a rc h  C e n te r ,  U .S . F ish  a n d  W i ld l i f e  

S e rv ic e ,  B u i ld in g  1 6 , D e n v e r  F e d e ra l C e n te r  8 0225  o r  c a ll 

m e  (2 6 5 -8 9 6 2 ) a n d  I w i l l  s e e  t h a t  t h e  in f o r m a t io n  g e ts  to  

t h e  p r o p e r  p e r s o n .  In  fa c t ,  a n y t im e  y o u  s e e  a b i r d  w i t h  

u n u s u a l m a r k in g s — d y e  s p o ts , n e c k  c o lla rs ,  le g  b a n d s , o r  

o t h e r  m a r k in g s  i t  u s u a lly  m e a n s  i t  has b e e n  m a r k e d  as 

p a r t  o f  s o m e  s o r t  o f  a re s e a rc h  p r o je c t .  D e ta i le d  n o te s  o f  

t h e  s p e c ie s  a n d  m a r k in g s  s h o u ld  b e  ta k e n .  G e t  th e m  t o  

m e  a n d  I w i l l  m a k e  e v e r y  e f f o r t  t o  g e t  t h e  d a ta  t o  th e  

e x p e r im e n te r .

O n e  m o r e  t h in g ,  n o w  is t h e  t im e  to  s ta r t  w in t e r  f e e d ­

in g ,  i f  y o u  h a v e n ’ t  b e e n  a t i t  a ll y e a r . R e m e m b e r  i t  is 

im p o r t a n t  o n c e  y o u  h a v e  s ta r te d  t o  fe e d  th a t  i t  b e  c o n ­

t in u e d  o n  a r e g u la r  b as is . T h e  b ir d s  b e c o m e  d e p e n d e n t  

u p o n  th is  s o u r c e  o f  fe e d ,  a n d  m a y  r e m a in  in  a n  a re a  th e y  

w o u ld  n o r m a l ly  le a v e  b e c a u s e  o f  la c k  o f  fe e d  a n d  w a te r .

W a te r  is ju s t  as im p o r t a n t  as f o o d ,  b o th  f o r  d r in k in g  

a n d  b a th in g ,  a n d  i t  is t h o u g h t f u l  t o  a ls o  p r o v id e  s o m e  

g ra v e l w h e n  n o r m a l  s o u rc e s  a re  c o v e r e d  w i t h  s n o w  o r  

o th e r w is e  u n a v a i la b le .  I f  y o u  d o  fe e d ,  b e  s u re  t o  b e  a le r t  

f o r  h o u s e  f in c h e s  w it h  la rg e  w h i t e  b a rs  o r  s p o ts  o n  t h e  

w in g s .  I a m  c o n t in u in g  m y  re s e a rc h  o n  th e s e  u n u s u a l 

in d iv id u a ls  a n d  w o u ld  a p p r e c ia te  h e a r in g  o f  a n y  t h a t  

m a y  b e  s e e n . I f  y o u  c a n  o b ta in  p h o to s ,  th a t  w o u ld  b e  

s u p e r .

F in a lly ,  k e e p  t h e  C h r is tm a s  B ir d  C o u n ts  in  m in d .  

B e c a u s e  o f  m y  d a u g h te r ’ s w e d d in g ,  I w i l l  n o t  b e  h e r e  f o r  

t h e  S a n d ia  M o u n ta in s  c o u n t  f o r  t h e  f i r s t  t im e  in  te n  

y e a rs . H o w e v e r ,  I w i l l  b e  b a c k  t o  d o  t h e  c o m p i l in g .  

S h o u ld  y o u  h a v e  a n y  q u e s t io n s ,  y o u  m a y  c a ll m e  a n y t im e  

b e fo r e  D e c e m b e r  1 2 , o r  M a y  L o u  A r t h u r  (2 5 6 -7 3 5 9 ) a n y ­

t im e  u p  t o  t h e  n ig h t  b e fo r e  t h e  c o u n t .  M a r y  L o u  w o u ld  

a p p r e c ia te  h e a r in g f r o m  as m a n y  as p o s s ib le  w h o  p la n  to  

p a r t ic ip a t e ,  as fa r  in  a d v a n c e  as p o s s ib le ,  so  s h e  c a n  p la n  

o n  a re a  a s s ig n m e n ts .  I f  y o u  h a v e  a p r e fe r e n c e  p le a s e  le t  

h e r  k n o w .  S h e  e s p e c ia l ly  n e e d s  t o  h e a r  f r o m  p e o p le  w h o  

a re  f a m i l ia r  w i t h  t h e  a re a  a n d  c a n  s e rv e  as p a r ty  le a d e rs .  

T h a t  is a b o u t  t h e  s iz e  o f  i t  f o r  th is  t im e .  G o o d  b i r d in g ,  

g o o d  lu c k  o n  t h e  C h r is tm a s  c o u n ts ,  a n d  G o d  w i l l i n g ,  I ’ l l 

s e e  y o u  n e x t  t im e . n

n  mBw r . l .t .
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T H E  D U C K  S T A M P

T h e  M ig r a t o r y  B ir d  H u n t in g  a n d  C o n s e r v a t io n  S ta m p , 

o r  as i t  is m o r e  p o p u la r ly  k n o w n ,  t h e  “ D u c k  S ta m p ,”  is a 

s ta m p  th a t  a ll  m ig r a to r y  w a t e r f o w l  h u n te r s  o v e r  t h e  a g e  

o f  16 m u s t  c a r r y  w h e n  h u n t in g .  B u t,  w h a t  m o s t  p e o p le  

d o  n o t  u n d e r s ta n d  is t h a t  a n y o n e ,  h u n t e r  o r  n o t ,  m a y  

p u r c h a s e  th is  s ta m p ,  t h e r e b y  h e lp in g  a c q u ir e  a n d  th u s  

p re s e rv e  c r i t ic a l ly  n e e d e d  w e t la n d  h a b ita t  f o r  a ll w i ld l i f e .

T h e  D u c k  S ta m p  is s o ld  f o r  $ 7 .5 0  t h r o u g h  lo c a l p o s t  

o f f ic e s  a n d  a t t h e  B o s q u e  d e l A p a c h e  N a t io n a l  W i ld l i f e  

R e fu g e .  In  1 9 7 9 , $ 1 9 7 .6  m i l l i o n  w a s  r e c e iv e d  f r o m  th e  

sa le s  o f  t h e  D u c k  S ta m p . I t  w a s  u s e d  t o  a c q u ir e  b a d ly  

n e e d e d  w e t la n d s  f o r  w i ld l i f e .  T h e  U .S . F ish  a n d  W i ld l i f e  

S e rv ic e  is n e e d e d  t o  in c re a s e  th e  r e c e ip ts  f r o m  sa le s  o f  

t h e  s ta m p s , as la n d  v a lu e  in c re a s e s .

T h e  D u c k  S ta m p  w a s  a u th o r iz e d  b y  C o n g re s s  in  193 4 . 

S in c e  1949  a n  a n n u a l a r t  c o n te s t  has b e e n  h e ld  w i t h  t h e  

d e s ig n  f o r  e a c h  s ta m p  c h o s e n  f r o m  t h e  w in n in g  e n t r y .  

C o l le c t io n s  o f  th e s e  s ta m p s  h a v e  b e c o m e  q u i te  v a lu a b le —  

v a lu a b le  n o t  o n ly  t o  c o l le c to r s ,  b u t  t o  a ll  in te r e s te d  in  

t h e  w e l fa r e  o f  w i ld l i f e .  M o r e  im p o r t a n t ly ,  i t  is in v a lu a b le  

t o  w i l d l i f e . □
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O P E R A T IO N  C A M E  T H IE F  ( O C T )

O G T  is a c o o p e r a t iv e  c i t iz e n — G a m e  a n d  F ish  D e p a r t ­

m e n t  p r o g r a m  a im e d  a t c u r b in g  w i ld l i f e  la w  v io la t io n s  

b y  p a y in g  re w a rd s  f o r  in f o r m a t io n  le a d in g  t o  a r re s t  o r  

c i t a t io n  o f  v io la to r s .  R e w a rd s ,  p a id  in  c a s h , a re  g e n e r a l ly  

$25 0  f o r  in f o r m a t io n  o n  b ig  g a m e  o r  e n d a n g e r e d  s p e c ie s  

la w  v io la t io n s ,  $ 10 0  in  o t h e r  cases. R e w a rd s  as h ig h  as 

$ 1 ,0 0 0  t o  $ 2 ,5 0 0  h a v e  b e e n  a u th o r iz e d  b y  t h e  1 6 - m e m b e r  

a d v is o r y  c o m m it te e .

O G T  c o o r d in a t o r  D a n  P u rs le y  s a id , “ T h e  o f f e r  o f  a 

r e w a r d  g iv e s  p e o p le  in c e n t iv e  to  t e l l  w h a t  th e y  o th e r w is e  

m ig h t  n o t  t e l l .  A n d  b e c a u s e  th e y  a re  n o t  r e q u i r e d  t o  g iv e  

t h e i r  n a m e s  o r  to  te s t i f y  in  c o u r t  a g a in s t  t h e  d e fe n d a n ts ,  

t h e y  a re  p r o te c te d  b y  a n o n y m it y . ”

“ R e w a rd s  a re  p a id  f r o m  a f u n d  e s ta b l is h e d  a n d  

m a in ta in e d  b y  d o n a t io n s  f r o m  in d iv id u a ls  a n d  b u s i ­

n e sse s , a n d  t h e  f u n d  is u s e d  s o le ly  f o r  p a y m e n t  o f  th o s e  

r e w a r d s . ”

D o n a t io n s  t o  t h e  r e w a r d  f u n d  s h o u ld  b e  s e n t  to  

O p e r a t io n  G a m e  T h ie f ,  c / o  N e w  M e x ic o  D e p a r tm e n t  o f  

G a m e  a n d  F is h , S ta te  C a p i to l ,  S a n ta  Fe, N e w  M e x ic o  

8 75 03 . T o l l  f r e e  n u m b e r  t o  r e p o r t  w i l d l i f e  v io la t io n s  is 

(1 -8 0 0 -4 3 2 -4 2 6 3 ) . □

ADDRESSES

The President
The W hite  House 
W ashington, DC 20500

The Honorable Pete V. Domenici
U nited State Senate 
W ashington, DC 20510

The Honorable Harrison H. Schmitt

U nited States Senate 
W ashington, DC 20510

The Honorable Manuel Lujan, Jr.
House of Representatives 
W ashington, DC 20515

The Honorable Joe Skeen
House of Representatives 
W ashington, DC 20515

DIRECTORY—CENTRAL NEW MEXICO AUDUBON SOCIETY 

President
Barbara Hussey, 705 M on te  A lto , N.E., 87123, 292-5626

Vice President/NMCCC/Representative
Kay Anderson, 9024^» Fourth, N.W ., Alameda, 87114, 898-2968 

TTreasurer
Diana Kinney, 909 Id lew ilde  Lane, S.E., 87108, 256-7401 

Corresponding Secretary
Elizabeth Forbes, 321 General Stilw ell, N.E., 87123, 293-7630 

Recording Secretary
Phyllis Schmidt, 6408 Pepperdine, N.E., 87111, 821-5790 

Field Trip Chairman
Sue H untington , 11-C Pueblo Pinado, N.W., 87120, 831-5755 

Program/Publicity Chairman
M aurice Mackey, 4812 G oodrich , N.E., 87110, 881-6019 

Education Chairman 

Conservation Chairman
Barbara Hussey, 705 M on te  A lto , N.E., 87123, 292-5626 

Editor BURROWING OWL

Evelyn Price, 503 Eighth Street, N.W., 87102, 242-6604 

Hospitality Chairman
Natalie Hechter, 1721 Ross Place, S.E., 87108, 268-9290 

Membership Chairman
Dot DeLollis, 3600 Piermont Drive, N.E., 87111, 299-5384 

Historian
Celia M ize l, 204 Madison Drive, N.E., Apt. B, 87108, 268-0376 

Librarian
Elizabeth Broemel, 3032 San Joaquin, S.E., 87106, 256-9481 

President Emeritus
Dustin H untington , 11-C Pueblo Pinado, N.W., 87102, 831-5755 

Director
Tom Bidell, 1210 Barelas Road, S.W., 87102, 243-3319 

Director
Dave Tomasko, 9004 Freedom Way, N.E., 87109, 821-6076 

Director
Ross Teuber, 1612 Kentucky, N.E., 87110, 265-8962

Director/W ildlife Film Chairman
Craig Andrews, 3416 Sierra Drive, N.E., 87110, 881-9387

New Mexico Audubon Council Treasurer
Jim Karo, 1612 Cedar Ridge Drive, N.E., 87112, 294-2777

New Mexico Audubon Council Vice President
Darwin M ille r, 1229 G irard, N.E., 87106, 265-6361

New Mexico Audubon Council Representatives
George and Evelyn Price, 503 Eighth Street, N.W., 87102, 242-6604

R A R E  B IR D  A L E R T — R e p o r t  s ig h tin g s  to :  2 6 5 -8 9 6 2 , 2 9 2 -5 6 2 6 , o r  8 9 8 -2 5 6 8

T Y P E S E T T IN G  C O U R T E S Y  O F  P U B L IC  S E R V IC E  O F  N E W  M E X IC O

N O N P R O F IT  
O R G A N IZ A T IO N  

U .S . P O S T A G E  P A ID  
A lb u q u e r q u e ,  N M  

P e rm it  #43

C E N T R A L  N E W  M E X IC O  A U D U B O N  S O C IE T Y  

P ost O f f ic e  B ox  30002  
A lb u q u e r q u e ,  N e w  M e x ic o  87190


